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"DIONIS",    DRAWING    NANTUCKET'S    FIRST     RAILROAD     TRAIN. 
First   operated   July   4,    1881.  Photo    taken    at    Surfside. 


NANTUCKET'S    LAST    RAILROAD    TRAIN. 
Dismantled    and    track    torn    up    in    April,    1918.     Photo   taken   when   train   was 
crossing    the     "Goose-pond". 
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OFFICERS. 


President, 

ALEXANDER  STARBUCK. 

Vice-Presidents, 

HENRY  B.  WORTH, 

MOSES  JOY, 

MILLARD  F.  FREEBORN, 

MRS.  SARAH  C.  RAYMOND, 

MRS.  ELEANOR  W.  MORGAN, 

ARTHUR  H.  GARDNER. 

Secretary, 
MISS  EMILY  WEEKS. 

Treasurer, 
MISS  HANNAH  G.  HATCH. 

Curator  and  Librarian, 

MISS  SUSAN  E.  BROCK. 


Auditors, 

MISS  HARRIETTE  A.  ELKINS, 

MISS  CARRIE  J.  LONG, 

HENRY  S.  WYER. 


Councillors. 

Term  Expires 

MRS.  SIDNEY  MITCHELL 1919 

REUBEN  C.  SMALL 1919 

MISS  ELIZA  M.  HUSSEY 1920 

WILLIAM  F.  CODD 1920 

MISS  MAY  H.  CONGDON 1921 

MAURICE  W.  BOYER 1921 

MISS  GULIELMA  FOLGER 1922 

ALBERT  G.  BROCK „___1922 


Standing  Committees. 

Finance — William  F.  Codd,  Millard  F.  Freeborn, 
Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Publication — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Mitchell,  Arthur  H.  Gardner. 

Building— Albert  G.  Brock,  William  F.  Codd,  Miss 
Susan  E.  Brock. 

Annual  Meeting- — Miss  Gulielma  Folger,Miss  Eliza 
M.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Morgan,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Ray- 
mond, Henry  B.  Worth. 

New  Work — Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Morgan,  Miss  May  H.  Congdon,  Miss  Hannah  G.  Hatch, 
Miss  Gulielma  Folger,  Miss  Emily  Weeks,  Arthur  H. 
Gardner. 

Siasconset  House — Millard  F.  Freeborn,  Reuben  C. 
Small,  Miss  Annie  B.  Folger. 

Purchasing  Committee — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock, 
Millard  F.  Freeborn,  William  F.  Codd. 


ANNUAL  MEETING, 


The  twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Nantuck- 
et Historical  Association  was  held  in  the  old  Friends' 
building  on  Fair  street,  on  Wednesday  morning,  July 
24th,  and,  as  usual,  there  was  a  large  attendance.  The 
president,  Alexander  Starbuck,  called  the  meeting  to 
order  soon  after  10  o'clock  and  the  regular  order  of 
business  was  at  once  begun. 

The  records  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1917  having 
been  printed  in  the  "proceedings"  of  last  year  and  a 
copy  sent  to  every  member,  the  formal  reading  of  them 
was  omitted  in  the  absence  of  any  demand. 

The  secretary,  Miss  Annie  W.  Bodfish,  read  her 
annual  report,  which  showed  an  unusual  number  of 
losses  by  death  and  several  withdrawals,  with  not  a 
sufficient  increase  to  off-set  it.  As  reported  by  the 
secretary,  the  membership  to  July  1  was  composed  of 
251  annual,  57  life  members,  3  life  councillors. 

In  the  absence  of  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Wyer  read  her 
report  and  that  also  showed  the  effects  of  the  war  in 
decreased  receipts,  a  condition  not  unexpected,  but 
none  the  less  undesirable.  The  report  had  been  duly 
audited. 

The  report  of  the  curator,  Miss  Susan  E.  Brock, 
was,  as  usual,  replete  with  matter  of  interest,  and  men- 
tioned several  important  additions  to  the  collection  of 
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the  association.  Among  them  are  some  photographs 
from  a  descendant  of  Captain  Mayhew  Folger,  whose 
discovery  of  the  surviving  mutineers  of  the  English 
ship  Bounty  on  Pitcairn's  Island,  in  1808,  forms  an  in- 
teresting history. 

Next  in  order  was  the  president's  address,  which 
was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  a  report  of  the  work  of 
the  Bay  State  Historical  League  during  the  past  year, 
the  address  of  Worthington  Ford,  editor  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Association,  at  Hyde  Park,  in  April, 
being  particularly  elaborated  upon  as  of  especial  inter- 
est to  local  societies.  The  reports  and  address  were 
ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  the  "Proceedings". 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  followed. 
Mr.  Turner,  as  chairman,  vice  John  B.  Folger  (who  was 
prevented  by  illness  from  serving)  reported  the  fol- 
lowing : 

President — Alexander  Starbuck. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry  B.  Worth,  Moses  Joy, 
Millard  F.  Freeborn,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  W.  Morgan,  Arthur  H.  Gardner. 

Secretary — Miss  Emily  Weeks. 

Treasurer — Miss  Hannah  G.  Hatch. 

Curator  and  Librarian — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Auditors — Miss  Harriette  A.  Elkins,  Miss  Carrie 
J.  Long,  Henry  S.  Wyer. 

Councillors  for  four  years — Miss  Gulielma  Folger, 
Albert  G.  Brock. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  president  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  to  distribute,  collect  and  count 
ballots  Messrs.  M.  F.  Freeborn  and  W.  F.  Codd.  The 
ballot  resulted  in  the  unanimous  confirmation  of  the 
report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  75  ballots  being 
cast. 
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The  Nominating  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year, 
as  nominated  from  the  floor,  consists  of  Uberto  C. 
Crosby,  Mrs.  Harriet  Veo,  Miss  Mary  E.  Starbuck,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Blackburn,  Rev.  H.  Van  Ommeren. 

Under  the  head  of  "new  business,"  Henry  S.  Wyer 
spoke  briefly,  but  to  the  point,  on  the  desirability  of 
putting  in  a  little  effort  to  obtain  new  members. 
Reasoning  from  his  own  experience  he  believed  the 
membership  might  be  materially  increased.  In  sup- 
port of  his  remarks  he  read  a  list  of  17  new  members 
he  had  easily  and  quickly  induced  to  join  by  simply  in- 
viting them.  There  are  many  who  would  gladly  join, 
he  said,  if  invited,  but  they  look  on  the  society  as  a  sort 
of  close  corporation.  Considerable  applause  followed 
Mr.  Wyer's  remarks  and  in  further  corroboration  of  his 
opinion  16  names  were  immediately  added,  making  a 
total  of  33 — a  splendid  showing  for  the  day. 

The  president  then  gave  way  to  Mrs.  Milne,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  annual  meeting,  who  pre- 
sented Hon.  W.  Prentiss  Parker,  an  esteemed  adopted 
son  of  Nantucket,  who  stated  the  reasons  that  induced 
him  to  make  Nantucket  his  home  and  spoke  of  the 
pleasure  and  renewed  vigor  he  derived  from  his  citizen- 
ship. 

Miss  Bodfish,  the  retiring  secretary,  in  whose 
honor  the  meeting  unanimously  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  past  services  and  regret  at  her  declination  to  con- 
tinue to  serve,  continued  the  very  interesting  story  of 
the  Main  street  many  years  ago  and  gave  a  graphic 
word  picture  of  the  conditions  prior  to  the  "Great  Fire." 

Following  Miss  Bodfish's  paper  Mrs.  Milne  pre- 
sented Mrs.  Rufus  H.  Thayer,  who  read  a  delightful 
paper  on  "The  New  Nantucket". 

The  speakers  were  heard  with  the  closest  atten- 
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tion  and  warmly  applauded  at  the  close  of  their  re- 
marks. 

President  Starbuck  then  requested  Mr.  Turner  to 
say  a  few  words  relative  to  an  important  find  he  re- 
cently made.  Mr.  Turner  showed  two  old  log-books  in 
a  fine  state  of  preservation  that  he  picked  up  recently 
on  the  town  dump — one  of  them  the  log  of  the  ship 
Phebe,  the  first  ship  to  be  embraced  by  the  Camels,  and 
containing  the  record  of  that  voyage ;  the  other  a  log  of 
the  ship  Christopher  Mitchell.  He  made  an  earnest 
plea  that  before  people  sold  off  or  destroyed  articles 
from  their  old  attics  they  would  give  representatives  of 
the  Historical  Association  an  opportunity  to  look  them 
over  with  a  view  of  securing  articles  of  local  interest. 
Mr.  Turner  also  showed  the  "head-stone"  of  a  dead  In- 
dian which  he  secured  at  the  time  he  unearthed  the 
skeleton  at  Quaise. 

The  meeting  adjourned  a  few  moments  before  12 
o'clock,  having,  in  addition  to  the  matter  above  re- 
corded, passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  coun- 
cillors— Henry  S.  Wyer  and  Mrs.  Helen  R.  Milne. 

The  reception  at  the  rooms  in  the  afternoon  was  a 
typical  Nantucket  gathering  where  friends  of  long  ago 
again  met,  renewed  old  acquaintances  and  made  new 
ones.  A  goodly  number  of  those  who  attended  made 
their  initiation  visit  but  were  made  to  feel  they  were 
in  the  hands  of  friends.  Four  charming  young  misses 
— Isabel  Worth,  Beulah  Smith,  Harriet  Deacon  and 
Marie  Bartlett,  served  ice  cream  and  cake  with  irresist- 
ible courtesy  and  deftness. 

The  reception  broke  up  at  quite  an  early  hour  be- 
cause of  threatened  storm,  but  was  greatly  enjoyed 
by  all. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association  and  Friends : 

Each  year  the  day  that  brings  us  together  in  this 
place,  so  full  of  memories  and  pleasant  associations,  is 
more  welcome.  There  is  little  to  record.  During  the 
past  twelve  months,  Sir  Gilbert  Parker  and  Prof.  W. 
Macneile  Dixon  have  continued  to  send  to  us  books  and 
pamphlets  concerning  the  world  war.  Our  collection 
is  now  very  important  and  interesting  and  a  fine  sup- 
plement to  our  daily  newspapers. 

The  Red  Cross  no  longer  occupies  the  Meeting 
House  daily ;  it  has  more  commodious  quarters,  but  it  is 
a  pleasure  that  we  could  fill  a  want  when  most  needed. 

Today  our  membership  is : 

Life  Councillors,  3. 

Life  Members,  57. 

Annual  Members,  251. 

New  Annual  Members,  17. 

The  Association  has  lost  by  death  1  life  member, 
namely:  Thurlow  Weed  Barnes;  12  annual  members, 
namely : 

Ellen  Fitzgerald  Baker. 

Marion  Jessup  Barnard. 

Franklin  Folger. 

Margaret  Easton  Chatfield. 


10  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Sarah  Gardner  Bensusan. 
Imogen  Bonnaffon  Neall. 
Harriet  Elizabeth  Bigelow. 
Dr.  Ann  Mooers  Gardner  Blossom. 
William  Hyatt  Farrington. 
Harriet  Caryl. 
Clara  B.  Robinson. 
Abbie  Steele  Howes. 

This  last  one  should  have  been  listed  last  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Annie  W.  Bodfish, 

Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


CREDITS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  15,  1917 — $  101.55 

Membership  dues  for  1918 105.00 

Membership  dues  for  1919 121.00 

Membership  dues  previous  to  1918 6.00 

Membership  dues  in  advance  of  1919 3.00 

Admission  fees  Historical  Rooms 214.25 

Rent  of  room  Siasconset  House  to  Nantucket 

Atheneum  for  library , 30.00 

Cash  Genealogical  work < 4.00 

Cash  withdrawn  from  People's  Savings  Bank, 

Worcester,  Mass.  __. 320.00 

Cash  withdrawn  from  Charlestown  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank 980.00 

Cash  withdrawn  from  Bristol  County  Savings 

Bank,  Taunton,  Mass.  (Account  in  full)-  26.74 

Rent  Mill  land  2  years 30.00 

Interest  on  Liberty  Bond . 20.00 

Sales,  Bulletins,  etc 10.77 

$1,972.31 
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DEBITS. 

Liberty  Bond,  Second  Loan $1,000.00 

First  payment,  Liberty  Bond,  Third  Loan 50.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing  Proceedings  and 

printing 127.71 

Cook  &  Turner,  Advertising 1.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Subscription  to  Inquirer 

and  Mirror 2.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Envelopes 3.75 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 3.00 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 20.16 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 17.64 

Water  Bill 8.00 

Secretary,  Postage 8.00 

Secretary,  Postage 8.00 

Brown  &  Co.,  Supplies 10.71 

Brown  &  Co.,  Supplies 3.45 

Citizens'  Gas,  Electric  &  Power  Co.,  Gas  bills  6.00 

Carting 1.00 

J.  H.  Morton,  Framed  Painting 10.00 

Water  bill,  Siasconset  House . 10.00 

Mowing  Lawn  2.50 

M.  E.  Crowell,  cake,  Annual  Reception 9.80 

W.  F.  Worth,  ice  cream,  Annual  Reception 12.00 

Cutting  grass,  etc.,  Siasconset  House  . „-  2.15 

M.  E.  Starbuck,  Old  Swift „ 10.00 

Browne,  Mandile  Co.,  Plastic  Slate 40.00 

M.  W.  Boyer,  Negative  and  Print 1.85 

H.  E.  Smith,  Repairing  Clock .75 

F.  E.  Carle,  Caretaker  Mill  property 5.00 

Bay  State  League  dues 2.00 

Freight  and  Carting 3.54 

E.  W.  Francis,  Repairs  on  roof  and  stone  wall  48.50 
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W.  B.  Marden,  Plumbing 2.80 

W.  B.  Marden,  Plumbing 1.50 

W.  B.  Marden,  Plumbing 12.00 

T.  C.  Pitman,  Repairs  on  fence 16.01 

John  C.  Ring,  Moving  and  placing  door  stone  10.00 

Benjamin  F.  Williams,  Repairs  on  roof 2.75 

Charles  M.  Crocker,  Work  at  rooms 7.20 

Eugene  Wyer,  Cleaning 4.50 

Eugene  Wyer,  Cleaning 7.86 

Harvey  Mendell,  Cleaning 4.65 

M.  E.  Appleton,  Cleaning 4.50 

E.  B.  Burgess,  Cleaning 4.50 

Stamps 14.00 

Postage   .80 

Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Attendant,  Historical 

Rooms   74.00 

Emma  Coleman,  Attendant,  Historical 

Rooms   74.00 

Salary  of  Curator 100.00 

Salary  of  Treasurer 75.00 

Salary  of  Secretary 50.00 

Salary  of  Janitor,  one  half  year 30.00 

Balance  to  new  account 47.73 


$1,972.31 


SUMMARY 

ASSETS 

Fireproof  Building $8,500.00 

Meeting  House   1,500.00 

Old  Mill 1,000.00 

Collection   (Insurance)    1,000.00 

Siasconset  House 1,500.00 
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Siasconset  House  Collection 300.00 

Springfield  Institution  for  Savings    1,040.40 
Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank 43.55 

Liberty  Bond 1,000.00 

— 15,883.95 

Susan  W.  Folger  Fund : 

Nantucket  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings     1,430.81 

People's  Savings  Bank   (Wor- 
cester, Mass.) 195.20 

1,626.01 


$17,509.96 
Liabilities — None. 

Hannah  G.  Hatch,  Treasurer. 


Approved  July  17,  1918,  the  above  report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Nantucket  Historical  Association  for 
the  year  ending  June  15,  1918. 

Edward  A.  Fay, 
Carrie  J.  Long, 

of  the  Auditing  Committee. 


Membership,  July,  1918. 

Life  Councillors 3 

Life  Members -  57 

Annual  Members 251 

New  Annual  Members 17 

Lost  by  death  Life  Members 1 

Lost  by  death  Annual  Members ,_ 12 

Dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues  (3  years) 6 

Withdrawn 8 
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CURATOR'S  REPORT 


Mr.  President  and  Friends : 

To  depict  a  monotony  is  said  to  be  a  most  difficult 
art,  and  the  story  of  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  our  life 
as  an  Historical  Association  does  not  differ  from  those 
of  preceding  years,  and  comprises  little  of  novel  charac- 
ter, so  I  shall  not  try  to  do  more  than  present  the  usual 
list  of  the  new  donations  to  our  collections. 

The  most  notable  additions  to  our  pictures  are: 
Two  beautiful  miniatures  of  Captain  Frederick  Coffin 
of  ship  Syren,  and  a  group  of  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren, painted  in  England  about  1820. 

Photographs  of  portraits  of  Captain  Mayhew 
Folger  and  of  his  wife,  Mary  Joy  Folger.  This  Captain 
Folger  of  ship  Topaz,  will  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  the  finding  of  the  mutineers  of  the  ship  Bounty  on 
Pitcairn's  Island,  in  1808. 

A  large  picture  containing  Ewer's  Map  of  Nan- 
tucket, surrounded  by  more  than  fifty  photographs  of 
the  town  and  island,  framed  in  wood  beautifully  carved 
with  emblems  of  the  whaling  industry.  It  was  mounted 
in  this  way  and  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  Ex- 
hibition in  1876,  and  is  marked  as  having  been  con- 
tributed by  the  Nantucket  Literary  Union.  It  is  an  in- 
teresting exhibit  and  we  have  taken  pleasure  in  putting 
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it  in  place  of  the  unadorned  map  which  has  always 
hung  in  our  vestibule. 

One  more  picture  worthy  of  mention  is  a  painting 
of  a  hand  loom  which  was  used  here  for  many  years, 
for  the  weaving  of  the  once  popular  "hit-or-miss" 
carpet.  We  purchased  this,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  cor- 
rect representation  of  the  old-time  industry. 

The  library  has  a  few  choice  accessions :  A  French 
Testament  containing  Richard  Cobden's  autograph 
and  dedication  to  our  Rev.  Cyrus  Pierce. 

Two  large  old  family  Bibles,  one  with  a  record  of 
the  Swain  family  and  the  other  of  the  Barnards. 

Numerous  donations  of  manuscripts,  consisting  of 
shipping  papers,  genealogical  notes,  deeds  and  records 
of  old  houses,  letters,  etc. 

The  collection  of  war  books  commenced  by  Sir 
Gilbert  Parker  has  been  continued  by  him  and  others 
and  is  forming  a  fine  library  of  official  war  documents. 

Our  collection  of  scrim-shont  articles  has  been  in- 
creased as  follows:  An  ivory-tipped  yardstick  made 
by  Captain  Nathan  H.  Manter  on  his  first  sea  voyage, 
1845,  and  marked  with  the  initials  of  his  wife, 
"P.  C.  M." 

An  ivory  chopping  knife,  a  meat  fork,  a  fine 
jigging-knife  with  a  three-tined  fork  on  the  end  of  the 
handle,  a  large  bodkin,  a  pair  of  ivory  dividers,  and  a 
pair  of  ornamental  knitting  needles.  The  latter  were 
made  last  summer  by  one  of  our  own  vice-presidents, 
from  a  piece  of  whale  ivory  which  was  brought  home 
by  one  of  the  Nantucket  ships,  and  the  work  is  beauti- 
fully executed,  showing  that  the  talent  for  this  kind  of 
work  has  been  inherited  and  can  be  used  with  as  good 
results  in  modern  times  as  when  our  ancestors  beguiled 
in  this  way  the  tedious  hours  of  a  four  years'  voyage. 
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We  have  so  many  relics  of  the  whaling  times  that 
we  hardly  expect  anything  different  to  appear,  but  a 
few  days  ago  an  article  came  to  us  which  we  had  not 
possessed  before,  although  some  of  us  remembered 
hearing  its  name.  It  is  what  the  sailors  called  a  "Ditty- 
bag",  and  consists  of  a  small  duck  bag,  with  thread, 
needles,  tape,  etc.  This  one  belonged  to  Captain  Obed 
Swain  and  looks  as  if  it  made  many  a  long  voyage  with 
the  well-known  Nantucket  navigator. 

We  have  been  able  to  purchase  an  interesting  silver 
medal  marked  on  one  side  "Awarded  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Humane  Society  to  George  Fisher"  and  on  the 
reverse  "For  his  humane  exertions  in  rescuing  the  crew 
of  the  brig  Marianna,  wrecked  on  Nantucket,  October, 
1845."  The  name  "George  Fisher"  has  been  borne  by 
many  a  Nantucketer,  and  we  cannot  identify  this  one, 
in  spite  of  the  date,  and  if  any  of  our  members  can  help 
us  in  this  matter,  it  would  make  the  relic  of  much 
greater  value. 

Another  medal  which  was  presented  to  us  is  of 
bronze,  of  President  Woodrow  Wilson,  and  was  made  in 
the  Philadelphia  mint  last  year.  As  but  few  of  these 
were  struck,  we  can  imagine  that  after  a  lapse  of  years 
this  will  be  of  the  greatest  interest  and  value.  It  is 
handsomely  mounted  in  a  morocco,  velvet-lined  case, 
which  will  preserve  its  beauty. 

As  many  of  you  know,  a  most  interesting  occasion 
in  our  recent  history  was  the  first  appearance  of  hydro- 
airplanes  flying  to  our  shores  in  April  last.  On  their  sec- 
ond visit,  when  the  townspeople  turned  out  en  masse 
to  see  them,  even  the  schools  being  suspended  for  the 
time,  one  of  them,  alighting  in  shallow  water,  struck 
the  bottom  and  with  no  warning,  crumpled  up  in  a 
moment's  time,  into  a  formless  heap  of  wreckage  with 
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no  sign  of  life  about  it.  Much  anxiety  was  felt  for  the 
safety  of  the  aviators  and  several  boats  started  in- 
stantly to  the  rescue,  and  to  the  relief  of  the  on-lookers, 
the  airmen  were  found  not  to  be  seriously  injured. 
Through  the  efforts  of  one  of  our  council,  a  mahogany 
panel  from  the  wrecked  plane  was  presented  to  us  and 
is  an  exhibit  of  much  interest. 

We  have  two  souvenirs  of  our  little  and  only  rail- 
road— now  gone  forever.  The  company  who  had  the 
contract  for  removing  it  gave  us  the  ticket  stamp  used 
in  the  office  and  a  lantern  which  belonged  to  the  first 
engine,  Dionis. 

It  may  not  be  becoming  for  us  to  boast  of  what  we 
have  accomplished,  but  I  want  you  all  to  realize  how  our 
work  is  appreciated  and  to  share  with  us  the  thrill  6f 
pride  which  I  felt  when  a  person  visiting  the  rooms 
told  me  that  she  had  travelled  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  country  and,  to  her  surprise,  had  found 
here  many  wonderful  exhibits  which  she  had  never  seen 
before  in  the  largest  museums,  not  even  excepting  the 
Metropolitan  of  New  York — these  are  her  own  words. 
This  happened  only  last  week  and  since  then  two  con- 
noisseurs in  special  branches  have  said  practically  the 
same  thing. 

One  of  the  most  important  departments  of  our 
work  is  that  devoted  to  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  genealogical  records.  During  several  years  past  the 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society  and  the 
Essex  Institute,  in  co-operation  with  the  state,  have 
been  preparing,  amongst  those  of  other  towns,  the 
Vital  Records  of  Nantucket.  This  has  been  a  colossal 
undertaking  and  we  have  been  glad  to  help  by  the  loan 
of  our  Folger  records,  which,  I  am  told,  have  been 
largely  incorporated  in  the  new  compilation.       Now 
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the  work  is  nearing  completion,  but  unfortunately 
the  General  Court  of  this  year  has  repealed  a  for- 
mer act  granting  a  state  appropriation  towards 
the  expense  of  publishing  these  records.  The  above 
mentioned  societies  will  try  to  continue  the  work  provid- 
ing enough  subscriptions  can  be  secured  to  warrant  the 
undertaking.  They  desire  us  to  appeal  to  every  mem- 
ber of  our  Association,  who  is  in  touch  with  descend- 
ants of  Nantucket  families,  to  help  by  securing  sub- 
scriptions, in  order  that  the  work  on  which  so  much 
labor  and  expense  have  already  been  spent,  may  be 
printed.  The  rates  of  subscription  will  be  announced 
later,  and  we  hope  our  members  will  bear  it  in  mind 
and  secure  the  sale  of  as  many  copies  as  possible. 

As  I  finish  this  record  of  our  last  year,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  lacks  something  of  its  usual  interest,  but 
this  may  be  because  of  the  tremendous  events  transpir- 
ing over-seas,  where  our  boys  are  writing  new  and 
glorious  pages  in  American  history,  and  these  absorb 
our  attention  to  such  an  extent  that  the  past  grows  dim 
and  almost  seems  of  no  importance.  When  we  remem- 
ber, however,  that,  as  has  been  well  said,  "no  com- 
munity can  achieve  its  highest  welfare  and  hence  the 
highest  welfare  of  every  person  in  it,  except  by  acting 
upon  the  knowledge  of  its  past  and  of  its  relationships 
with  the  larger  environment  of  which  it  is  a  part",  our 
duty  is  very  evidently  to  plod  on  as  usual  and  to  realize 
that  in  the  peaceful  future  which  we  have  faith  to  fore- 
see, our  work  will  surely  bear  its  fruit  for  generations 
yet  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  BROCK,  Curator. 
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Fellow  Members  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association : 

Our  Annual  Meeting  for  1918  finds  our  nation  even 
more  deeply  involved  in  this  mightiest  of  wars  than  we 
were  a  year  ago,  and,  if  possible,  more  determined  than 
ever  to  see  it  pressed  to  a  victorious  conclusion.  Our 
unspoken  expressions  of  loyalty  to  our  Government  are 
no  less  fervent  and  unswerving  than  those  to  which  we 
give  audible  voice,  and  we  all  unite  in  the  earnest  pray- 
er that  the  God  of  truth  and  love  and  justice  will  speed- 
ily overthrow  those  whose  pathway  is  strewn  with  the 
wrecks  of  churches  and  homes,  whose  daily  lives  are 
marked  by  rapine  and  murder,  and  whose  hands  are 
red  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and  inoffensive  women 
and  children. 

My  first  duty,  naturally,  is  to  render  an  account  of 
my  stewardship  as  your  delegate  to  the  meetings  of  the 
Bay  State  Historical  League.  Since  our  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  1917  the  League  has  met  three  times.  The  Fall 
Meeting  was  held  October  20th  last,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Roxbury  Historical  Society,  the  home  society  of 
the  President,  and  was,  in  effect,  very  largely  a  patri- 
otic meeting.  The  Society  meets  in  the  Municipal 
Court  Building  and  has  an  interesting  collection,  large- 
ly of  a  military  character,  there.  At  the  morning  meet- 
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ing,  it  was  voted  to  invest  $100  of  the  League's  funds  in 
a  Liberty  Bond.  After  the  meeting,  a  trip  was  made  by 
automobiles  to  the  various  points  of  special  historical 
interest  in  RoxbUry. 

In  the  afternoon  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  First  Church,  described  as  the  Church  of 
Eliot  and  Warren  and  Heath,  and  an  interesting  pro- 
gram of  music  and  addresses  was  given.  Chief  among 
the  exercises  was  a  reception  to  the  flags  of  the  Al- 
lied Nations.  The  Allies  were  represented  by  14  young 
ladies  and  the  United  States  by  a  military  officer.  As 
each  flag  was  borne  by  its  custodian  from  the  vestibule 
to  the  chancel  the  appropriate  national  anthem  was 
played  by  the  organist.  When  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
were  being  carried  to  their  assigned  place  a  finely 
voiced  soprano  singer  sang  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner", 
all  present  joining  in  the  chorus.  The  entire  exercises 
of  the  day  were  interesting  and  inspiring,  but  they 
were  hardly  in  accord  with  the  objects  for  which  the 
League  was  formed.  There  were  91  persons  present 
representing  24  societies. 

It  was  designed  to  hold  the  mid-winter  meeting 
with  the  Hyde  Park  Society,  on  February  16th  of  this 
year,  but  the  Society  meets  in  the  Public  Library  build- 
ing and  the  Fuel  Administrators'  orders  were  such  that 
the  rooms  could  not  be  heated,  and  the  meeting  was 
postponed  until  April  20th,  when  the  original  arrange- 
ments were  carried  out. 

The  principal  address  of  the  afternoon  was  by 
Mr.  Worthington  Ford,  Editor  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  who  spoke  most  interestingly  on 
"Governmental  Care  of  Archives."  He  made  many 
surprising  statements  relative  to  the  one-time  careless- 
ness shown  regarding  the  preservation  of  important 
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documents.  He  stated  that  there  are  no  records  of  the 
Governors  of  Massachusetts  among  the  archives  prior 
to  1861.  There  was  no  recognition  of  any  central  au- 
thority, and  the  Governors,  on  completing  their  terms 
of  office,  packed  up  and  removed  their  letter  books  as 
their  private  property.  Some  of  the  records  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  were  once  offered  for  sale  in 
Philadelphia.  An  important  historical  document  be- 
longing to  the  State  Archives  of  Massachusetts  has 
been  loaned  and  lost.  It  was  at  one  time  a  joke  in 
Pennsylvania  that  once  a  year  State  documents  were 
dumped  into  auction  rooms,  and  a  similar  condition 
once  existed  regarding  National  documents. 

There  are  no  records  known  to  exist  of  the  Postoffice 
Department  under  Benjamin  Franklin.  Interesting 
and  valuable  reports  on  financial  matters,  made  by  Gen. 
Washington,  exist  only  as  copies — the  originals  are 
lost.  A  document  written  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  relat- 
ing to  the  Black  Hawk  War,  was  misplaced  and  finally 
was  lost.  Mr.  Ford  learned  on  one  occasion  that  the 
New  York  customs  authorities  were  about  to  dispose  of 
some  1200  tons  of  papers,  some  of  them  dating  from  its 
earliest  period.  He  managed  to  get  a  chance  to  see  a 
portion  of  the  lot  and  rescued  some  of  them.  In  Balti- 
more, it  cost  the  National  Government  more  to  get  back 
certain  documents  that  had  been  sold  for  junk  than 
was  obtained  for  the  thousands  of  pounds,  of  which  the 
documents  themselves  formed  but  a  very  small  portion. 
During  President  Roosevelt's  term  of  office  the  Treas- 
ury Department  was  ordered  to  send  its  papers  to  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

The  preservation  and  care  of  archives  presents  a 
different  problem.  Some  records  are  of  doubtful  val- 
ue.   Accumulating  the  records  of  an  army  of  1,500,000 
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men  creates  confusion,  and  the  sifting  out  and  classifi- 
cation are  the  problems  now.  The  Government  ap- 
points men  to  see  what,  out  of  the  accumulated  mass, 
can  be  gained  for  military  and  what  for  historical  pur- 
poses. Buildings  for  the  storing  and  examining  of  the 
records  were  projected,  but  their  erection  was  success- 
fully opposed  by  the  West  and  South.  Now  temporary 
quarters  are  being  constructed. 

Each  State,  and  even  each  community,  should  be 
gathering  material  of  this  nature  having  a  direct  bear- 
ing on  matters  concerning  the  war.  "Looking  back  on 
the  days  of  the  Civil  War,"  said  Mr.  Ford,  "it  seems 
amazing  that  more  material  was  not  collected.  The 
newspaper  correspondent  gets  only  a  very  limited  pic- 
ture of  occurrences ;  what  is  especially  needed  is  to  get 
the  stories  of  the  privates." 

I  have  given  a  little  abstract  of  Mr.  Ford's  address 
because  it  was  particularly  interesting  and  of  value  to 
all  local  historical  societies. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League  was  held  under 
the  direction  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Old  Newbury 
at  the  Dummer  Academy,  in  South  Byfield,  on  June 
22d.  It  was  a  very  rainy  day  and  there  was  an  atten- 
dance of  only  about  50,  including  members  of  the  local 
association,  although  28  societies  were  represented. 
Your  President,  because  of  pressing  duties  in  other  di- 
rections, declined  a  renomination  to  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary, a  position  which  he  had  held  for  seven  years,  and 
Rev.  Glenn  Tilley  Morse,  President  of  the  Newbury  So- 
ciety, was  elected  in  his  stead.  The  other  officers  were 
re-elected. 

A  tabulation  just  completed  shows  there  are  at 
present  58  societies  associated  in  the  League  with  an 
aggregate  membership  exceeding  12,000.      They  meet 


24  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 

from  one  to  12  times  a  year  and  the  average  attendance 
at  the  meetings  is  about  26  per  cent,  of  the  member- 
ship. All  own  collections,  some  of  them  of  great  local 
value.  Only  about  12  of  them  are  in  fire-proof  build- 
ings owned  by  the  societies.  The  complete  tabulation 
presents  a  very  interesting  study  of  the  activities  of  the 
Historical  Societies  of  our  Commonwealth. 

The  exigencies  of  the  War  are  presented  to  us  in 
an  unexpected  manner  in  the  delaying  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Nantucket,  which  was  to 
have  been  accomplished  this  year.  This  series  of  pub- 
lications has  been  issued  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  the  Essex 
Institute  and  the  Commonwealth.  The  State  has  here- 
tofore taken  500  volumes  of  each  compilation  at  an  ex- 
pense of  some  $15,000  a  year.  The  great  advantage 
to  the  State  and  to  the  public  has  come  from  the  fact 
that  the  State  distributed  its  copies  to  the  various  mu- 
nicipalities and  to  libraries,  and  since,  under  an  act  of 
the  General  Court,  the  publication  was  made  a  legal 
record  it  was  available  for  the  settlement  of  many  legal 
questions  relative  to  wills,  successions,  etc.  This  year 
the  State,  it  would  seem  quite  unwisely,  cut  off  its  ap- 
propriation and  the  question  of  continuing  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Vital  Records  has  become  a  serious  one. 
It  resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  securing  enough  sub- 
scribers to  the  work  to  take  the  place  that  the  State 
would  have  taken,  or  to  assure  500  paid  copies.  The 
Nantucket  Records  will  be  much  more  extensive  than 
any  previously  published.  Mr.  Scott,  the  Editor,  es- 
timates that  they  will  make  two  volumes  with  a  total 
of  possibly  1500  pages,  the  largest  previously  published 
being  those  of  Bridgewater,  with  948  pages,  and  Scitu- 
ate,  with  909,  each  in  two  volumes.      If  the  price  per 
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page  can  be  made  not  to  exceed  one  cent  the  two  vol- 
umes will  cost  practically  $15.00.  They  will  include 
the  genealogical  records  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Barney,  Mr. 
George  Howland '  Folger,  the  Town  of  Nantucket,  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  some  other  private  and  lesser 
sources  of  information.  When  ready  for  publication 
Mr.  Scott  will  issue  an  appeal  for  subscriptions  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  responses  will  be  prompt  in  reply 
and  satisfactory  in  number.  All  that  the  publishers 
seek  to  do  is  to  approximately  meet  the  actual  cash  out- 
lay. The  labor  and  expense  of  preparation  are  other- 
wise taken  care  of.  It  is  hoped  that  quite  a  large 
number  of  our  Nantucket  people,  on  the  Island  and 
away,  may  feel  sufficiently  interested  in  a  work  so  im- 
portant as  this  to  become  subscribers.  It  is  well  to 
remember  that  the  edition  at  best  will  be  very  limited 
and  there  will  be  no  reprinting. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  following  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Ford  at  Hyde  Park,  the  Needham  Histori- 
cal Society  is  already  at  work  on  a  Soldiers'  Record.  The 
method  adopted  in  Needham  is  to  provide  a  blank  book 
of  convenient  size  for  each  person  in  the  service  from 
that  town.  On  the  outside  cover  are  the  words  "Prop- 
erty of  the  Needham  Historical  Society"  and  the  name 
of  the  man  whose  record  it  is  to  contain. 

On  the  third  page  are  spaces  for  recording  his 
name,  his  birthplace,  and  age,  his  parents'  name,  and 
the  branch  and  place  of  service,  with  date  of  entering 
it.  On  the  fifth  page  the  man's  photograph  is  to  be 
placed,  while  on  the  seventh  is  to  be  pasted  one  of  his 
autograph  letters.  The  ninth  and  succeeding  pages  are 
for  newspaper  clippings  and  notes. 

The  example  of  the  Needham  Society  is  a  good  one 
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to  follow  and  may  well  be  commended  to  the  attention 
of  the  Council. 

The  time  has  not  seemed  propitious  yet  for  us  to 
make,  to  use  a  war  colloquialism,  a  drive  for  an  in- 
creased membership,  but  when  it  does  seem  advisable 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  may  set  our  goal  at  a  member- 
ship of  1000  and  go  to  work  and  attain  it. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  Association  to  consider 
the  appointment  by  the  Council  of  an  active  committee 
on  new  membership  ? 
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Mr.  President,  Members  and  Friends: 

I  feel  that  it  is  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
meeting,  which  represents  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association  and  its  friends,  to  a  few  facts  regarding  its 
present  condition  as  to  membership  and  financial  sta- 
tus. As  it  will  be  noticed  that  my  figures  fail  to  tally 
with  those  just  read  by  the  treasurer,  I  must  explain 
that  my  statement  should  date  back  10  days,  whereas, 
hers  is  up  to  the  present  day.  Ten  days  ago  the  mem- 
bership list  showed  a  loss  for  the  year  of  25  members — 
12  by  death  and  13  from  other  causes.  But  2  new 
members  were  recorded  for  the  year  at  that  time.  With 
this  poor  showing,  it  appeared  to  me  that  an  effort  was 
needed  to  secure  more  members.  Within  the  past  10 
days  I  have  solicited  14  persons  to  join  the  association, 
every  one  of  whom  consented  and  is  now  a  member, 
and  one  other  has  joined  voluntarily.  Of  those  whom 
I  approached  many  thanked  me  for  inviting  them.  The 
names  of  these  new  members,  which  I  will  read,  are  a 
sufficient  guarantee  that  they  will  pay  annual  dues 
each  year  even  if  they  are  not  otherwise  active  in  the 
work. 

Why  cannot  this  association  increase  its  member- 
ship by  200  or  300  in  the  ensuing  year  ?      I  know  of  no 
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valid  reason  why  it  cannot,  provided  the  present  mem- 
bers will  exert  themselves  toward  this  end. 

The  attendance  to  the  exhibit  has,  naturally,  fallen 
off  during  the  past  four  years.  A  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  visitors  to  the  island  accounts  for  this  fact.  The 
treasurer's  account  (again  I  must  qualify ,ten  days  ago) 
shows  that  the  total  receipts  from  entrance  fees,  mem- 
bership fees,  fell  short  $250  of  paying  running  ex- 
penses, making  it  necessary  to  draw  this  amount  from 
invested  funds. 

Hence  it  is  obvious  that  unless  a  vigorous  effort 
shall  be  made  to  secure  new  members,  the  prosperity  of 
the  association  is  likely  to  wane.  The  invested  funds 
should  be  reserved  for  use  in  adding  to  the  collection, 
and  in  other  necessary  improvements.  Running  ex- 
penses should  be  met  with  the  annual  receipts. 

Another  consideration  that  is  not  less,  but  rather 
more  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  association  is  the 
imperative  need  of  new  blood,  especially  of  younger 
blood  than  our  own  (for  some  of  us  will  inevitably  cease 
to  be  active  in  this  sphere  in,  say,  40  to  50  years,  and  a 
new  generation  will  have  to  take  our  places).  Every 
effort  should  be  made  to  attract  younger  people  to  the 
movement. 

I  am  well  aware  that  many  persons  dislike  so  in- 
tensely to  solicit  others  to  become  members,  that  they 
make  no  effort,  but  really,  there  is  no  difficulty  if  judg- 
ment is  used  in  selecting  possible  persons  to  whom  the 
outlay  of  $1.00  per  annum  would  not  entail  hardship. 

The  need  of  a  larger  membership  list  has  ben  dis- 
cussed each  year,  but  thus  far  with  meagre  results.  If 
I  were  asked  why  so  few  new  members  join  the  associa- 
tion, I  should  reply  emphatically  that  the  main  reason  is 
that  they  are  not  invited.  Is  it  not  natural  that  they  in- 
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fer  that  they  are  not  wanted?  Possibly  they  may  assume 
that  we,  the  powers  that  be,  prefer  to  keep  the  associa- 
tion a  close  corporation.  Of  course,  this  is  not  true,  but 
is  it  not  a  natural  inference?  My  experience  in  the 
past  10  days  has  proved  conclusively  that  it  is  easy  to 
get  new  members. 

If  each  member  would  undertake  to  bring  in  two 
new  ones  every  year,  the  result  would  be  sufficient  to 
show  a  steady  gain  and  insure  the  continued  prosperity 
of  the  Nantucket  Historical  Association. 

Henry  S.  Wyer. 


30 


WHY  I  CAME  TO  NANTUCKET 


Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Society  and  Friends: 

I  have  been  asked  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  this 
morning,  giving  my  reasons  for  "coming  on  from  off", 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  tell  you  the  few  reasons  I  have 
for  making  this  change  which  seemed  so  big  when  it 
was  first  thought  of. 

Having  always  lived  in  Roxbury  and  on  land  which 
has  been  in  the  family  since  1672,  it  was  a  great  wrench 
to  move,  leaving  associations  and  memories  behind, 
some  pleasant  and  some  sad,  to  come  and  pass  the  after- 
noon and  evening  of  one's  life  in  an  entirely  different 
environment. 

I  had  been  to  Nantucket  for  many  years  in 
the  spring  and  autumn,  and  always  felt  that 
that  was  the  haven  of  rest  and  quiet;  no  mat- 
ter how  tired  one  was  from  business  cares,  he 
could  come  down  here  and  always  find  that  peace  which 
is  so  restful  to  nerves.  It  was  rather  strange, 
having  come  here  for  this  reason  principally,  that  on 
the  very  day  my  furniture  arrived  you  good  people  of 
Nantucket  voted  to  allow  the  automobile  on  your  island. 
I  felt  sorry  and  disappointed  that  this  was  to  be,  but 
have  strong  feelings  that  pleasure  driving  will  not  be  of 
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much  moment,  but  the  mercantile  use  seems  right  and 
just. 

If  one  is  fond  of  birds,  go  any  spring  morning  to 
the  beach  road  and  you  will  hear  songsters  that  will 
repay  you  for  the  long  walk.  Go  to  Surf  side  and  sit  on 
the  sands  and  be  refreshed  by  the  winds  that  blow  over 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  fresh  and  clear  as  possible.  Walk 
up  the  cobblestone  streets,  and  I  have  noticed  in  my 
sleepy  Lane  daisies  blooming  amongst  the  stones. 
Where  could  you  find  such  perseverance  other  than  in 
Nantucket  ? 

I  want  to  read  you  a  few  lines  that  came  to  my 
notice  the  other  day,  written  by  Charles  Lamb: 
"Would'st  thou  know  what  true  peace  and  quiet  mean  ? 
Would'st  thou  find  a  refuge  from  the  noises  and  clamors 
of  the  multitude?  Would'st  thou  enjoy  at  once  soli- 
tude and  society?  Would'st  thou  possess  the  depth  of 
thine  own  spirit  in  stillness,  without  being  shut  out 
from  the  consolatory  faces  of  thy  species  ?"  Come  with 
me  to  Nantucket. 

There  was  a  woman  who  once  said  "that  she  was 
born  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  her  native  place  was  South 
Boston",  and  I  wish  to  say  that  while  I  was  born  in 
Boston,  my  native  place  is  Nantucket. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  all  my  friends  here  for 
the  kind  and  cordial  reception  they  gave  us. 

W.  Prentiss  Parker. 
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A  FEW  FACTS  RELATING 
TO  MAIN  STREET 


(Continued  from   Proceedings,   1917) 

The  corner  where  the  Pacific  Bank  stands  was 
called  Hammitt's  Corner.  A  house  stood  there,  inhab- 
ited by  a  family  of  that  name.  An  apothecary  shop 
was  in  front. 

In  1804,  the  National  Bank  was  founded  and  occu- 
pied the  land  where  the  Catholic  Church  now  stands 
or  the  house  owned  by  the  descendants  of  Joseph  B. 
Macy.  In  July,  1818,  the  present  bank  building  was 
finished,  the  Hammitt  house  being  moved  to  Union 
street,  corner  of  Coffin,  and  then  known  as  the  "Tal- 
lant  House."  The  peculiar  iron  railing  which  supports 
the  steps  came  from  the  old  bank  on  Federal  street. 

David  Hussey  Chase,  when  a  very  old  man,  used 
often  to  tell  Mr.  Albert  Brock,  the  cashier,  that  he  re- 
membered carting  the  door  and  window  frames  for  the 
new  bank  from  Humphrey  Cannon's  carpenter  shop. 
He  was  a  very  old  man  and  liked  to  recall  when  the 
Hammitts  gave  a  party  and  the  glasses  were  brought 
out  to  the  kitchen,  the  small  boys  in  the  neighborhood 
ate  the  sugar  in  the  bottoms,  and  he  added  naively,  "we 
felt  kinder  funny." 

The  land  west  of  the  Pacific  Bank  was  owned  by 
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William  Rotch.  There  the  Masons  built  a  lodge  build- 
ing and  June  24,  1803,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  with 
impressive  ceremonies.  Since  then,  it  has  been  occu- 
pied by  many  organizations  in  succession. 

Over  Mr.  Congdon's  drug  store  is  the  old  Pantheon 
Hall,  where  all  the  social  dances  were  held.  It  was  bare 
of  ornament,  but  had  a  small  balcony  high  up  on  the 
wall,  where  "Handy's  Orchestra",  consisting  of  himself 
and  sons,  were  boosted  up  into  this  by  means  of  a  lad- 
der which  was  then  removed  and  not  replaced  until  the 
festivity  was  over. 

Here  also,  the  Roman  Catholics  worshipped  from 
1849  to  1858,  when  they  removed  to  the  "Sons  of  Tem- 
perance" or  "Harmony  Hall"  on  Federal  street.  They 
continued  to  worship  here  until  they  built  their  church 
on  the  same  site. 

When  in  March,  1882,  the  Fire  Department  of  this 
town  decided  that  water  could  not  run  up  hill,  they  re- 
fused to  loan  their  hose  for  the  experiment.  Therefore, 
Moses  Joy  sent  to  New  Bedford,  borrowed  a  reel  of  hose 
and  demonstrated  that  water  could  be  led  from  the 
"Washing  Pond"  through  pipes  and  thrown  up  over  the 
housetops.  This  test  took  place  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Orange  streets. 

On  November  22, 1854,  gas  was  lighted  for  the  first 
time  on  the  Main  Street  of  the  town. 

I  hope  in  another  paper  to  speak  of  the  traffic  of 
the  street  and  the  business  men  of  a  century  ago,  for 
my  rambling  talk  is  not  yet  finished.  This  street  is 
like  the  Scotchman's  round  of  beef — "It's  coot  and 
coot  and  come  again." 

Annie  W.  Bodfish. 


\ 
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THE  NEW  NANTUCKET 


Members  and  Friends  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association : 

Nantucket  is  one  of  those  rare  places  on  the  Amer- 
ican continent,  where  the  New  and  the  Old,  like  the 
Lion  and  the  Lamb  of  the  proverb,  can  lie  down  to- 
gether. 

The  words  new  and  old  are  relative.  I  remember 
when  I  was  sixteen  that  thirty-five  was  the  end  of  a 
long  well-rounded  life. 

And  I  often  recall,  in  hearing  discussions  on  the 
flight  of  time,  an  old  Nantucket  Captain  of  my  child- 
hood. His  wife  was  one  of  those  persons  continually 
discussing  the  subject  of  age,  and  destroying  her 
nerves  in  the  effort  to  remember  the  exact  year  and 
month  of  hundreds  of  unimportant  events.  Her  hus- 
band, worn  out  by  this  struggle  with  the  Almanac,  said 
one  day,  "For  God's  sake,  Maria,  don't  heave  the  lead 
a  dozen  times  a  day  to  see  where  you  be !  That's  no 
way  to  enjoy  a  voyage." 

I  remember  when  living  in  Oxford,  that  the  pave- 
ment of  the  New  College  cloisters  was  being  relaid,  and 
the  old  warden,  a  man  of  over  ninety,  but  still  on  deck, 
said  pettishly  to  the  committee  who  were  arranging  the 
work :  "Pish !    Pshaw !    Nonsense !    They're  always  re- 
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laying  this  pavement.  Why,  let  me  see !  It  was  only 
seventy-two  years  ago  they  did  it  last  I" 

This  one  college,  New  College  by  name,  is  over  400 
years  old,  but  still  bears  proudly  its  insignia  and  coat 
of  arms — three  red  roses,  meaning  eternal  spring — and 
here,  as  in  Oxford,  the  old  and  the  new  walk  hand  in 
hand. 

And,  indeed,  Nantucket  bears  a  singular  blood  like- 
ness to  that  loveliest  city  in  the  world.  Where  it  lies, 
would  be  a  subtle  thing  to  define.  It  is  something  far 
removed  from  outward  appearance,  and  to  the  casual 
eye  there  would  seem  no  possible  point  of  resemblance. 
The  glorious  architecture  and  the  magnificence  of  its 
halls,  picture  galleries,  churches,  quadrangles,  courts 
and  cloisters,  the  almost  incredible  wealth  of  literary 
and  historical  treasure,  the  Bodleian  Library,  unique  in 
the  world,  now  Louvain  is  gone. 

All  these  things  seem  to  remove  the  town  of  Ox- 
ford an  illimitable  distance  from  the  wind-swept  wood- 
en houses  and  wide  rolling  moors  of  Nantucket  island. 
But  there  is  something  akin  that  lies  deeper  than  Art 
or  Literature  or  History,  or  even  Beauty.  It  is  the 
spirit  out  of  which  Oxford  grew.  The  same  gallant 
blood,  that  from  every  county  in  England  looked  to  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge  for  the  "Humanities",  was  not 
seeking  to  build  perfect  Gothic,  or  completely  beautiful 
churches  and  libraries;  these  things  were  means,  not 
ends.  They  were  the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  men's 
lives,  of  the  passion  for  knowledge  and  truth,  set  in  a 
fair  and  gentle  countryside,  that  never  knew  a  real 
"north-easter"  or  a  true  "south-wester."  Protected 
and  nourished  by  Nature  herself  their  splendour  grew. 

What  manner  of  men  built  these  enduring  memori- 
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als  ?  What  qualities  had  they  that  flowered  into  this  for 
the  wonder  and  reverence  of  the  world  ? 

The  same  sort  of  men  who  built  Cambridge,  Eng- 
land, built  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  John  Harvard 
was  no  different  in  the  quality  of  his  spirit  from  the 
men  who  founded  the  first  Nantucket  School  and  built 
the  Quaker  Meeting-House.  The  old  spirit  throve,  and 
rooted  itself  in  the  sandy  soil  of  Nantucket.  The  same 
sober,  self-respecting  fearless  blood,  with  the  same  pas- 
sion for  knowledge,  and  bold  free  living,  clean  and  hon- 
est lovers  and  fighters.  Out  of  such  ancestry  was 
born  the  town  of  Nantucket,  though  neither  wealth  nor 
circumstances  allowed  the  creation  of  the  beauty  of 
the  old  world,  the  beauty  making  soul  was  there,  out  of 
which  all  beauty  must  spring. 

And  this  brings  me  back  to  my  first  statement,  a 
strange  but  vital  likeness  between  these  grey  streets 
and  grey  houses,  with  simple  and  stately  lines,  and  the 
glories  of  Christ  Church  and  Magdalen.  The  secret  is 
no  secret.  The  spirit  was  the  same,  but  the  material 
in  which  it  must  work  was  different. 

Every  memorial  of  Nantucket's  famous  past,  is 
dear  to  her  sons  and  daughters.  It  is  a  heritage  no 
wealth  can  buy.  Neither  Fords  nor  Rockefellers  can 
claim  sailor  blood. 

Standard  Oil  and  U.  S.  Steel  and  Chicago  Beef 
magnates  carry  their  wares  to  every  port  in  spite  of 
Germany.  I  have  seen  their  "house  flags"  all  the  way 
from  Port  Arthur  to  Hong  Kong;  their  vast  profits 
make  this  possible.  But  the  Nantucket  whalers  and 
merchants  carried  the  flag  in  their  day  from  Sitka  to 
Singapore,  and  their  capital  was  men.  Their  blood 
lives  here  today — 112  Nantucket  boys  already  in  the 
war,  who  will  carry  her  name,  as  their  grandfathers 
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did,  to  alien  seas  and  skies  and  the  repute  of  honor  and 
courage  that  goes  with  it. 

I  remember  being  caught  once  in  New  Bedford  out 
of  season,  and  frugally  added  some  purchases  to  my  lug- 
gage and  then  found  I  had  not  money  enough  to  drive 
to  the  dock.  But  my  driver  turned  to  me  and  said, 
"You're  going  to  Nantucket,  ain't  you?"  "Yes,"  said  I, 
gathering  up  by  bundles.  "Livin'  there  all  the  year, 
ain't  you?  Nantucketer,  I  expect?"  "Yes",  said  I, 
modestly.  "Well,"  he  went  on,  "don't  bother  about  pay- 
ing this  voyage.  Nantucketers  can  get  'bout  what  they 
want  in  New  Bedford.  They  are  good  money  here, 
and  always  was,  but  they  don't  waste  it." 

When  we  speak  of  the  new  Nantucket,  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  motors,  of  Woman  Suffrage,  and  long  dis- 
tance telephones.  It  is  these  boys  in  our  streets,  a 
part  of  the  new  world  to  come  after  the  war,  and  I  am 
conscious  that  the  old  captains,  Sanford,  Wyer,  Joy, 
Paddock,  Clapp,  Hussey,  Gardner,  Coleman,  Baxter, 
Folger,  Swain  and  others,  in  whatever  world  they  live 
now,  must  linger  sometimes  around  the  windows  of  the 
Captain's  Room,  and  look  out  with  shrewd  and  kindly 
eyes  on  these  boys  in  the  unstained  uniform  of  the 
United  States  Navy. 

Just  plain  boys,  clever  or  dull,  fine  or  coarse,  hand- 
some or  plain,  brilliant  and  responsive  or  awkward  and 
shy,  one  and  all  are  our  boys.  There  was  no  difference 
in  God's  eyes>  when  each  man  of  them  signed  up, 
moved,  if  only  for  a  few  hours,  by  the  spirit  of  the  most 
splendid  and  unselfish  war  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

They  have  come  from  all  over  the  country ;  some 
from  new  made  towns  and  communities,  as  we  in  New 
England,  count  new;  some  from  places  almost  as  old 
and  distinguished  as  Nantucket;  from  shut-in  towns 
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and  thickly  wooded  hills.  But  they  must  feel  here, 
even  in  the  most  unreceptive  mood,  an  unwonted  at- 
mosphere about  them. 

They  may  call  it  a  dozen  names,and  many  things  go 
toward  its  making — the  sharp  smell  of  peat  on  a  foggy 
morning,  the  tonic  of  the  northeast  wind,  the  mingled 
perfume  of  the  southeast  breeze,  the  vast  open  spaces, 
to  those  who  have  lived  among  trees  and  tall  buildings. 

The  spacious  look  of  hospitality  about  all  Nantuck- 
et houses,  large  or  small,  the  blessedly  uncurtained  win- 
dows on  grey  evenings,  where  the  folks  inside  have  noth- 
ing to  hide,  and  the  folk  outside  only  good  will  in  the 
glance;  they  give  in  passing  at  the  homelike  interior, 
an  unconscious  tribute  to  three  primal  joys,  light,  heat, 
companionship. 

It  may  seem  to  the  stranger  boys,  that  these 
things  are  simply  new,  pleasant,  or  odd  experiences, 
but  they  are  coming  under  influences  they  know  not 
of.  The  hundreds  of  honest,  courageous,  liberal-mind- 
ed, shrewd  and  liberty-loving  souls  that  have  lived  and 
died  in  these  grey  houses  by  the  sea,  have  not  lived  for 
nothing  their  valiant,  clean-blooded  lives;  surely,  in 
these  old  familiar  streets  and  gardens  and  over  these 
worn  door-steps,  lingers  an  influence  that  steals  into 
the  very  fiber  of  the  soul. 

The  Bible  says  you  cannot  put  old  wine  into  new 
bottles.  I  suppose  the  word  flask  would  be  a  better 
translation,  and  this  was  a  true  saying  of  the  Hebrew 
Oriental  races.  The  new  thought  can  only  come  to 
the  Oriental  in  the  form  of  destruction  of  the  old. 

The  new  wine  is  acrid,  bitter,  disintegrating,  but 
with  the  Anglo  Saxon,  thank  God !  we  can  keep  the  glo- 
ry of  the  old  and  pour  into  it  all  the  splendor  of  the 
new. 
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Phillips  Brooks,  standing  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
was  no  alien  in  thought  or  speech,  and  he  was  in  his 
day  the  Newest  of  the  New.  But  there  was  no  dead 
saint  or  hero  in  any  corner  of  that  glorious  interior, 
who  would  say  that  the  old  flask  of  his  race  was  like 
to  break  with  the  new  wine.      So  with  Nantucket. 

Her  boys  will  not  only  carry  on  the  fame  of  their 
island  to  other  seas,  as  their  grandfathers  did  before 
them,  but  will  bring  back  to  us  the  lighted  torch  of  high 
adventure,  the  unity  and  brotherhood  of  freedom  that 
will  build  strongly  on  the  old,  the  "New  Nantucket." 

God  bless  them  every  one ! 

Harriet  Barnes  Thayer. 
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Quakerism  on  Nantucket  since  1800,  by  Henry  Barnard 

Worth.  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  1896,  out  of  print. 

Timothy  White  Papers,  by  Rev.  Myron  Samuel  Dudley. 

Vol.  1,  No.  2,  1898,  25  cts. 
Nantucket  Lands  and  Land  Owners,  by  Henry  Barnard 

Worth. 
The  Title  and  The  Nantucket  Insurrection. 

Vol.  2,  No.  1,  1901,  25  cts. 
The  Settlers,  Their  Homes  and  Government. 

(Map)  Vol.  2,  No.  2,  1902,  25  cts. 

The  Indians  of  Nantucket.    Vol.  2,  No.  3,  1902,  25  cts. 
Sheep  Commons  and  The  Proprietary. 

Vol.  2,  No.  4,  1904,  25  cts. 
Ancient  Buildings  of  Nantucket. 

Vol.  2,  No.  5,  1906,  35  cts. 
Indian  Names,  Wills  and  Estates,  Index. 

Vol.  2,  No.  6,  1910,  35  cts. 
Wills  and  Estates  Continued.         Vol.  2,  No.  7,  35  cts. 
A  Century  of  Free  Masonry  on  Nantucket,  by  Alex- 
ander Starbuck.  Vol.  3,  No.  1,  1903,  25  cts. 
Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Nantucket 
Historical  Association,  from  1895  to  1918   (with 
the  exception  of  1899,  which  is  out  of  print) ,  price 
10  cents  each. 
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land, Ohio. 

Wallace,  William,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Weeks,  Emily,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

White,  Amelia  (Barnard),  329  Bainbridge  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

White,  Elias  Henley,  700  West  End  Trust  Building,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Whitford,  J.  Mortimer,  566  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Williams,  Arthur,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Williams,  Mary  Frances  (Mitchell),  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Wing,  Clementina  (Swain),  152  Clinton  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Winslow,  Bessie  (Chadwick),  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Wood,  Nannie  Riddell,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Woodlock,  Francis  William,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Worth,  Frederick,  314  Cumberland  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Worth,  Marianna  (Coffin),  314  Cumberland  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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THE   HISTORIC   NANTUCKET  JAIL. 

This  institution  was  erected  in  1805  and  it  has  for  years  been  consid- 
ered merely  a  "relic",  seldom  having  an  inmate  and  practically  having  been 
abandoned  by  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth.  Nantucket's  freedom  for 
crime  has  made  it  apparent  that  the  island  has  no  use  for  a  jail,  and  a 
movement  has  been  started  to  officially  abandon  the  institution.  In  such 
an  event,  the  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  Nantucket  Historical  As- 
sociation acquire  the  old  building,  through  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  pre- 
serve it  as  one  of  the  island's  interesting  and  unique  land-marks. 
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Secretary, 
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Auditors, 
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Councillors. 
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WILLIAM  F.  CODD   1920 

MISS  MAY  H.  CONGDON ___1921 

MAURICE  W.  BOYER 1921 

MISS  GULIELMA  FOLGER 1922 
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Committees— 1919-20. 

Finance — William  F.  Codd,  Millard  F.  Freeborn, 
Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Publication — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock,  Arthur  H. 
Gardner,  H.  B.  Turner. 

Building— Albert  G.  Brock,  William  F.  Codd,  Miss 
Susan  E.  Brock. 

Annual  Meeting — Miss  Gulielma  Folger,  Miss 
Eliza  M.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Morgan,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Raymond,  Henry  B.  Worth. 

New  Work — Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs.  Elea- 
nor Morgan,  Miss  Hannah  G.  Hatch,  Miss  Gulielma 
Folger,  Miss  Emily  Weeks,  H.  B.  Turner,  Arthur  H. 
Gardner. 

Siasconset  House — Millard  F.  Freeborn,  Miss 
Annie  B.  Folger,  Miss  Eliza  M.  Hussey. 

Purchasing  Committee — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock, 
Millard  F.  Freeborn,  William  F.  Codd. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association  was  held  Wednesday  morning,  July  23,  in 
the  Friends'  Meeting-house  with  an  excellent  attend- 
ance, considering  the  frequent  showers.  It  was 
called  to  order  promptly  at  10  o'clock  by  the  President, 
as  there  was  a  program  arranged  which  required  that 
the  time  be  utilized.  As  the  record  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  1918  had  been  printed  in  the  "Proceed- 
ings" the  reading  of  it  was  waived. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Curator  were  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  printed  in 
the  "Proceedings."  The  Secretary  alluded  to  the 
many  prominent  members  who  had  passed  away  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  Curator,  in  her  usual  happy  man- 
ner, told  of  the  valuable  accessions  to  the  collection 
during  the  past  year. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  President's 
address  was  a  recommendation  that  the  Association 
take  immediate  and  radical  action  looking  to  the  cap- 
italization of  a  part  of  its  resources  and  income.  This 
matter  was  subsequently  referred  to  the  Council  with 
full  powers. 

The  Auditors  had  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts and  certified  to  their  correctness. 

Uberto  C.  Crosby,  chairman  of  the  Nominating 
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Committee,  reported  the  following  nominations  for 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — Alexander  Starbuck. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry  B.  Worth,  Moses  Joy, 
Millard  F.  Freeborn,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  W.  Morgan,  Arthur  H.  Gardner. 

Secretary — Miss  Emily  Weeks. 

Treasurer — Miss  Hannah  G.  Hatch. 

Curator  and  Librarian — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Councillors  for  Four  Years — Mrs.  Phebe  C.  Small, 
Harry  B.  Turner. 

The  President  appointed  as  tellers  Roland  B.  Hus- 
sey  and  Arthur  H.  Gardner,  and  made  the  usual  state- 
ment that  each  member  retained  the  divine  right  to 
scratch  from  the  ballot  any  name  he  or  she  chose  and 
substitute  another.  The  tellers  reported  69  ballots  cast, 
all  for  the  nominees  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  nominations  for  Nominating  Committee  for 
1919-20,  which,  under  the  By-Laws,  were  made  from 
the  floor,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Joseph  C.  Brock, 
Miss  Annie  Alden  Folger,  Miss  Alice  G.  Beebe,  Mrs. 
William  Barnes,  Mrs.  Albert  G.  Brock. 

President  Starbuck  then  requested  Miss  Gulielma 
Folger,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  annual  meet- 
ing, to  take  charge  of  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  program  of  the  committee.  The 
committee  had  arranged  an  excellent  literary  menu, 
which  was  admirably  timed  and  carried  through  with- 
out a  hitch. 

It  consisted  of  reading  the  following  papers: 

Letter  from  Thomas  R.  Fyfe,  bearing  on  the 
Friends'  meeting  recently  held  in  Nantucket,  read  by 
Mrs.  Stokeley  Morgan. 

"Nantucket  Builders  of  By-gone  Days,"  by  Henry 
S.  Wyer. 
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"Main  Street  of  the  Early  Days,"  a  continuation 
of  the  interesting  papers  on  the  topic,  by  Miss  Bodfish. 

"The  Quaker  Hearse,"  by  Roland  B.  Hussey,  in 
which  he  described  the  hearse  used  by  the  Society  of 
Friends'  seventy-five  years  ago,  illustrating  his  paper 
with  a  model  which  he  presented  to  the  Association. 

"Coming  'Round  Brant  Point,"  by  Mrs.  Seth  M. 
Ackley. 

"The  Old-time  School,"  by  Miss  Emily  Weeks. 

"Inherited  Architecture,"  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Thayer. 

Each  paper  was  a  gem  in  its  own  way  and  they  all 
formed  a  most  interesting  string  of  historical  pearls. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  S.  W.  Haggerty  for  a 
most  interesting  piece  of  tapestry  embroidery  was 
unanimously  passed. 

The  President  then  read  a  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Bennett  which  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  prepare,  and  after  attention  was  called  to 
the  reception  planned  for  afternoon  the  meeting  ad- 
journed, as  the  bell  in  the  South  tower  was  summon- 
ing all  to  their  noon-tide  meal. 

The  reception  at  the  meeting-house  in  the  after- 
noon could  hardly  be  called  an  unqualified  success,  so 
far  as  numbers  were  concerned.  The  President,  Sec- 
retary and  Chairman  of  the  Annual  Meeting  Commit- 
tee were  there  and  they  cordially  welcomed  the  ven- 
turesome half  a  dozen  who  braved  the  incessant  down- 
pour of  rain  and  attended. 

Four  charming  young  misses,  Beulah  Smith,  Har- 
riet Deacon,  Marie  Bartlett  and  Isabelle  Worth,  dis- 
pensed ice  cream  and  cake  just  as  enthusiastically  as 
though  the  hoped-for  and  prepared-for  crowd  had  been 
there.      And  so  the  annual  gathering  for  1919  ended. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Out  of  the  tumult  of  a  war-stricken  world  into  the 
peaceful  haven  of  these  walls,  we  come  again  to  greet 
each  other  on  the  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  our 
Historical  Association. 

The  immediate  history  of  the  past  year  is  a  short 
one. 

There  have  been  meetings  of  the  Council  when 
business  demanded,  as  well  as  meetings  of  sub-com- 
mittees. 

In  the  correspondence  of  various  societies  cour- 
teous acknowledgment  of  our  Annual  Report  has  been 
received  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  Wash- 
ington, from  the  Library  of  Congress  of  Washington, 
and  from  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  of 
California. 

The  members  of  the  California  Society  are  repre- 
sentatives of  societies  of  various  states  who  trace  their 
ancestry  to  the  Pilgrims  of  the  Mayflower.  From 
the  list  of  members  of  the  California  Society,  twen- 
ty-one (21)  trace  their  ancestry  from  Nantucket. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  look  up  our  California  May- 
flowers and  interest  them  in  the  Home  Plant? 
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Sadly  we  write  the  names  of  those  who  have  died 
the  last  year: — 

Four  life  members : 

Hon.  Alexander  Byron  Lamberton,  a  life  council- 
lor for  several  years. 

Dr.  Ellenwood  Bunker  Coleman,  a  loyal  islander, 
a  life  member  sincere  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  Association. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Bennett,  a  life  member,  our  sec- 
retary for  many  years,  one  intensely  interested  in  all 
points  of  local  history — a  woman  beloved  by  all  who 
had  the  privilege  of  her  friendship — and 

Mr.  Samuel  B.  Sweet. 
Fourteen  Annual  Members:  Mrs.  Beulah  M.  Ban- 
croft, Charles  Cook  Barrett,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wood 
Beadle,  Clinton  Folger,  Miss  Helen  Anthony  Gardner, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Mitchell  Goodsell,  Charles  L.  Green, 
W.  Scott  Keith,  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Adams  Kempton,  Josiah 
Coffin  Long,  Mrs.  Sarah  Eliza  Hallett  Mildram,  Miss 
Helen  Curtis  Mills,  Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Wyer  Morrissey, 
Henry  P.  Starbuck. 

Today  our  membership  is:  Life  Councillors,  2; 
Life  Members,  57 ;  Annual  Members,  264. 

EMILY  WEEKS,  Secretary. 
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CREDITS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  15,  1918 „__$  47.73 

Membership   dues   for   1919   117.00 

Membership  dues  for  1920 122.00 

Membership  dues  previous  to  1919 7.00 

Membership  dues  in  advance  of  1920 2.00 

Life  membership  dues 60.00 

Admission  fees  Historical  Rooms 143.50 

Rent  of  room  Siasconset  House  to  Nantucket 

Atheneum  for  branch  library 30.00 

Rent  of  Mill  land 15.00 

Cash  withdrawn  from  Springfield  Institution 

for  Savings,  account  in  full 1063.70 

Cash  withdrawn  from  People's  Savings  Bank, 

Worcester,  Mass.,  account  in  full 199.10 

Cash  withdrawn  from  Charlestown  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank,  account  in  full 45.73 

Sales  of  Bulletins  etc. 13.71 

Interest  on  Bonds 78.65 

Cash  Genealogical  work 1.00 

$1,946.12 
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DEBITS. 


Second  on  third  payment  on  Liberty  Bond  _$  550.00 

Final  payment  on  Liberty  Bond 407.80 

Wannacomet  Water  Co.,  Water  bill 8.00 

Siasconset  House,  Water  bill 10.00 

Citizens',  Gas,   Electric  and  Power    Co.,  gas 

bills   6.00 

F.  E.  Carle,  Caretaker  Mill  property 5.00 

Bay  State  League  dues 2.00 

C.  A.  Chenoweth,  Whale's  tooth 15.00 

Thomson  &  Kelley,  Bell 25.00 

Charles  F.  Wing  Co.,  Rubber  door  mat 2.50 

Typewriting   1.00 

Express   .69 

Carting .50 

Holmes  &  Co.,  Carpenter  repairs 50.33 

J.  Killen  &  Co.,  Coal 5.75 

J.  E.  Norton  Shaw,  packing 9.32 

Tools    2.40 

J.  C.  Gardner,  Oil  Barrel 10.00 

G.  Davis,  Carpenter  repairs,  'Sconset  House  _  24.45 

Carting   .50 

Fred  S.  Chad  wick,  Screens 10.76 

O.  W.  Humes,  Carpenter  repairs 2.00 

T.  C.  Pitman,  Carpenter  repairs 2.30 

Annual  Reception  bills 20.40 

Brown  &  Co.,  Lawn  mower  and  sundries 16.45 

Eben  W.  Francis,  Mason  work 14.00 

Cleaning 35.66 

Brown  &  Co.,  Broom . .85 

Typewriting   1.50 

C.  W.  Austin,  Stove  pipe  and  labor 5.35 

Stamps    12.00 

Secretary,  postage 16.34 
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H.  S.  Wyer,  Framed  painting 5.00 

W.  B.  Marden,  Plumbing 1.00 

W.  B.  Marden,  Plumbing,  Siasconset  House  _  1.00 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 17.72 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 24.70 

Cook  &  Turner,  Subscription  to  Inquirer  and 

Mirror   2.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing  and  Advertising 15.85 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing  Annual  Proceedings  105.25 

Cook  &  Turner,  Clasp  envelopes . 6.75 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing 3.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing 2.25 

Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Attendant  at  Rooms — 12 

weeks   @    6.00   72.00 

Emma    Coleman,    Attendant  at  Rooms — 12 

weeks  @  6.00 72.00 

Salary  of  Curator 100.00 

Salary  of  Treasurer 75.00 

Salary  of  Secretary 50.00 

Salary  of  Janitor   100.00 

Balance  to  new  account 18.75 


$1,946.12 


SUMMARY 
Assets. 

Fireproof  Building $8,500.00 

Meeting  House    1,500.00 

Old  Mill   1,000.00 

Collection    (Insurance)    1,000.00 

Siasconset  House   1,500.00 

Siasconset  House  collection 300.00 

$13,800.00 

Bonds     2,000.00 
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Susan  W.  Folger  Fund : 

Nantucket  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings  1,499.54 


§17,299.54 
Liabilities — None. 

Hannah  G.  Hatch,  Treasurer. 

Approved  July  17,  1919,  the  above  report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Nantucket  Historical  Association  for 
the  year  ending  June  15,  1919. 

H.  A.  Elkins. 
Carrie  J.  Long. 
Henry  S.  Wyer. 

Auditing  Committee. 


Membership,  July  22,  1919. 

Life  Councillors 2 

Life  Members   57 

Annual  Members    . .. 264 

New  Life  Members 4 

New  Annual  Members 31 

Lost  by  death  Life  Councillors   1 

Lost  by  death  Life  Members . 4 

Lost  by  death  Annual  Members 12 

Dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues  (3  years) 2 

Withdrawn 4 
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CURATOR'S  REPORT 


Mr.  President  and  Friends: 

Today  our  Association  completes  its  first  quarter- 
century  of  active  life  and  I  have  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting to  you  my  twenty-fifth  annual  report  as  Curator. 
When  one  thinks  of  writing  twenty-five  reports  and, 
what  may  be  worse,  of  listening  to  that  number,  it 
seems  wonderful  that  so  many  of  us  have  survived 
the  ordeal — but  here  we  are,  greeting  each  other  with 
smiling  faces  and  still  meeting  with  the  never  failing 
interest  in  the  objects  and  aims  that  banded  us  to- 
gether in  1894. 

It  certainly  can  be  no  surprise  to  anyone  to  hear 
that  the  past  year  has  been  the  most  quiet  and  un- 
eventful thus  far  in  our  history.  Naturally,  with  the 
whole  world  absorbed  in  vital  issues  of  the  present  and 
future,  we  could  only  keep  moving  along  the  usual 
lines  and  wait  hopefully  for  peace  and  better  times  to 
extend  and  improve  our  work. 

The  principal  accessions  to  our  collection  follow: 
In  our  picture  gallery,  three  large  oil  portraits. 
One  of  Captain  William  Felix  Brown,  a  grandson  of 
the  Captain  Hezekiah  Coffin  who  was  master  of  Ship 
Beaver,  from  which  tea  was  thrown  into  Boston  har- 
bor.      This  is  a  good  portrait,   painted  by  William 
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Swain  in  1832.  One  of  Captain  John  Alfred  Brown, 
son  of  William  Felix.  One  of  Captain  Obed  Swain, 
bequeathed  us  by  his  daughter.  We  purchased  a 
small  picture  of  the  fire-place  in  the  old  Swain  house 
at  Polpis,  painted  by  James  Walter  Folger. 

Next  in  interest  to  the  portraits,  we  have  always 
considered  the  additions  to  our  "scrim-shont"  work. 
We  have  received  one  more  whale  ivory  swift,  making 
five  in  our  possession — no  two  of  these  are  ever  alike — 
and  three  whale's  teeth,  of  which  one  was  very  finely 
engraved  by  Frederick  Myrick  in  1829  on  board  ship 
Susan,  Frederick  Swain,  master,  and  two  specimens 
that  look  as  if  they  might  have  belonged  to  some  pa- 
triarch of  a  whale  and  been  in  service  for  the  centuries 
of  its  fabled  existence.  As  you  see,  this  list  grows 
smaller  annually,  seeming  to  foreshadow  the  time 
when  these  interesting  and  characteristic  products  of 
our  whaling  industry  will  fail  to  appear  with  the  re- 
markable regularity  of  the  past. 

This  year  has  most  generously  added  to  our  col- 
lection of  Logbooks,  some  ten  having  been  given  us,  be- 
longing to  the  following  ships :  Christopher  Mitchell, 
1841,  Phebe  1842,  Edward  1849,  Martha  no  date,  one 
with  no  name,  Henry  Astor  1835,  Citizen  1844,  two  of 
the  Catawba,  both  1852,  New  Bedford  1844.  The  last 
five  mentioned  are  of  exceptional  value,  being  copious- 
ly illustrated  with  fine  and  accurate  drawings  in  col- 
ors, of  ships,  whales  and  islands  of  many  seas. 

We  have  received  large  donations  of  miscellane- 
ous manuscripts  from  various  sources  consisting  of  let- 
ters, records,  lists,  of  which  one  is  of  Nantucket  ships 
and  their  owners  in  1807,  many  account  books,  and  the 
charter  and  record  books  of  the  treasurers  and  secre- 
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taries  of  the  Ladies  Howard  Society  of  Nantucket. 
This  was  a  large  and  important  charitable  society, 
whose  labors  cover  a  period  of  about  seventy  years. 
These  reports,  besides  the  interest  naturally  attending 
the  record  of  a  noble  work,  are  fascinating  reading  to 
those  of  us  who  well  remember  the  names  of  the  earlier 
workers,  and  recall  the  figures  and  faces  of  the  later 
ones  who  walked  in  our  midst  on  their  errands  of 
mercy.  These  books  will  be  carefully  preserved  for 
the  long-looked-for  historian,  who  is  to  make  deeds 
and  works  live  again  in  the  story  of  Nantucket's  past, 
which  is  yet  to  be  written. 

A  few  miscellaneous  articles  may  be  specially  men- 
tioned: A  Notary  Public  seal  used  by  "Squire  Ben" 
Gardner,  an  antique  knitting  sheath,  a  snuff  box,  a 
sperm  candle  made  on  the  Island,  the  bell  of  the  engine 
"Dionis",  which  we  purchased  to  add  to  the  relics  of 
our  one  and  only  railroad,  a  beautiful  cane  made  from 
the  balustrade  of  the  main  staircase  of  Steamer  Island 
Home,  and  a  fine  set  of  a  dozen  War  Posters,  issued 
and  presented  to  us  by  the  United  States  Shipping 
Board,  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation. 

One  event  of  interest  was  the  Friends'  meeting 
held  in  this  room  in  June  of  this  year.  It  is  always  a 
source  of  great  gratification  to  us  to  have  the  house 
we  have  preserved  fulfill  occasionally  its  original  pur- 
pose. 

In  my  last  year's  report,  by  request  of  the  Editor 
and  Secretary  of  the  committee  on  publications  of  the 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  an  appeal 
was  made  for  financial  aid  to  further  the  publication 
of  the  Nantucket  Vital  Records,  long  delayed  for  many 
reasons.      I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  through 
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the  generosity  of  one  of  our  members,  we  were  en- 
abled to  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  this  work 
and  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  may  be  issued  within 
a  year. 

We  have  had  sent  us  recently,  the  June  number 
of  the  magazine  "Art  and  Archaeology,"  which  con- 
tains an  article  on  "The  Destruction  and  Preservation 
of  Old  Buildings  in  New  England"  with  many  illustra- 
tions, two  of  which  are  of  buildings  in  Nantucket,  and 
the  note  referring  to  these,  I  venture  to  quote  in  part, 
for  our  encouragement.  "In  far  away  Nantucket 
the  local  historical  society  has  acquired  the  old  Quaker 
Meeting  House  for  permanent  preservation  and  con- 
nected with  it  the  building  in  which  are  the  Society's 
headquarters  and  museum.  Not  content  with  this, 
it  has  also  acquired  m  'Sconset  one  of  the  quaintest 
houses  in  America,  one  of  the  best  preserved  of  the  old 
fishermen's  houses,  now  used  as  a  branch  of  the  Nan- 
tucket Library.  It  is  also  so  fortunate  as  to  own  the 
old  Windmill,  almost  the  last  survivor  of  the  large 
number  that  once  stood  in  New  England.  Like  the 
Lexington  Historical  Society  and  the  Essex  Institute, 
the  Nantucket  Historical  Society  has  thus  shown  a  fine 
example  to  other  societies,  which  may  well  lead  them 
to  emulate  this  work  in  their  own  home  towns."  It 
is  certainly  a  great  honor  for  us,  isolated  in  our  little 
New  England  corner,  to  be  classed  with  the  two  So- 
cieties named,  and  to  have  what  we  have  done,  so 
warmly  appreciated. 

In  celebration  of  our  anniversary,  it  would  seem  to 
be  a  graceful  duty,  as  well  as  a  pleasure,  for  each  mem- 
ber to  review  in  mind  the  work  accomplished  in  these 
years.      Without  wearisome  details,  we  may  say  that 
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we  have  steadily  added  to  our  stock  of  treasures  and 
to  our  field  of  usefulness. 

they  have  brought  to  the  Association  great  personal 
bereavements,  afflicting  us  severely  in  the  death  of 

The  years  have  not  been  without  their  shadows; 
many  members  closely  associated  with  our  best  efforts. 
Those  remaining  have  tried  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
with  the  means  at  command,  but  now  we  ought  to  en- 
large our  work,  especially  on  genealogical  and  educa- 
tional lines,  and  we  should  do  more  in  the  way  of  publi- 
cation, for  which  work  we  possess  a  veritable  mine  of 
most  excellent  material. 

Our  enforced  inactivity  during  the  years  of  war 
should  come  to  an  end  as  more  prosperous  times  are 
approaching,  and  as  the  tide  ebbs  only  to  flow  again, 
we  must  surely  take  advantage  of  its  flood  to  sail  our 
ship  successfully  onward  to  its  haven  of  our  many  am- 
bitious dreams. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  BROCK,  Curator. 
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Members  of  the  Historical  Society  and  Friends: 

When  we  gathered  here  for  our  Annual  Meeting  a 
year  ago  the  civilized  world  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  causeless,  brutal  and  costly  war  that  the  annals 
of  the  nations  record.  Within  four  months  from 
that  time  an  armistice  had  been  signed,  active  hostil- 
ities had  ceased  and  a  conference  had  been  arranged 
to  fix  on  the  terms  under  which  the  temporary  peace 
should  be  made  permanent. 

Surely  we  may  all  most  devoutly  pray  that  we  may 
never  see  another  struggle  of  a  similar  character. 
Whatever  may  be  our  personal  views  regarding  special 
points  in  the  compact  now  under  discussion,  there  is 
no  doubt  we  all  hope  that  a  satisfactory  solution  may 
be  arrived  at,  and  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  such 
conflicts  will  be  made  impossible,when  the  peoples  shall 
"beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares  and  their  spears 
into  pruning-hooks ;  nation  shall  not  lift  up  a  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more." 
The  Bay  State  Historical  League  has  held  three 
meetings  during  the  past  year,  all  of  which  I  have  at- 
tended as  your  delegate.  The  first  was  held  in  Fram- 
ingham  in  the  old  Academy  building  which  is  the  home 
of  the  Framingham  Society,  on  Saturday,  September 
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14th,  last.  Some  little  time  was  interestingly  spent 
in  looking  over  the  very  creditable  collection  owned  by 
the  Society.  The  League  was  welcomed  by  President 
Comer  A.  Belknap  and  a  brief  historical  and  descrip- 
tive sketch  of  the  Town  was  given  by  him.  A  paper 
on  "What  local  Historical  Societies  can  and  should  do 
in  issuing  publications,"  to  be  read  by  Mr.  Lindsay 
Swift,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  was  announced, 
but  he  was  unable  to  be  present  and  his  paper  was  read 
by  the  League's  President  and  Secretary.  It  proved 
to  be  an  essay  on  the  steps  an  historical  society  should 
take  to  secure  a  local  history  and  emphasized  points 
already  discussed.  There  were  122  present,  repre- 
senting 28  societies. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  League  year  was  not 
held  until  Saturday,  May  10th,  last.  On  that  day  the 
League  met  with  the  Cary  House  Association  in  the 
Old  Cary  House  in  Chelsea.  Some  time  was  passed 
in  inspecting  the  quaint  old  house  which  is  the  Asso- 
ciation's headquarters  and  in  which  its  collection  is  ex- 
hibited. The  topic  for  discussion  was  "What  shall 
the  local  Historical  Society  do  in  collecting  Records  of 
the  World  War"  and  it  was  treated  in  a  paper  prepared 
by  President  Cook  and,  in  his  absence,  was  read  by  the 
Secretary.  It  treated  the  various  plans  for  securing, 
scrap-booking  and  otherwise  preserving  all  attainable 
local  data,  compiling  a  full,  detailed  and  accurate  state- 
ment of  each  local  resident  who  had  been  in  any 
branch  of  the  service  and  the  parts  taken  by  them  all. 
An  interesting  discussion  followed  elaborating  the  va- 
rious plans.  The  main  point,  particularly  empha- 
sized, was  the  need  of  immediate  and  painstaking  work 
to  secure  the  material  while  it  can  comparatively  easi- 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  21 

ly  be  obtained.  There  were  67  persons  present  repre- 
senting 29  societies. 

The  third  meeting  was  the  Annual  and  it  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  June  25,  with  the  Weymouth  Historical 
Society  in  its  rooms  in  the  Fogg  Memorial  Building  in 
South  Weymouth.  The  usual  greetings  were  ex- 
changed, and  Mr.  U.  S.  Bates  read  a  paper  giving  a 
biographical  sketch  of  "A  Simple  Life  a  Century  Ago." 
The  only  changes  made  in  the  list  of  officers  were  that 
President  Cook  retired  and  Mr.  Julius  XL  Tuttle,  Li- 
brarian of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  was 
elected  in  his  stead,  Mr.  Irving  S.  Carpenter,  of  Somer- 
ville,  taking  Mr.  Tuttle's  place  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. There  were  57  present,  representing  24  soci- 
eties. During  the  past  year  three  societies  have 
joined  the  League  and  one  rejoined,  making  a  total 
membership  of  63  associations. 

It  is  with  exceeding  sadness  that  we  record  the 
passing  over  the  Great  Divide  of  so  many  of  our  prom- 
inent and  long  affiliated  members.  Some  of  them 
were  my  personal  friends  for  many  years  and  several 
of  them  had  been  associated  with  the  directorate  of 
our  Association — each  of  them  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber whom  we  could  ill  afford  to  lose. 

May  I  at  this  time  call  your  serious  attention  to 
an  important  matter  of  finance  ?  I  have  long  believed 
that  measures  should  be  taken  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  fund.  My  personal  judgment 
was  that  a  material  portion  of  the  Susan  Folger  be- 
quest should  have  been  capitalized — the  income  only 
to  be  expended  if  necessary,  and  that  future  bequests 
be  added  to  that  nucleus.  Running  expenses  should 
be  paid  out  of  annual  dues  and  some  special  expenses 
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may  well  be  met  by  an  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  our 
friends,  as  is  done  in  many  other  societies  of  a  similar 
nature.  It  is  also  a  financial  mistake,  in  my  judg- 
ment, not  to  have  capitalized  the  fees  received  from 
Life  Memberships  and  Life  Councillorships  where  such 
fees  have  been  collected.  The  theory  of  Life  Mem- 
berships, as  you  well  know,  is  the  payment  at  one  time 
of  such  a  sum  as  shall  produce  income  enough  to  nearly 
or  quite  balance  the  annual  dues.  Careful  estimates 
have  fixed  that  sum  at  fifteen  times  the  amount  of  the 
annual  dues.  Our  Association  wisely  fixed  on  that 
sum.  I  think  you  will  agree  that  the  sums  received 
from  those  sources  should  have  been  invested  and  the 
income  treated  as  annual  dues.  Actually  the  money 
appears  to  have  been  expended  as  received.  Theoret- 
ically we  should  now  have  invested  from  that  source 
$1050;  actually  there  seems  to  be  no  such  fund.  A 
gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  who  has  had  much  ex- 
perience in  organizations  similar  to  ours,  writes  me 
"And  now  a  final  word  about  the  Nantucket  Associ- 
ations' Life  Membership  dues.  I  don't  feel  that  I  ex- 
aggerate when  I  say  that  the  association's  entire  fu- 
ture seems  to  me  to  be  compromised  by  this  present 
attitude  towards  its  permanent  funds.  Not  only  is  it 
spending  its  Life  Membership  Fund  but  its  permanent 
Funds  left  it  by  bequest  seem  to  be  going  the  same 
way.  Of  course  it  is  only  a  question  3f  a  limited  num- 
ber of  years  when  the  Association  will  find  itself  on  the 
rocks  as  a  result.  This  policy  should  be  stopped  im- 
mediately and  never  again  resorted  to."  He  excepts 
the  bequest  money  invested  in  the  'Sconset  house,  for 
there  a  permanent  estate  was  secured  and  of  course  he 
would  have  to  except  that  part  of  our  funds  otherways 
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permanently  and  desirably  invested.  A  change  of  pol- 
icy will,  I  am  sure,  not  only  be  found  necessary,  but 
will  be  likely  to  secure  him  as  a  Life  Member. 

My  suggestions  in  the  premises  are: — First,  that 
the  Association  determine  by  by-law  that  monies  re- 
ceived in  the  future  for  Life  Memberships  or  Life 
Councillorships  be  placed  in  a  Permanent  Fund,  the  in- 
come of  which  alone  shall  be  used.  Second,  that  of 
the  $1,499  on  deposit  in  the  Nantucket  Institution  for 
Savings  we  set  aside  $1000  and  add  to  the  $2000  we 
already  have  in  bonds  and  establish  a  Permanent  Fund 
the  income  from  which  alone  shall  be  available  to  ex- 
pend. This  does  not  of  course  prevent  permanent 
investments.  Third,  that  measures  be  taken  to  in- 
crease that  Fund  as  early  and  as  continuously  as  pos- 
sible. It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  desirable  for  this 
meeting  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  council  with  au- 
thority to  take  such  action  as  may  seem  to  it  wise. 

Many  societies  are  taking  up  actively  the  work  of 
securing  records  of  those  who  went  from  their  com- 
munities into  service  during  the  war  just  ended.  This 
is  one  of  those  matters  which  each  municipal  organiza- 
tion is  prone  to  consider  the  especial  function  of  some 
other,  and  between  them  all  there  is  grave  danger  that 
nothing  will  be  done.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  par- 
ticular duty  of  a  Historical  Society  to  see  the  work  ac- 
complished. It  is  to  the  local  Society  that  one  in 
search  of  such  information  instinctively  turns.  A 
card  index  might  be  so  designed  as  completely  to  meet 
any  reasonable  requirement.  Photographs  of  the  in- 
dividuals should  be  secured  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  they  will  doubtless  be  gladly 
given.      The  list  should  include  women  who  have  been 
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enlisted  in  any  branch  of  the  service.  This  is  one  of 
those  matters  which  it  is  easy  to  postpone,  but  post- 
ponement is  fatal  to  accuracy. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  you  who  are  not 
already  aware  of  the  fact,  to  know  that  the  State  of 
New  York  has  so  amended  its  Education  law  as  to 
make  it  obligatory  on  each  city,  town  or  village,  ex- 
cepting a  city  of  over  one  million  inhabitants,  to  have 
appointed  a  local  historian.  The  act,  which  became 
a  law  April  11  last,  provides  for  the  method  of  ap- 
pointment, details  his  or  her  duties  and  makes  it  in- 
cumbent on  the  State  Historian  to  indicate  from  time 
to  time,  at  regular  intervals  of  not  less  than  one  year, 
the  general  lines  on  which  research  shall  be  conducted. 

Now  that  so  many  of  the  engrossing  activities 
caused  by  the  war  have  ceased  it  would  seem  as  though 
the  time  was  opportune  for  a  concerted  and  vigorous 
effort  to  increase  our  membership.  The  excellent  re- 
sults achieved  a  year  ago  by  Mr.  Wyer  with  what  he 
said  was  comparatively  little  effort,  are  an  inspiration. 
The  Society  at  Marblehead  has  a  membership  of  400 ; 
Danvers  of  550;  Nantucket  should  have  1000.  Be- 
yond a  doubt  if  our  regular  summer  sojourners  knew 
how  gladly  we  would  welcome  their  accession  to  our 
ranks  many  of  them  would  join  us.  This  is  a  subject 
the  Council  may  well  at  this  time  take  into  serious 
consideration. 
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A  FEW  FACTS  RELATING 
TO  MAIN  STREET 


BY    ANNIE    W.    BODFISH. 


(Continued  from  Proceedings  of  1918) 

The  business  of  whale  fishery  from  Nantucket  be-  \ 
gan  probably  in  1672  and  the  year  1842  saw  its  culmi- 
nation when  there  were  86  ships,  2  brigs  and  several 
schooners. 

While  their  ships  were  discovering  islands  in  the 
Pacific,  searching  for  whales  in  every  ocean  and  trad- 
ing in  all  ports,  both  East  and  West,  at  home  all  the 
people  were  busy,  happy  and  prosperous,  the  ware- 
houses crowded  with  goods,  the  streets  thronged  with 
workers,  at  the  wharves  a  forest  of  masts.  Beside 
the  shops  of  coopers  and  blacksmiths  were  the  sail 
lofts,  the  shops  of  the  riggers  and  the  rope  walks. 
Many  of  the  activities  of  a  prosperous  business  were 
on  Main  street. 

Before  the  fire  of  1846,  on  the  north  side,  were 
these  grocers:  Joseph  Nickerson,  John  P.  Swain, 
Orison  Adams,  George  Parker,  John  H.  Shaw,  Row- 
land Pollard,  Jr.,  Charles  P.  Swain,  Folger  &  Brown. 

Among  the  eight  barbers  were:  Nat  Godfrey, 
Edward  Centre  and  W.  H.  Crawford. 

Boots  and  shoes  were  sold  by:  Harvey  Crocker, 
David  Parkhurst  and  J.  W.  Olin. 

The  dry  goods  merchants  were:  George  R. 
Gardner,  Frederick  Gardner,  Josiah  Gorham,  Justin 
Lawrence,  Bovey  &  Coffin  and  0.  &  N.  Barney ;  and  in 
the  Matthew  Barney  Building  were  Lydia  Macy  and 
Susie  Folger. 
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Clocks  were  regulated  and  jewelry  made  by  East- 
ern &  Sanford,  Samuel  Swain,  Allen  Kelley  and  Walter 
Folger. 

Hardware  was  sold  by  Charles  B.  Swain,  Thomas 
Gardner  and  Daniel  Jones. 

There  were  also  auctions  and  auctioneers  in  those 
days:       George  Folger  and  Gorham  Macy. 

The  outfitters  were:  N.  and  L.  Sturtevant,  J. 
Cook,  Jr.,  &  Co.  In  the  latter  places  were  hung 
huge  canvas  bags,  each  bearing  the  name  of  a  ship 
and  into  which  were  put  the  letters  which  were  to 
carry  messages  to  the  men  in  the  far  north  or  on  some 
lonely  island  in  warm  southern  seas. 

On  Main  street,  Thomas  and  Philip  Macy  dealt  in 
oil  and  candles ;  Henry  Clapp  in  stationery,  Philip  Fol- 
ger in  cordage  and  Reuben  Macy  in  medicines. 

On  the  south  side  of  Main  street  the  tailors  were : 
Cromwell  Barnard,  Eben  W.  Allen,  William  Summer- 
hayes,  A.  T.  Allen,  John  C.  Mitchell  and  Timothy  G. 
Clapp. 

The  grocers  were:  George  Shiverick,  Joseph  B. 
Macy  and  Alexander  Cathcart. 

The  grain  dealers  were:  George  B.  Elkins,  Ba- 
ker &  Coffin,  Mitchell  &  Whitney,  David  Thain  and 
Edward  W.  Gardner;  Boots  and  Shoes:  Charles 
H.  Starbuck  and  John  V.  Sweet;  Dry  Goods: 
George  A.  Pierce,  George  H.  Riddell,  Edwin  Coffin, 
George  B.  Upton,  F.  W.  Cobb,  John  W.  Barrett,  An- 
drew Lawrence,  Eliza  Riddell,  Elijah  Alley  and  Charles 
K.  Pratt. 

It  is  said  of  the  latter  that  he  usually  sat  read- 
ing the  newspaper  with  his  feet  on  the  counter.  When 
a  customer  asked  for  goods,  he  glanced  up  and  said: 
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"Look  and  see  and  help  yourself"  and  continued  his 
reading. 

The  variety  stores  on  the  south  side  were  kept  by 
Abby  Betts  and  Isaac  Austin. 

The  painters  were  George  P.  Whippey,  Laban, 
John,  Frederick  and  Seth  Paddack. 

The  hardware  dealers:  George  W.  Macy,  Wil- 
liam C.  Swain ;  the  ship  stores,  oil  and  candles :  H.  A. 
Kelley;  while  Charles,  James  and  Henry  Kelley  were 
jewelers. 

The  first  newspaper  on  the  island  was  the  Gazette, 
printed  in  1816  in  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Main 
(then  State  street)  and  Water  streets.  The  Inquirer 
began  in  1821  in  the  back  room  of  the  second  story  of 
a  building  owned  by  William  Coffin  on  Main  and  Can- 
dle streets.  The  lower  part  was  used  as  a  post-office 
with  George  W.  Ewer  as  post-master. 

From  that  date  until  1900  it  was  the  most  rest- 
less of  publications.  Even  its  marriage  in  1865  with 
the  Mirror  did  not  steady  it.  But  whether  it  flitted 
to  Water,  Union,  Coffin,  Flora  or  Milk  streets,  it  re- 
turned at  intervals  to  different  places  on  Main  street, 
returning  three  times  to  the  Philip  Folger  building, 
where  it  now  is,  or  was  yesterday.  I  have  no  faith  in 
its  stability. 

In  1874,  Isaac  H.  Folger  started  the  Island  Review 
in  the  block  on  the  west  corner  of  Main  and  Federal 
streets.  In  1878,  Arthur  H.  Gardner,  from  the  ante- 
rooms of  Pantheon  Hall,  over  what  is  now  Congdon's 
Drug  Store,  issued  the  Nantucket  Journal.  Later, 
this  was  removed  to  the  brick  block  on  Main  street. 

There  are  still  slices  in  this  round  of  beef  that  I 
should  like  to  cut  next  year,  should  your  patience  al- 
low. 
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THE  ORIGINAL  QUAKER  HEARSE 


BY  ROLAND  BUNKER  HUSSEY. 


Mr.  President,  Fellow  Members  and  Friends : 

The  subject  of  my  paper  has  never  before,  I  think, 
been  brought  forward  for  consideration  before  the  As- 
sociation, whether  because  any  may  have  considered 
it,  but  dreaded  to  take  the  matter  in  hand ;  or  whether 
it  has  remained  unthought  of  until  the  present  day. 
It  may  seem  a  gruesome  topic — even  awesome  to  some 
— and  I  will  confess  it  does  carry  the  element  of  weird- 
ness.  But,  in  the  consideration  of  matters  historical 
there  is  always  something  of  the  objectionable  element 
presenting  itself,  and  that  makes  it  probable  that 
some  real,  truly  bits  of  historic  interest  have  escaped, 
in  consequence  of  our  natural  aversion  to  bringing  for- 
ward disagreeable  matters.  Should  we  allow  our- 
selves to  do  this,  is  a  question  that  has  confronted  me 
at  times,  as  I  have  reviewed  the  past  years  and  delved 
among  its  matters  of  historical  import ;  and  my  analy- 
sis has  led  me  to  the  opinion  that  there  is  much — yes, 
very  much  of  extremely  entertaining  matter  concern- 
ing our  island  and  her  people  that  has  never  been 
touched  upon. 

I  have  been  sincerely  interested  in  the  good  things 
that  have  already  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
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these  annual  gatherings,  in  the  papers  by  members  or 
friends ;  and  while  for  some  years  these  meetings  have 
been  side-stepped  by  me  for  what  seemed  more  urgent 
duties,  my  interest  has  not  flagged.  In  fact  I  am  not 
so  certain  but  it  has  increased,  as  more  time  for  con- 
sideration has  become  available. 

When  Christopher  Coffin  Hussey  wrote  for  his 
book  ('Talks  About  Old  Nantucket")  "the  aesthetic 
needs  of  our  nature  on  the  island  have  been  ignored 
until  the  latter  half  of  the  century.  The  principle  of 
moderation  and  simplicity  had  its  root  in  a  just  es- 
timate of  Life's  true  meaning  and  is  pre-eminently 
Christian.  With  Friends,  it  was,  however,  carried 
too  far.  Very  few,  if  any,  of  the  Friends'  houses  con- 
tained a  particle  of  anything  meant  to  minister  to  the 
love  of  the  beautiful,"  when  he  wrote  these  words  he 
was  far  from  being  too  severe  in  his  criticism,  for  the 
Quakers  (I  like  the  old-time  name  better  than 
"Friends")  were  ultra  severe  in  many  of  their  ways. 
Ostentation  was  a  word  far  removed  from  their  vo- 
cabulary ;  and  simplicity  in  its  crudest  form  was  one  of 
the  strong  tenets  of  the  most  radical  of  the  sect. 
Christopher  could  speak  plainly  as  he  did,  for  it  was 
the  truth;  and  he  knew  them  well,  having  been  a 
preacher  among  them  in  his  earlier  years,  while  still 
carrying  on  his  trade  as  a  tinsmith;  and  later  becom- 
ing a  Unitarian  minister.  This  strict  conservatism 
has  been  criticized  by  Quakers  from  off  island,  one  of 
whom  claimed  that  the  cold  severity  of  the  Nantuck- 
et Quakers  was  not  common  among  them  in  other  sec- 
tions, and  he  was  led  to  believe  it  resulted  from  their 
isolated  environment. 

But  that  the  island's  Quakers  were  extremists  as 


30  THE  ORIGINAL  QUAKER  HEARSE 

to  any  outward  show  was  nowhere  more  forcibly  evi- 
denced than  in  their  care  for  the  dead.  This  brings 
me  to  the  main  point  of  my  story — The  Original  Qua- 
ker Hearse. 

A  few  years  ago,  rambling  through  these  rooms, 
noting  the  splendid  accumulation  of  things  antique, 
with  the  spring  cart,  the  fire  engine,  etc.,  in  the  base- 
ment, the  whereabouts  of  the  Original  Quaker  Hearse 
came  to  mind,  and  I  remarked  it  was  a  pity  it  could 
not  have  been  preserved  to  show  the  present  and  the 
future  generations  what  to  my  mind  was  one  of  the 
most  primitive  and  severe  features  of  our  forbears' 
many — shall  I  call  them  notions?  Inquiry  developed 
the  fact  that  the  vehicle  long  ago  went  out  of  exist- 
ence, excepting  the  wheels,  which  are  said  to  be  re- 
maining and  perfect.  When  time  and  mood  are  right, 
I  will  make  a  replica  of  that  crude  institution,  was  my 
resolve.  I  remembered  it  well,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  of  the  minor  details,  and  these  latter  were 
supplied  me  by  the  late  Dr.  Ellenwood  B.  Coleman,  who 
was  in  a  position  to  know,  as  will  appear  as  the  story 
unfolds.  As  a  lad,  horses  and  vehicles  interested  me. 
I  knew  every  horse,  cart,  chaise,  etc.,  on  the  island, 
and  that  may  account  for  my  having  remembered  this 
strange  vehicle.  My  paternal  grandmother  lived  in  a 
house  that  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Milk  and 
Saratoga  streets,  where  the  Reyot  house  now  stands, 
and  naturally  much  of  my  time  was  spent  in  that 
neighborhood,  which  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Qua- 
ker burying  ground — in  which  latter  stood  a  small 
building  that  housed  the  hearse — and  opportunities  for 
frequent  inspection  of  it  were  common.  Francis 
Folger(  father  of  the  late  Josiah  Folger)  "drove"  it, 
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and  it  was  such  a  harsh  method  of  transporting  the 
dead  that  it  must  have  left  a  lasting  impression  on 
my  young  mind.  In  any  event,  Dr.  Coleman  was  kind 
enough  to  compliment  the  working  drawing  I  made, 
and  late  in  the  fall  of  1918  work  of  construction  was 
started.  Ill  health  retarded  progress,  but  each  avail- 
able moment  was  given  to  the  work,  and  last  week  it 
was  completed,  and  is  offered  to  this  Association  for 
its  exhibit,  if  desired. 

When  it  was  built  and  put  into  commission  are 
facts  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain,  but  talks  with 
several  octogenarians  indicate  it  must  have  been  in 
very  early  years.  We  had  then  no  wide-awake  local 
newspaper  to  record  things  of  home  interest,  as  exists 
in  the  present  day,  and  it  would  be  only  possible 
through  some  official  record  or  individual  diary  that 
this  matter  could  be  cleared  up.  Do  any  of  you  know 
of  such? 

And  whenever  I  sought  information  concerning 
the  time  its  use  as  a  hearse  was  discontinued  to  give 
way  to  a  rather  "softer"  (that  word  seems  to  fit)  ve- 
hicle with  four  wheels,  I  have  met  with  no  success,  but 
am  confident  it  was  in  the  late  fifties  or  early  sixties. 
But  the  history  of  its  last  days  I  have  complete,  as  giv- 
en me  by  Dr.  Coleman,  and  this  I  will  couple  with  a 
description  of  it,  for  the  latter  would  seem  appropriate 
in  order  to  convey  to  the  people  its  crude  construction. 
It  had  two  wheels,  no  springs  and  made  in  the  form 
of  a  dump  cart,  excepting  that  the  "forebuck"  and 
sides  were  not  boarded  in,  leaving  it  entirely  open,  like 
a  hay  rack.  The  sides  were  low — about  16  inches. 
The  wheels  were  rather  large,  the  spokes  flat,  and  the 
hubs  just  plain,  straight  cylinders  of  wood,  without 
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a  lathe  tool  mark  to  give  any  semblance  of  finish,  while 
the  iron  bands  about  the  hubs  were  put  on  roughly,  and 
not  sunken  in  flush  with  the  wood.  The  axles  were  of 
wood,  and  the  wheels  were  held  to  them  by  lynch-pins, 
while  pieces  of  leather  were  nailed  to  the  axles,  extend- 
over  the  joints  between  them  and  the  hubs  to  keep  out 
the  sand.  A  rough  board  seat  was  fitted  across  the 
front  of  the  rails  for  the  driver's  accommodation, 
while  there  was  a  narrow  board  for  his  feet  to  rest  on. 
While  the  old  style  back-saddle  chain  was  used,  the  ve- 
hicle was  drawn  with  traces  to  a  whiffle-tree,  instead 
of  by  rings  on  the  hames  engaging  the  front  end  of  the 
shafts.  On  the  floor  of  the  hearse  was  carried  a 
stretcher,  which  had  a  roller,  made  in  the  form  of  an 
elongated  spool,  fitted  in  the  forward  end  between  the 
shafts,  and  these  two  rollers  slipped  into  depressions 
in  the  floor  as  the  stretcher  bearing  the  coffin  was 
pushed  in  over  a  permanent  roller  extending  across 
the  "tail"  of  the  hearse,  two  lugs  on  the  under  side  of 
the  stretcher  resting  against  the  back  side  of  station- 
ary roller,  the  burden  being  thus  protected  from  mov- 
ing. The  custom  was  in  those  days  to  "lay  out"  the 
deceased  in  a  sheet,  the  body  being  placed  in  a  white 
pine  coffin,  the  latter  devoid  of  paint,  or  stain,  or  the 
smell  of  flowers.  No  silver-plated  or  nickled  screw- 
heads  showing.  Just  plain,  ordinary  iron  screws  held 
down  the  lid.  In  this  crude  outfit  our  forefathers 
conveyed  to  their  last  resting-places  in  the  Qua- 
ker Burying  Ground,  the  remains  of  hundreds  (I  shall 
be  safe  in  saying  thousands)  of  their  departed,  which 
were  given  to  the  earth  without  mark  to  show  the 
families  where  they  were  laid.  The  rough,  undula- 
ting ground  of  that  old  burial  lot  is  literally  paved  with 
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the  remains  of  our  ancestors;  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  space  on  the  north  side,  as  before  noted,  no 
marks  were  permitted.  On  this  excepted  lot,  stones 
of  a  very  limited  height  were  allowed.  Are  you  not 
glad,  my  hearers,  that  this  cold,  harsh-appearing 
method  of  paying  farewell  to  dear  ones  has  been  sup- 
planted by  methods  that  are  not  so  apparently  heart- 
less, but  which,  perhaps,  are  growing  a  little  more  to 
the  other  extreme? 

And  now,  I  will  present  to  you  the  facts  bearing 
upon  the  final  disposition  of  the  old  hearse,  and  the  in- 
cident that  hurried  its  departure. 

When  it  was  discarded  for  use  as  a  hearse,  David 
G.  Hussey,  prominent  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  took 
it  to  the  Lot  Palmer  farm  he  owned  in  "The  Woods" 
and  stored  it  there  in  a  shed  with  other  cast-offs.  La- 
ter, Capt.  Henry  Coleman  bought  the  place  and  con- 
tents. A  storm  blew  down  the  shed,  and  the  thills 
of  the  hearse  were  broken  off.  Capt.  Coleman's  two 
youngest  sons,  Robert  and  Ellenwood,  were  raising  a 
yoke  of  steers,  and  conceived  the  idea  that  they  could 
use  the  body  to  make  a  training  cart  for  them.  A 
tongue  was  fastened  to  it,  and  the  education  of  the 
steers  proceeded  splendidly,  and  many  a  boy  compan- 
ion had  a  ride  in  the  old  hearse.  It  appears  these 
steers  were  usually  pastured  in  a  field  near  Hawthorne 
lot,  opposite  the  Charles  Folger  farm,  and  one  day, 
when  there  was  a  particularly  large  number  of  guests 
aboard,  the  steers  took  it  into  their  heads  they  would 
like  to  feed  rather  than  draw  about  a  lot  of  rollicking 
lads.  They  bolted  for  their  grazing  field,  and  there 
was  no  way  of  stopping  them.  As  they  drew  near 
their  objective,  Uncle  Jimmy  Bunker  and  Aunt  Rebec- 
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ca  were  driving  in  from  "the  lot"  behind  Old  Whitey. 
Uncle  Jimmy  at  first  could  not  make  out  what  was  ap- 
proaching amid  a  cloud  of  dust,  but  scenting  a  run- 
away, with  his  usual  carefulness  hauled  out  to  one  side 
to  give  the  road  to  the  strange,  oncoming  outfit.  As 
they  reached  the  entrance,  the  steers  stopped,  await- 
ing letting  down  the  bars.  Uncle  Jimmy  took  a  lunar 
of  the  situation,  and  shook  his  head  in  disapproval  as 
he  contemplated  the  old  hearse  full  of  noisy  boys, 
drawn  by  a  pair  of  as  yet  uneducated  steers,  and  giv- 
ing Old  Whitey  the  "Gid-dap!"  kept  on  homeward. 
On  the  way  he  met  Capt.  Coleman,  and  whoaing  up, 
remarked:  "Well,  Henry,  I've  seen  something  this 
afternoon  I  never  expected  to  live  to  see!"  "Why, 
what  was  that,  James?"  said  the  Captain.  "Why, 
the  old  Quaker  hearse,  drawn  by  a  pair  of  runaway 
steers,  and  filled  with  a  big  lot  of  live  boys!  Gid- 
dap!"  Captain  Coleman  pondered  a  little  over  the 
matter,  and  the  episode  struck  him  as  sacrilege.  He 
said  nothing  to  the  boys,  but  had  his  saw  and  axe  put 
in  order,  and  when  they  were  not  present,  reduced  the 
outfit  to  kindling  wood,  excepting  the  wheels,  which 
were  used  for  various  purposes  later,  and  as  previous- 
ly mentioned  are  still  extant. 

And  this  was  the  same  vehicle  referred  to  in  "The 
Nantucket  Scrap  Basket,"  under  the  head,  "Buried  in 
Two  Sections,"  which  story  was  corroborated  by  the 
late  Gorham  Hussey,  when  interviewed  on  the  matter 
by  our  late  sheriff,  Josiah  F.  Barrett,  the  deceased  be- 
ing the  great  grand-father  of  the  writer. 

"At  the  time  'Uncle  Cromwell'  Coffin  died  at  his 
home  at  the  North  Shore,  on  the  present  site  of  Sea 
Cliff  Inn,  Uncle  'Liphey  Paddock'  was  sexton.      It  was 
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the  custom  in  those  days,  after  the  service,  for  the 
corpse  to  be  placed  in  the  hearse  before  any  person  left 
the  house,  and  the  driver  then  moved  away  to  make 
room  for  carriages  for  the  family  and  other  mourners. 
Uncle  Liphey  was  a  bit  hard  of  hearing,  but  under- 
stood his  job  generally.  The  coffin  was  placed  on  the 
hearse,  and  Uncle  Liphey  moved  away  to  a  respectable 
distance.  Somebody  then  told  him  to  move  on,  with 
the  purpose  of  making  room  for  carriages  at  the  door. 
He  thought  it  the  signal  to  proceed  and  started  off,  the 
immediately-following  vehicles  moving  with  him;  and 
this  first  section  proceeded  down  the  hill,  through 
Centre  street,  beyond  the  curve,  before  the  second  sec- 
tion got  under  way.  When  the  "first  carriage"  of  this 
section  reached  Lily  street,  the  driver  thought  the 
others  had  passed  that  way,  and  drove  in,  the  others 
following.  Meanwhile  Uncle  Liphey's  section  had 
reached  Main  street,  and  started  westward  for  the 
burying  ground.  About  this  time,  Samuel  Remsen, 
a  "carman"  drove  up  and  essayed  to  get  ahead  of  the 
funeral  cortege.  Uncle  Liphey,  who  was  a  "rough 
stick",  thought  this  was  a  challenge,  and  exclaiming: 
"Not  by  a  d — d  sight,  Sam  Remsen !  You  can't  beat 
me !"  whipped  up  his  horse  and  went  prancing  up  Main 
street  at  a  lively  gait,  the  others  hurrying  to  keep 
pace.  Uncle  CromwelPs  remains  were  duly  placed  in 
the  grave,  and  as  the  first  section  drove  out  to  the 
street,  the  second  section  was  just  coming  up.  It 
was  Uncle  Liphey's  last  day  as  sexton." 

So  you  see,  friends,  the  old  hearse  went  through 
a  varied  experience,  both  in  its  intended  role,  and  as 
a  training  cart  for  steers. 

Do  you  suppose,  my  friends,  any  other  community 
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ever  held  such  an  outfit  for  the  same  purpose?  I 
never  heard  of  such.  Possibly  there  may  have  been, 
and  the  fact  (as  in  our  case)  left  unrecorded.  Of 
course  the  primitiveness  of  things  in  early  years  was 
the  custom  of  the  day  and  time,  and  was  given  no  con- 
sideration then  as  to  its  historical  value  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

In  seeking  to  verify  facts  that  were  obscure  to  me, 
I  have  been  surprised  how  few  of  my  contemporaries 
could  recall  the  old  hearse,  and  how  very  few  could 
describe  it.  The  very  nature  of  the  thing  may  have 
made  them  willing  to  forget  it  while  yet  young. 
"Uncle"  Edward  Coleman,  who  was  an  expert  carpen- 
ter, held  a  continual  grouch  against  the  builders  of  the 
old  vehicle,  inasmuch  as  they  used  round  tenons  in  its 
construction,  rather  than  the  more  precise  mortise  and 
tenon.  But  it  was  a  part  of  its  crudity,  and  "Uncle" 
Edward's  criticism  was  certainly  uncalled  for. 

Perhaps  some  of  you  may  like  to  continue  on  this 
line  of  thought  and  dig  up  for  next  year's  gathering  a 
history  of  the  second  Quaker  hearse,  of  four-wheel 
capacity,  driven  much  of  its  existence  by  the  late 
Stephen  Gibbs.  Or  of  the  "Black  Maria,"  of  Shef- 
field memory.  There  is  a  field  here  for  an  entertain- 
ing story.      Who  will  engage  to  cover  it? 
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BY  MRS.  SETH  M.  ACKLEY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  feel  deeply  honored  that  you  have  asked  me  to 
speak  to  you,  for  I  am  only  a  Nantucketer  by  mar- 
riage, affection  and  adoption.  When  I  first  saw  the 
island  in  1879  I  sailed  into  the  harbor  on  a  government 
vessel,  with  my  husband,  then  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Navy,  who  was  detailed  for  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
work,  which  took  us  from  Mexico  to  Maine.  He  was 
in  command  of  the  "Eagre,"  a  yacht  which  had  a  trag- 
ic past,  having  been  owned  and  sailed  by  Commodore 
Garner  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  and  which,  at 
anchor  in  New  York  harbor,  was  struck  by  a  sudden 
squall,  capsized  and  sank.  Commodore  Garner,  his 
wife,  and  several  guests  were  drowned.  For  some 
time  the  ill-fated  craft  found  no  purchaser  but  finally 
the  government  bought  her  and  fitted  her  out  for 
Coast  Survey  work,  and  my  first  trip  in  her  was  from 
New  York  to  Nantucket. 

It  was  a  different  town  through  which  we  walked, 
after  landing  at  the  old  wharf.  There  were  no  as- 
phalted streets ;  all  the  shore  from  Brant  point  to  the 
present  bathing  beach  was  over-grown  with  dusty- 
miller,   goldenrod,   aster,   and   lovely   swamp   honey- 
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suckle,  where  now  the  fine  summer  cottages  face  the 
sea. 

The  Town  Crier  was  going  through  the  streets, 
ringing  his  bell,  and  calling  out  "Sale  of  beef  and  mut- 
ton! Sale  of  beef  and  mutton  down  at  Burgesses' 
market!"  We  passed  a  barrow,  or  stall  in  front  of 
what  is  now  Gardiner's  Art  Shop,  where  bluefish  were 
exposed  for  sale,  and  beautiful  they  looked,  gleaming 
silver  in  the  evening  light.  I  remember  that  they 
were  25  cents  apiece.  This  sounds  like  a  fable  now- 
a-days — a  good  fish  story — but  it  is  true. 

I  had  never  been  in  New  England  till  that  day, 
and  the  little  grey  town,  creeping  up  gentle  inclines 
from  the  waters'  edge,  struck  me  as  having  a  very  for- 
eign air,  so  different  in  plan  and  architecture  from  the 
places  south  of  Mason  and  Dixons'  Line,  to  which  I 
was  accustomed.  Everything  neat,  compact,  meant 
to  house  people.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  a  single 
veranda  or  porch,  except  the  covered  door-ways,  and 
my  eyes  were  used  to  more  veranda  than  house,  both 
upstairs  and  down,  for  those  wide  galleries  are  the  liv- 
ing rooms  of  Southern  people. 

If  "Beauty  is  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder"  mine 
were  sadly  lacking,  for  I  saw  no  beauty,  but  was  op- 
pressed by  the  prim  coldness  of  closed  doors,  the  air  of 
withdrawal  and  seclusion.  Little  did  I  think  then 
that  the  time  would  ever  come  when  I  should  write 

In  which  of  thy  moods  do  I  love  thee  best 

Dear  Island  of  my  choice? 
Basking  in  sun,  veiled  in  thy  mists, 

Or  loud  with  the  tempests'  voice? 

Yet  so  it  was,  and,  speaking  of  islands,  we  visited 
many,  lived  for  three  years  in  one,  before  the  Long 
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Trail  ended,  and  in  all  of  them  found  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  which  marks  the  people  of  this  dear 
spot — steadfast  affection  and  loyalty  to  the  birth- 
place. They  wander  far  and  near  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  but  wherever  one  meets  them  they  are  always 
planning  "some  day  to  go  back  home."  Once  as  we 
were  steaming  into  the  harbor  of  Ceylon,  a  stalwart 
man  standing  on  the  landing  stage,  put  his  hand  to  his 
mouth,  as  we  made  fast,  and  shouted  "Hello,  Seth! 
Coming  round  Brant  Point?" 

What  an  evening  they  had !  Coatue,  the  Haulover, 
Madaket,  Sankaty,  and  Tuckernuck  sounded  strange 
enough  in  that  island  where  the  warm  dusk  was  heavy 
with  the  odor  of  a  thousand  spices,  amid  palms  and  or- 
chids, snakes  and  Cingalese.  And  that  was  only  one 
of  many  ports  where  we  saw  familiar  faces  from  the 
old  home  town,  sailors  mostly,  for  Nantucket  has  al- 
ways pointed  out  to  her  sons  the  glittering  treacherous 
highway,  and  they  have  followed  it,  many  to  the  "vast 
and  wandering  grave,"  many  to  success  and  achieve- 
ment in  far  countries. 

We  met  a  great  old  ruler  of  a  small  island,  the  Ma- 
harajah of  Johore,  who  said  "no  one  knows  how  beau- 
tiful an  island  can  be  until  they  have  seen  my  island," 
and  we  did  see  it  later  on,  and  were  his  guests  for  an 
unforgetable  fortnight,  and  surpassingly  lovely  it  was 
after  a  wild,  tropical,  tangled  fashion;  but  one  night, 
after  a  day  spent  in  watching  the  natives  cut  jungle 
(we  were  seated  on  elephants'  backs  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  venomous  snakes,  scorpions  and  leeches)  my 
husband  said  "I  would  not  exchange  the  whole  of  this 
poisonous  island  with  all  its  Palaces,  for  standing 
room  in  Sauls  Hills." 
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So,  and  not  otherwise,  the  hillman  loves  his  hills ; 
so,  and  not  otherwise,  Virginians  love  Virginia.  Once 
in  a  small  Virginia  town  a  resident  received  a  call  from 
a  new  comer.  After  the  guest  had  left,  the  little 
daughter  of  the  house  said  to  her  mother.  "Where 
did  that  lady  come  from?"  The  mother  replied: 
"Hush,  dear;  you  must  never  ask  such  a  question;  it 
would  be  very  embarrassing  for  her,  for  of  course  if 
she  had  been  from  Virginia  she  would  have  said  so." 

That  is  the  way  we  feel  about  Nantucket.  We 
say  so.  There  may  be  the  hoot  of  the  motor  horn  in 
the  once  quiet  streets,  but  sea  and  sky  are  unchanged, 
the  moors  still  stretch  crimson  and  purple,  the  pines 
point  their  lean  green  fingers  away  from  the  wind,  and 
no  matter  where  we  wander,  our  hearts  are  always 
"coming  'round  Brant  Point." 
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THE  OLD-TIME  SCHOOL 


BY  EMILY  WEEKS. 


The  question  whether  the  present  school  methods 
produce  as  satisfactory  results  as  those  of  former 
times  suggests  a  review,  short  and  cursory  though  it 
must  be,  of  the  older  curriculum  of  work  in  our 
schools,  presenting  thereby  differences  which  may  or 
may  not  produce  permanent  results  in  formation  of 
habit  and  intelligent  developments. 

In  our  island  community  half  or  three  quarters  of 
a  century  ago,  boys  and  girls  had  little  beyond  what 
the  local  events  offered  for  amusement  or  educational 
aid.  The  "movies"  of  that  epoch,  were  the  arrival  of 
a  whaleship  bringing  fathers  and  brothers  with  their 
remarkable  tales  of  foreign  countries  and  their  won- 
derful stores  of  curios.  Often,  these  stimulated  the 
boys  of  the  town  to  turn  seaward  and  leave  behind  the 
duller  life  of  school  and  books. 

Yet,  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century  the  town 
supported  three  large  buildings  known  as  the  North, 
the  South  and  the  West  schools — besides  several  ex- 
cellent private  schools — all  filled  with  pupils.  In 
these  schools  many  who  listen  today,  found  their  earli- 
est educational  interest. 

Our  school  system  was  somewhat  different  three- 
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quarters  of  a  century  ago.  Entrance  to  a  public 
school  was  at  the  tender  age  of  three  and  one-half  or 
four  years  into  what  was  known  as  the  Infant  school. 
Children  learned  to  read,  to  count,  to  add  and  subtract 
by  the  aid  of  a  mechanical  contrivance,  chiefly  balls 
strung  upon  wires,  and  by  pictures  in  the  Primer 
Arithmetic,  showing  houses  with  chimneys  and  houses 
without  chimneys,  or  men  with  hats  on  and  men  with- 
out hats — with  the  problem  to  solve:  How  many  men 
with  hats  on,  if  there  be  ten  in  all  and  three  have  their 
hats  off? 

This  to  illustrate  the  force  of  visual  aid  to  the 
young  arithmetician.  There  was  no  rule  to  remember, 
nothing  but  the  simple  countingand  the  positive  result. 
This  simple  combination  of  word  and  object  was  used 
also  in  spelling,  the  single  word  of  few  letters,  illus- 
trated by  its  meaning.  There  was  no  attempt  at  pen- 
manship, no  drawing,  except  natural  skill,  with  which 
the  child  might  amuse  himself  on  his  slate. 

After  a  year  or  two  in  this  department  the  child 
advanced  to  the  Primary  and  here  wider  vision  opened 
to  him.  Multiplication  was  a  great  delight — set  to 
music — and  the  picture  of  sixty  or  more  children,  sit- 
ting with  folded  arms  and  by  swaying  body  emphasiz- 
ing the  rhythmic  force  of  "5  times  1  are  5,"  certainly 
remains  distinct  in  the  minds  of  octogenarians  of  to- 
day. Geography,  too,  opened  its  marvels,  inspiring 
the  song 

"The  earth  is  round  and  like  a  ball 
Seems  swinging  in  the  air." 

Reading  advanced  and  spelling  reached  longer  and 
more  difficult  words. 

Next  came  the  Grammar  school,  a  wonderful  place 
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presided  ever  by  a  man — a  fact  intimidating  to  most, 
who  had  known  only  a  gentle  motherly  care  with  re- 
proofs surely  and  now  and  then  indeed  severer  meth- 
ods inflicted  upon  the  wayward. 

Grammar  school  meant  grammar.  Here  came 
the  study  of  rules,  declension  and  conjugation,  the 
marvellous  parts  of  speech,  leading  often  to  speech  not 
contained  in  our  books  of  Grammar.  Elements  of 
analysis  and  parsing,  mysterious  and  hopeless,  often- 
times. There  were  no  mechanical  aids  in  those  days 
as  to  the  class  of  element  or  its  proper  belonging — it 
was  an  appeal  strictly  to  the  knowledge  of  the  student. 
The  wonder  maze  of  tense  with  the  uncertainty 
whether  we  shall  be  or  shall  have  been,  led  many  a  one 
to  the  wish  that  he  would  rather  not  be  at  all. 

Arithmetic  broadened  and  opened  remarkable  vis- 
tas of  knowledge  with  Tables  of  Measure,  its  Rules 
for  Interest,  Square  and  Cube  Roots  and  many  com- 
binations that  seemed  just  made  to  torment. 

Reading  and  some  distinct  ideas  of  what  Litera- 
ture contained  came  as  a  bit  of  delight  to  opening  in- 
telligence. Penmanship,  too,  with  writing-books  and 
some  worthy  counsel  set  as  the  pattern,  "The  way 
of  the  transgressor  is  hard"  written  so  well  that  the 
pattern  transgressor  alone  could  save  the  page.  In 
this  department,  discipline  became  a  more  evident 
part  of  school  life.  Boys  and  girls  were  older,  dared 
do  more  and  brave  the  penalty  that  surely  came — and 
who  does  not  remember  plainly  the  "public  examina- 
tions," when  the  room  was  filled  with  parents  and 
friends  who  came  to  hear  recitations  of  the  wonderful 
problems  in  arithmetic,  or  parsing  of  intricate  con- 
struction.      What  days  they  were!       When  we  took 
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our  places  to  be  the  pride  or  the  disappointment  of  the 
waiting  crowd. 

The  next  progressive  step  was  into  the  High 
School.  The  wonderful  day  of  written  examination 
for  entrance  into  this  Inner  Temple  was  fraught  with 
fear  and  trembling.  The  entire  day  was  devoted  to 
the  answering  of  questions  in  arithmetic,  geography, 
grammar,  traversing  trickey  paths  in  which  the  nerv- 
ous pupil  was  prone  to  go  astray  unless  held  by  calm- 
ness and  self-control.  At  the  close  of  the  day,  while 
the  Great  Powers  held  conference  over  merit  and  de- 
merit, the  anxious  candidates  awaited  the  decision. 
By  numbers  were  they  informed  who  had  and,  alas! 
who  had  not  been  declared  qualified  to  enter. 

Here  in  the  High  School  there  were  new  worlds 
to  conquer,  new  subjects,  new  methods  appeared;  al- 
gebra, geometry,  history,  physics  and  foreign  lan- 
guages, called  for  new  energy  and  application.  The 
three  or  four  years,  under  teachers  many  of  whom 
knew  wonderfully  well  how  to  evolve  the  best  and 
strongest  in  the  pupil,  equipped  them  for  personal  ef- 
fort in  various  directions.  A  system  of  Graduation 
was  established  and  in  1857  the  first  class  armed  with 
diplomas  emerged  into  the  world's  work. 

Such  was  the  school  career  of  Nantucket  boys 
and  girls  in  the  days  of  her  historic  past.  Demands 
for  education  today  are  quite  different  both  for  teacher 
and  pupil.  The  world  is  bigger  than  it  was  seventy- 
five  years  ago,  and  to  keep  pace  with  the  progressive 
spirit  of  the  age,  demands  diversity  of  skill  and  meth- 
od.     Fundamentals,  however,  must  be  the  same. 

The  great  industrial  processes  open  to  the  youth 
of  today,  even  in  our  little  community,  are  no  longer 
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limited  to  the  outfitting  trades  of  the  whaleship;  do- 
mestic science  may  fit  the  girl  to  be  her  own  house- 
keeper and  kitchen  mistress  and  handicrafts  of  many 
kinds  offer  their  challenge  for  old  time  handiwork. 

All  honor  to  the  past!  All  hail  to  the  success 
awaiting  the  boys  and  girls  of  today ! 

I  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  the  older  system 
without  an  appreciative  tribute  to  the  teachers  of 
that  day — men  and  women,  most  of  whom  belonged 
to  Nantucket.  They  understood  their  work  and  per- 
formed it  modestly  and  efficiently.  Changes  were 
rare  in  the  corps  of  those  faithful  workers  giving  the 
best  they  had  in  character  and  knowledge.  The  few 
of  us  who  remain  to  recall  them,  honor  and  respect 
their  memory — men  and  women  who  loved  their  work 
and  who  won  for  themselves  the  enduring  gratitude  of 
their  pupils. 
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HEREDITARY  ARCHITECTURE 


BY  HARRIET  BARNES  THAYER. 


I  suppose,  when  one  reaches  the  happy  table  land 
of  fifty  years,  the  subject  of  heredity  assumes  larger 
proportions,  for  then  we  can  begin  to  count  results,  see 
the  effects  of  causes — perhaps  not  so  much  in  our  own 
families,  but  very  plainly  in  our  neighbors'  children. 
We  begin  to  have  sufficient  background  and  data  to 
form  our  judgments  on  facts,  and  by  examining  back- 
ward, can  see  the  logical  necessity  of  many  things 
thought  of  as  arbitrary  uses  of  authority  in  our  days 
of  youthful  anarchy,  and  self-assurance. 

But  there  is  one  form  of  hereditary  thought  that 
comes  to  us  directly,  intact,  concrete,  well-moulded — 
pure  and  undefiled,  thank  God — and  the  sweet  and 
wholesome  fruit  of  our  ancestors'  virtue.  Blessedly  free 
from  change,  and  fantastic  and  hysterical  fads  of  mod- 
ern life.  I  mean  the  sturdy,  self-respecting,  honestly 
built,  and  wholly  beautiful  old  Nantucket  house. 

Of  course,  the  builders  of  these  old  homesteads 
had  many  faults,  probably ;  but  no  man  could  plan  and 
build  one  of  these  spacious  and  genial  dwelling  places, 
without  being  a  better  man  for  it.  The  thought  must 
have  been  in  his  brain  before  he  created  the  house — 
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dignified,  restrained,  clean  cut,  and  solid  as  a  teak- 
wood  ship.  North  room,  south  parlor,  kitchen,  cham- 
ber, sitting  room,  honest  fireplaces,  clean  white  paint, 
carving  done  by  hand  and  not  stuccoed  on,  a  mighty 
chimney- — the  heart  of  the  house — as  if  the  few  books 
carefully  kept  on  shelving  were  its  soul. 

He  must  have  had  a  fine  eye  for  the  sweep  of  a 
roof,  a  generous  hand  for  space  and  sunlight,  and  a 
stiff  independence  that  moved  him  to  put  his  front 
door  where  he  wanted  it,  and  not  where  the  street  hap- 
pened to  be,  and  to  cut  a  window  where  his  wife  needed 
better  light  on  her  sewing.  These  two  facts  alone 
would  endear  any  architect,  to  my  mind,  as  both  artis- 
tic and  sensible. 

The  man  who  built,  as  these  men  built,  must  have 
had  honesty  in  the  blood.  No  little  squeezed-up  fire- 
places for  him,  no  foolish  and  ugly  ornamentation  that 
blows  down,  or  happily,  off,  with  the  second  easterly 
gale.  No  imitation  or  sham,  anywhere.  That  marks 
the  sound  builder  who  knows  his  work  is  honest  and 
can  face  the  light.  His  splendid  oak  beams  show,  as 
they  ought  to  show.  They  are  real,  the  tried  warriors 
who  hold  their  burden  for  a  hundred  years,  and  need 
no  support  at  the  beginning  of  their  second  century. 
Give  them  their  credit,  and  teach  the  children  to  hon- 
or and  respect  them. 

What  interested  me  especially  during  the  years  I 
spent  in  England  was  how  accurately  the  first  settlers 
in  Nantucket  copied,  with  what  material  they  could 
find,  the  plan  and  arrangement  of  their  own  native  vil- 
lages and  homes  in  England.  Where  the  fathers  in  the 
old  country  had  to  work  without  pine  trees  for  shingle 
or  wood  walls  and  flooring,  they  used  plaster  and  brick, 
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and  rough  thatch  made  of  straw;  while  the  children 
of  these  men  emigrating  to  New  England  and  Nantuck- 
et reproduced  almost  line  for  line  the  usual  English 
house,  in  which  they  were  born — the  great  beams  and 
the  placing  of  them,  one  in  each  corner  of  the  room, 
and  four,  often  five  in  the  ceiling — the  white  wainscot, 
the  huge  fireplace  and  the  corner  cupboard — the  wing 
kitchen,  with  the  sweep  of  roof  almost  to  the  ground — 
the  chimney  closets  and  bread  oven — the  staircase 
with  the  short  turn  in  the  same  place — the  green  paint- 
ed doors,  and  the  very  thin  wood  partitions  with  small 
lights  over  the  bedroom  doors  to  let  in  the  candle  light 
from  the  hall — and  always  the  cradle  board  that  I 
doubt  not  was  used  for  Shakespeare's  cradle,  as  well 
as  Benjamin  Franklin's. 

Most  of  the  emigration  to  New  England  came 
from  Essex  and  Cambridgshire,  and  Norfolk  and  Kent. 
Of  course  they  sailed  from  many  ports:  Plymouth,  Har- 
wich, Weymouth,  Bristol,  etc.,  but  a  large  bulk  of  these 
adventurous  pioneers  came  from  the  Eastern  Shires 
and  Counties,  and  walking  down  the  main  street  of 
some  Essex  or  Cambridgshire  town  with  the  familiar 
name  of  Hull,  Braintree,  Ipswich,  Sandwich,  Lynn  or 
Chatham,  I  have  often  felt  that  strange  sensation 
many  Americans  experience,  of  having  lived  before  in 
these  familiar  places.  Men  of  my  blood  climbed  these 
low  hills  and  lingered  in  these  lanes.  Women  stood  in 
these  stone  doorways,  and  sat  with  their  children  un- 
der these  very  oak  trees.  And  the  smoke  of  their  ev- 
ening fires  rose  blue  in  the  wet  autumn  evenings,  as 
they  gathered  closer  around  the  hearth  and  told  the 
incredible  news  that  certain  daring  friends  and  neigh- 
bors would  venture  the  Seas  to  go  as  Pioneers  to  the 
Indian  haunted  wilderness  of  America ! 
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Sometimes  when  painting  in  a  garden  or  door- 
way, the  lady  of  the  house  invited  me  in',  for  a  glass  of 
milk  or  to  look  at  her  flowers.  But  inwardly  I  would 
say  "You  need  not  show  me  the  way  about  this  house. 
I  know  where  all  the  rooms  are,  the  little  painted 
stairs,  the  white  panelled  rooms  on  either  side  the  en- 
try, the  St.  Domingo  black  mahogany  table,  the  pink 
lustre  cup  and  saucer  on  the  mantel  shelf,  the  white- 
washed beams  overhead.  I  could  find  my  way  blind- 
folded to  the  stand  between  the  two  front  windows  and 
lay  my  hand  on  the  white  coral  shell  piece  under  a  glass 
shade.  They  would  all  be  there,  and  often  the  black- 
ened portrait  over  the  fireplace. 

I  do  not  need  to  be  shown  the  face  there.  I  know 
it.  Grandfather  or  great  grandfather,  stout  (in  the 
old  sense  of  the  word  implying  some  mental  as  well 
as  physical  quality),  firm-lipped,  with  a  good  coat  of 
tan,  a  shining  glimpse  of  linen  at  the  throat,  a  nose  in- 
clined to  Roman,  fearless,  honest  eyes,  blue  or  brown, 
and  with  tell-tale  lines  at  the  corners  that  show  in  spite 
of  the  stiff  upper  lip,  a  devil  of  wit  held  down  by  a 
strong  hand."  I  knew  where  all  these  things  would 
be,  though  I  was  in  Essex,  England,  not  Essex,  Mass. 

The  lady  of  the  house  would  sometimes  show  me  a 
few  family  treasures — the  sampler  worked  by  a  good 
girl,  the  model  of  a  full-rigged  ship,  the  Chinese  ivory 
box,  the  silk  shawl  from  Canton,  the  Indian  bracelet, 
and  I  could  hardly  make  my  hostess  believe  that  my 
own  home,  with  the  Atlantic  between  us,  was  never- 
theless built  just  like  hers.  The  corner  cupboards 
held  the  same  treasures,  and  my  piece  of  white  coral 
under  a  glass  shade,  was  even  larger  than  hers,  and  the 
portrait  of  Great-grandfather  with  a  spy  glass,  was 
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own  brother  to  many  such  a  one  hanging  over  famil- 
iar mantel  shelves  thousands  of  miles  away. 

The  heritage  from  these  English  yeomen  and  sea- 
faring men  is  a  great  heritage,  and  the  war  has  proved 
that  the  blood  holds  the  same  spirit  on  both  sides  of  the 
water.  These  houses  of  ours  have  sheltered  first-class 
fighting  men — there  is  always  the  sea  to  fight,  even 
if  the  German  mouth  is  shut. 

To  the  strong  there  are  always  battles,  and  out 
of  these  homes  came  these  men.  Let  us  preserve, 
cherish,  protect  and  enjoy  the  old  Nantucket  shingled 
house,  the  cradle  of  true  Americanism. 


ELIZABETH   CROSBY   (PLASKETT)    BENNETT 
Died  in  Nantucket,  May  9,  1919,  aged  76  years,  1  month,  26  days. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


ELIZABETH  CROSBY  (PLASKETT)  BENNETT. 


When  a  faithful  friend  and  fellow  worker,  one  who 
has  borne  with  us  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  sor- 
rowed with  us  in  our  sorrowings  and  rejoiced  with  us 
in  our  rejoicings,  passes  over  the  Great  Divide,  we  would 
not  be  true  to  ourselves  nor  loyal  to  that  friend  if 
we  failed  to  give  our  testimony  to  the  excellent  qual- 
ities which  made  that  service  so  helpful  and  efficient 
and  that  sympathy  so  uplifting  and  assuring. 

In  the  passing  of  one  who  for  many  years  was  our 
Secretary,  whose  faithful  work  and  thoughtful  counsel 
were  best  known  to  those  with  whom  she  was  so  long 
officially  associated,  our  Association  has  lost  one  whose 
interest  in  its  welfare  was  constant,  whose  zeal  was 
unquenchable  and  inspiring  and  whose  assiduity  in 
promoting  its  good  was  an  example  for  us  all  to  emu- 
late. 

Elizabeth  Crosby  Bennett  was  the  daughter  of 
Capt.  Henry  R.  and  Mary  Pinkham  Plaskett.  Her 
father  was  a  successful  whaling  captain  and  her  moth- 
er, like  the  wives  of  so  many  of  our  Nantucket  sailors, 
had  the  care  of  the  management  of  the  home  as  well 
as  the  rearing  of  the  children.  It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered therefore  that  she  was  endowed  with  those  ad- 
mirable qualities  which  have  made  our  Nantucket 
women  unsurpassed  in  self-reliance,  sound  judgment 
and  the  domestic  virtues. 
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We  do  not  need  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  an  ex- 
tended story  of  her  life.  She  grew  up  among  you 
here,  was  married  in  the  family  home  where  so  many 
years  of  her  life  were  passed  and  from  which  she 
passed  to  the  Life  Eternal.  In  her  married  life  she 
illustrated  to  its  full  extent  the  model  wife  described 
in  Proverbs:  "Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her 
blessed;  her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth  her." 

She  was  a  true  daughter  of  Nantucket.  What 
benefited  our  old  home  town  she  delighted  to  assist 
and  her  membership  in  the  organizations  that  tended 
to  the  uplifting  of  the  community  showed  her  devo- 
tion to  its  interests.  In  the  Nantucket  Historical  As- 
sociation she  was  one  of  the  founders  and  always  an 
earnest  worker.  From  1900  to  1912,  she  was  our 
Secretary  and  those  of  us  who  were  honored  to  work 
with  her  bear  willing  testimony  to  her  zeal  and  ability, 
and  those  splendid  qualities  the  Association  was 
prompt  to  recognize  by  unanimously  electing  her  to 
Life  Membership  when  she  retired  from  the  activities 
of  office. 

Those  of  us  across  whose  path  in  life  the  shadows 
are  beginning  to  fall  love  to  linger  amid  the  thoughts 
of  the  past.  Old  times  are  delightful  to  recall  and 
old  friends  are  precious  to  remember,  and  as,  one  by 
one  they  pass  beyond  the  veil  we  feel  more  and  more 
keenly  the  significance  and  the  pathos  of  the  words  of 
one  of  our  island  poets: 

"Again  a  parting  sail  we  see; 

Another  boat  has  left  the  shore. 
A  kinder  soul  on  board  has  she 

Than  ever  left  the  land  before, 
And  as  her  outward  course  she  bends, 
Sit   closer,  friends!" 
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To  her  surviving  family,  sorrowing  because  she 
is  no  more  among  them,  but  rejoicing,  we  feel  sure,  in 
the  blessed  memory  she  has  left  to  them  of  a  noble 
and  a  useful  life,  we  can  only  tender  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy for  their  loss  and  our  earnest  testimony  to  her 
true  womanliness  and  delightful  companionship. 

"With    silence   only   as   their   benediction, 

God's  angels   come 
Where,  in  the  shadow  of  a  great  affliction, 

The  soul  sits  dumb. 
Yet  would  we  say  what  every  heart  approveth, 

Our  Father's  will, 
Calling  to  Him  the  dear  one  whom  He  loveth 

Is  mercy  still. 
Not  upon  us  or  ours  the  solemn  angel 

Hath  evil  wrought: 
The  funeral  anthem  is  a  glad  evangel; 

The  good  die  not. 
God  calls  our  loved  ones,  but  we  lose  not  wholly 

What  He  hath  given; 
They  live  on  earth  in  thought,  in  deed,  as  truly 

As  in  heaven." 
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of  the  Nantucket  Historical  Association 


Quakerism  on  Nantucket  since  1800,  by  Henry  Barnard 
Worth.  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  1896,  out  of  print. 

Timothy  White  Papers,  by  Rev.  Myron  Samuel  Dudley. 

Vol.  1,  No.  2,  1898,  25  cts. 

Nantucket  Lands  and  Land  Owners,  by  Henry  Barnard 
Worth. 

The  Title  and  The  Nantucket  Insurrection. 

Vol.  2,  No.  1,  1901,  25  cts. 

The  Settlers,  Their  Homes  and  Government. 

(Map)  Vol.  2,  No.  2,  1902,  25  cts. 

The  Indians  of  Nantucket.      Vol.  2,  No.  3,  1902,  25  cts. 

Sheep  Commons  and  The  Proprietary. 

Vol.  2,  No.  4,  1904,  25  cts. 

Ancient  Buildings  of  Nantucket. 

Vol.  2,  No.  5,  1906,  35  cts. 

Indian  Names,  Wills  and  Estates,  Index. 

Vol.  2,  No.  6,  1910,  35  cts. 

Wills  and  Estates  Continued.  Vol.  2,  No.  7,  35  cts. 

A  Century  of  Free  Masonry  on  Nantucket,  by  Alex- 
ander Starbuck.  Vol.  3,  No.  1,  1903,  25  cts. 

Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Nantucket 
Historical  Association,  from  1895  to  1919  (with 
the  exception  of  1899,  which  is  out  of  print),  price 
10  cents  each. 
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THE  LATE  HENRY  S.  WYER. 

A  charter  member  and  for  many  years  an  active  and  zealous  worker  for 

the  Nantucket  Historical  Association.     Died  in  Nantucket, 

January  31,  1920,  aged  73  years,  10  days. 

[See  pag-e  56]. 
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New  Work — Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs.  Elea- 
nor Morgan,  Miss  Gulielma  Folger,  Miss  Emily  Weeks, 
Miss  Annie  B.  Folger. 

Siasconset  House — Millard  F.  Freeborn,  Miss  An- 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association  was  held  Wednesday  morning,  July  28, 
1920,  in  the  Friends'  Meeting-house  on  Fair  street. 
The  auditorium  was  filled  to  its  capacity,  even  the 
seats  of  the  "elders"  being  occupied,  and  a  program  of 
an  exceedingly  satisfying  nature  was  given. 

The  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  last  year  be- 
ing printed  in  the  "Proceedings"  and  there  being  no 
call  for  its  being  read,  the  reading  was  omitted.  The 
reports  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were  read,  ap- 
proved and  ordered  printed  in  the  "Proceedings." 
They  showed  a  present  membership  of  354,  of  which 
60  are  life  members.  Since  the  annual  report  was 
closed  39  annual  and  3  life  members  have  joined. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Association  is  also 
satisfactory.  The  always  interesting  report  of  the 
curator,  telling  of  the  new  accessions  to  the  Associ- 
ation's collection,  was  also  read  and  ordered  printed  in 
the  "Proceedings."  The  auditors  having  affixed  their 
signatures  to  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  no  formal 
report  from  them  was  required. 

The  annual  address  of  the  president  gave  his  re- 
port as  delegate  to  the  meetings  of  the  Bay  State  His- 
torical League.  It  also  told  of  an  interesting  experi- 
ence in  which  some  of  the  migrations  of  the  descen- 
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dants  of  Nantucket  families  were  shown.  The  ad- 
dress ended  with  a  vigorous  appeal  for  an  increased 
membership. 

The  nominating  committee  reported  the  following 
nominations  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — Alexander  Starbuck. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry  B.  Worth,  Moses  Joy,  Millard  F. 
Freeborn,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs.  Eleanor  W.  Morgan, 
William  F.  Codd. 

Secretary — Miss   Emily   Weeks. 

Treasurer — Arthur  H.  Gardner. 

Curator — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Councillors — Miss  Harriet  Elkins:,  Fred  V.  Fuller. 

Auditors — Miss  Carrie  J.  Long,  Miss  Hannah  G.  Hatch. 

By  some  unfortunate  circumstance,  ballots  had  not 
been  printed,  and  as  the  work  of  writing  out  a  ballot 
by  each  voter  seemed  a  hopeless  and  prolonged  affair 
the  president  felt  obliged  to  submit  to  the  meeting  the 
motion  that  the  secretary  deposit  one  ballot  for  the 
list  as  nominated  as  the  sense  of  those  present. 
There  being  no  objection  the  motion  was  declared  car- 
ried, the  secretary  deposited  the  ballot  and  the  officers 
named  by  the  nominating  committee  were  declared 
elected. 

The  President  thanked  the  members  for  their 
election  of  him  for  the  eighteenth  time,  but  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Association 
to  carefully  consider  whether  its  interests  would  not 
be  better  advanced  by  making  a  change. 

The  following  named  members  were  selected  for  a 
nominating  committee  for  the  ensuing  year:  John 
B.  Folger,  John  B.  Coffin,  Mrs.  Virginia  Sharp,  Sidney 
Chase,  Mrs.  Frederick  V.  Fuller. 

The  president  then  requested  Miss  Folger,  chair- 
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man  of  the  committee  on  annual  meeting,  to  take 
charge,  which  she  did  and  a  program  was  evolved 
which  proved  so  attractive  to  everyone  present  that 
no  one  ventured  to  go  until  it  was  completed  and  all 
pronounced  it  one  of  the  best  the  association  has  ever 
presented. 

Roland  B.  Hussey,  under  the  title  of  "Flotsam 
and  Jetsam,"  gave  brief  descriptions  of  many  things 
long  numbered  in  the  past ;  Mrs.  Eleanor  Morgan  read 
an  interesting  paper  on  "Old  Gardens,"  describing  the 
floral  beauties  of  long  ago ;  William  F.  Macy  read  a  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  Walter  Folger,  whose  fame  as  a 
scientist  extended  far  beyond  Nantucket  in  his  day. 

Following  Mr.  Macy's  paper,  an  interesting  and 
valuable  historic  book  was  presented  to  the  Association 
— the  records  and  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
Nantucket  Philosophical  Institute,  which  was  organ- 
ized by  the  Hon.  Walter  Folger  in  1826  and  which  con- 
tained among  its  members  many  of  Nantucket's  most 
learned  men,  whose  signatures  appeared  in  the  book 
— making  a  valuable  collection.  The  record  book  was 
a  gift  to  the  society  from  Miss  Anna  G.  Swain. 

Miss  Folger,  the  chairman,  read  a  brief  tribute 
to  the  late  Henry  Sherman  Wyer,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared by  Mrs.  Edith  C.  Ackley;  Miss  Annie  Bodfish 
continued  her  interesting  reminiscenses  of  old  time 
Main  street;  and  the  program  was  completed  by  Sid- 
ney Chase  reciting  the  quaint,  poetical  epitaph  of 
Shubael  Chase. 

A  sample  case  of  whale-bone  secured  in  New  York 
by  Moses  Joy,  was  presented  to  the  association;  also 
photographic  copies  of  the  invoices  of  the  ships  Beaver 
and  Dartmouth,  when  they  sailed  from  Nantucket  in 
1774  for  London  and  upon  the  return  voyage  took  part 
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in  the  "Boston  Tea  Party."  These  copies  had  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Joy  from  the  originals. 

The  president  called  attention  to  the  reception  in 
the  afternoon  and  announced  that  the  council  would 
meet  in  the  meeting-house  Thursday  evening  at  8 
o'clock. 

The  delightful  weather,  so  cheerful  a  contrast  to 
that  of  last  year,  brought  out  an  exceedingly  good  at- 
tendance at  the  reception  and  many  old  friends  re- 
newed the  olden  ties  and  new-comers  made  fresh  ones. 
Two  hours  of  social  intercourse  left  everyone  happy. 
Refreshments  of  ice  cream  and  cake  were  most  courte- 
ously served  by  five  charming  young  misses:  Flor- 
ence Worth,  Marie  Bartlett,  Doris  Hussey,  Beatrice 
Barrett  and  Lelia  Charlton. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


The  twenty-sixth  birthday  anniversary  of  the 
Nantucket  Historical  Association  finds  warm  greeting 
in  our  hearts  today.  The  tide  of  life  moves  quietly  on 
with  its  ebb  and  flow  and  the  day  finds  us  alert  with 
eye  and  ear  to  learn  what  we  may  of  our  island  society. 

Through  the  year  letters  have  come  from  distant 
lands,  often  inspired  by  accidental  meeting  with  the 
name  Nantucket.  One  of  genealogical  inquiry  from 
the  Pacific  Coast  was  suggested  by  a  glance  at  the 
seal  of  this  society,  supplemented  by  the  knowledge 
that  the  name  of  an  ancestor  was  engraved  on  an 
ancient  slab  in  one  of  the  island  cemeteries. 

Interesting  letters  have  been  received  from  an  isl- 
ander who  for  many  years  has  made  his  home  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  who  today  calls  himself  a  British  citizen. 
He  returned  to  its  home  environment  the  portrait  of 
his  grandfather  to  be  placed  among  others  who  hold 
revered  places  in  our  historical  gallery. 

So  clasping  hands  across  the  sea,  the  association 
lives  in  the  hearts  of  many  outside  of  our  island  com- 
munity, proving  that  the  native  islander  holds  his  for- 
mer home  in  keen  remembrance. 

We  miss  familiar  faces  today  which  have  glad- 
dened our  way  and  strengthened  the  vital  forces  here. 
We  are  grateful  to  have  had  them,  to  have  known 
their  genuine  worth  never  more  keenly  appreciated 
than  today.  We  miss  one  who  by  personal  effort  in 
various  ways  did  much  in  the  earliest  and  latest  day 
to  maintain  our  island  society.      The  name  of  Henry 
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S.  Wyer  will  always  suggest  the  genuine  lover  of  pic- 
turesque beauty  lurking  in  Nantucket  by-ways  and  by 
the  sea,  as  well  as  the  intrepid  worker  lending  efficient 
effort  wherever  local  enterprise  called  him.  Among 
the  early  workers  of  this  society  he  worked  zealously 
for  its  support,  for  the  planning  and  building  of  its 
present  edifice,  ready  in  suggestion  and  active  in  ef- 
fort for  its  good.  Although  he  severed  connection  by 
membership  at  the  close  of  last  year,  we  like  to  hold 
him  in  membership  memory  "and  let  the  silent  messen- 
ger alone  remove  his  name  from  our  roll.  Our  of- 
ficial cry  today  is  the  call  for  young  people  to  be  inter- 
ested in  our  association,  that  these  vacant  places  may 
be  filled  with  others  willing  to  work  earnestly  for  lo- 
cal interest  and  maintenance.  We  need  the  boys  and 
girls  to  preserve  what  generations  behind  them  have 
cherished  in  their  day.  Bring  to  our  life  membership 
the  little  folks  who  in  their  later  life  may  be  grateful 
for  holding  them  in  friendship  with  the  home  of  their 
ancestors. 

We  have  lost  by  death  during  the  year  eleven 
members : 

Miss  Eliza  Codd,  Mr.  Edward  Payson  Greene,  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Green,  Mrs.  Margaret  Gardner  Loring, 
Mrs.  Susan  B.  Crosby  Lowden,  Mrs.  Maria  M.  Starbuck 
Mackay,  Mr.  Henry  Paddack,  Mr.  Timothy  Coffin  Pit- 
man, Mrs.  Sarah  Read,  Miss  Emma  J.  Steele,  Mr.  Hen- 
ry S.  Wyer. 

Our  present  membership  is — Life  Councillors,  2; 
Life  Members,  60;  Annual  Members,  292;  New  Life 
Members,  3;  New  Annual  Members,  33. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Emily  Weeks,  Secretary. 
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CREDITS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  15,  1919 _$  18.75 

Membership  dues  for  1920 133.00 

Membership  dues  for  1921 131.00 

Membership  dues  previous  to  1920 22.00 

Membership  dues  in  advance  of  1921 1.00 

Life  Membership  dues 15.00 

Admission  fees  Historical  Rooms 454.30 

Rent  of  Room  Siasconset  House  to  Nantucket 

Atheneum  for  branch  library . 30.00 

Rent  of  Mill  land 15.00 

Cash   withdrawn   and   dividends,   Nantucket 

Institution  for  Savings 280.00 

Sale  of  Bulletins,  etc. 12.35 

Interest  on  Bonds  85.00 


$1,197.40 

DEBITS. 

Wannacomet  Water  Co.,  Water  bill $  8.00 

Water  bill,  Siasconset  House 10.00 

Bay  State  League  dues 2.00 

Nantucket  Directory  and  Advertising 12.00 
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Brown  &  Co.,  Sundries .85 

Annual  Reception  bills   13.20 

Old  Fire  Buckets 15.00 

Secretary,  Postage  and  Express 10.00 

Holmes  &  Co.,  Carpenter,  repairs  Old  Mill  __  211.65 

Cleaning  building,  Fair  Street 39.93 

Typewriting     .75 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 3.30 

A.  G.  Brock,  Insurance 4.71 

M.  F.  Freeborn,  sign  board  and  painting 11.82 

M.  F.  Freborn,  Painting 28.26 

M.  F.  Freeborn,  Paint  oil 1.30 

Stamps    10.00 

Cartage    1.00 

Cook  &  Turner,   Subscription  Inquirer  and 

Mirror    2.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Advertising 2.00 

Cook  &'  Turner,  Printing 10.00 

Cook  &  Turner,  Annual  Reports  and  envel- 
opes   143.13 

Cook  &  Turner,  Envelopes    2.50 

Cook  &  Turner,  Printing  and  Advertising 4.50 

Gas   bills   6.00 

Willard  B.  Marden,  Plumbing 4.50 

Salary  of  Curator 100.00 

Salary  of  Treasurer 75.00 

Salary  of  Secretary 50.00 

Salary  of  Janitor 100.00 

Salary,   Attendants   293.34 

Balance  to  new  account . 20.66 

$1,197.40 
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SUMMARY 
Assets. 

Fireproof  Building   $8,500.00 

Meeting  House   1,500.00 

Old  Mill    1,000.00 

Collection   (Insurance)    1,000.00 

Siasconset  House   1,500.00 

Siasconset  House  collection 300.00 

$13,800.00 

Bond 1,000.00 

Susan  W.  Folger  Fund: 

Nantucket  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings Account  No.  785 . 1,135.27 

Permanent  Fund 

Life  Membership  Dues 

Bond    1,000.00 

Nantucket  Institution  for  Savings,  Account 

No.  4107   164.00 

$17,099.27 

Liabilities. 
Unpaid  Bill 120.36 

$16,978.91 

Note: — Unpaid  bill  presented  too  late  for  payment. 

Hannah  G.  Hatch,  Treasurer. 

Approved,  July  22,  1920,  the  above  report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Nantucket  Historical  Association  for 
the  year  ending  June  15,  1920. 
H.  A.  Elkins, 
Carrie  J.  Long. 

Auditing  Committee. 
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Membership,  July  27,  1920. 

Life  Councillors . „_  2 

Life  Members 60 

Annual  Members) 292 

New  Life  Members 4 

New  Annual  Members . 46 

Lost  by  death  Annual  Members . 10 

Dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues  (3  years) 8 

Life  Member  withdrawn . 1 
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Mr.  President  and  Members  of  Historical  Association : 
It  was  said  by  an  ancient  and  inspired  writer — 
"There  is  no  new  thing  under  the  sun" — and  I  agree 
with  him  today  when  I  look  over  our  year's  record  in 
search  of  interesting  matter  to  report.  One  year 
reads  much  like  another  and  yet  our  lengthening  lists 
testify,  as  nothing  else  could,  to  the  continued  growth 
of  our  work,  and  the  results  of  our  efforts. 

In  the  annual  report  of  donations  to  our  collec- 
tions we  usually  place  portraits  and  pictures  first,  and 
this  year  this  department  certainly  deserves  that 
place,  as  we  have  received  a  larger  number  of  such 
gifts  than  ever  before  at  one  time.  Although  it 
seemed  last  year  that  every  inch  of  available  wall 
space  was  filled,  we  have  hung  eighteen  pictures  this 
year.  This  has  been  possible,  only  by  removing  some 
of  less  interest  than  others,  and  it  has  been  a  difficult 
task  to  decide  on  their  comparative  merits.  But  we 
comfort  ourselves  with  the  thought  that  if  mistakes 
have  been  made,  it  will  be  easy  to  rectify  them,  as  the 
pictures  removed  are  all  carefully  preserved  and  stored 
away  for  our  future  addition,  which  is  to  provide  am- 
ple space  for  all — as  we  hope.  The  oil  portraits  are 
six  in  number,  as  follows: 

Hon.  Walter  Folger,  painted  in  1832  by  Jerome 
Thompson  for  the  author  of  "Miriam  Coffin,"  Joseph 
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Coleman  Hart,  and  given  us  by  the  latter's  greatgrand- 
daughter.  This  shows  our  celebrated  townsman  at 
a  somewhat  more  advanced  age  than  the  one  we  have 
which  was  painted  by  Hathaway,  and  is  in  many  re- 
spects a  much  more  satisfactory  portrait. 

Two  are  of  Capt.  Uriah  Coffin  and  wife  Eliza 
(Hiller)  Coffin.  One  of  Capt.  Thomas  S.  Andrews, 
who  commanded  ship  Charles  Carroll,  barque  Rebecca 
Adams  and  other  Nantucket  ships,  and  later  in  life 
was  Chinese  consul  at  Bankok.  One  of  Capt.  Samuel 
B.  Meader,  who  is  remembered  by  many  people  still 
living  amongst  us,  and  one  of  Capt.  Hiram  Coffin,  of 
whom  we  have  no  data. 

In  large  photographs,  we  have  three  of  our  well- 
known  business  men — Alexander  G.  Coffin,  prominent 
dentist  of  the  last  century,  Frank  J.  Crosby,  and  Hen- 
ry S.  Wyer.  Also  one  of  Narcissa  B.  Coffin,  a  noted 
preacher  of  the  Wilberite  Society  of  Friends,  who  wor- 
shipped in  this  room,  and  whose  voice  these  walls 
echoed  more  often,  perhaps,  than  any  other. 

One  of  Capt.  Joseph  Mitchell,  2nd — a  most  suc- 
cessful ship-master,  who,  after  retiring  from  the  sea, 
served  the  town  as  its  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  and  filled  various  public  offices. 

We  have  also  a  miniature  of  Hezekiah  Gardner 
and  a  plaster  copy  of  a  portrait  of  Capt.  Gideon  Gard- 
ner. 

In  addition  to  these  portraits  of  our  citizens,  we 
have  received  five  beautiful  pictures,  bequeathed  us 
by  Henry  S.  Wyer — four  being  Nantucket  scenes  in 
water-color  and  one  very  fine  picture  of  the  town  from 
the  harbor,  painted  in  oils  by  the  artist  McCord. 

As  usual,  some  valuable  old  manuscripts  and  books 
have  been  given  us,  the  most  important  among  the 
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latter  being  an  old  family  Bible,  date  of  1772.  This 
has  travelled  the  wide  seas  o'er,  having  been  carried 
away  from  Nantucket  and  returned  from  Australia  to 
us  by  W.  Frederick  Brown,  formerly  of  this  town.  The 
first  name  entered  in  its  register  is  that  of  Hezekia.h 
Coffin,  captain  of  the  "Beaver,"  one  of  the  ships  from 
which  tea  was  thrown  into  Boston  harbor  in  1773.  The 
donor  of  the  Bible  came  into  possession  of  it  through 
inheritance  from  his  great-grandmother,  Abigail  Rus- 
sell, whose  first  husband  was  Capt.  Hezekiah  Coffin. 

We  have  had  many  small  donations,  such  as  pieces 
of  fine  old  china,  hand-made  silver  spoons,  samplers, 
South  Sea  Island  weapons,  three  fire  buckets — a  pair 
of  which  belonged  to  Walter  Folger  and  bear  his  in- 
itials and  the  date  1797,  and  one  elaborately  decor- 
ated with  eagle  and  flag-shield  in  colors,  marked  "Reu- 
ben Hallett  1846" — and  an  ancient  pump-log,  which  was 
the  last  used  in  the  well  on  the  William  Rotch  estate 
on  Union  street.  When  this  was  made,  it  was  an 
exact  copy  of  the  older  one  it  replaced.  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  preserve  this  with  the  greatest  care,  for  in 
a  few  more  years  there  will  certainly  be  no  one  living 
who  ever  saw  this  obsolete  article  in  use. 

We  have  in  times  past,  noticed  how  cradles  were 
especially  kept  and  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation  and  another  object  of  careful  preservation 
seems  to  have  been  the  trunk — in  many  varieties.  An 
interesting  one,  embellished  with  the  owner's  initials 
in  brass  nails  and  thickly  studded  on  all  edges  with  the 
same,  has  been  sent  us  and  is  in  wonderfully  perfect 
condition — evidently  never  having  passed  through  the 
hands  of  a  modern  baggage  smasher. 

Within  a  few  days  we  have  received  two  war  rel- 
ics.     One  of  these  is  a  high  explosive  shell  such  as 
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was  used  during  the  recent  war  in  greater  quantities 
than  any  other  ordnance  material.  This  shell  is  just 
as  it  was  delivered  to  the  War  Department,  except  it 
is  unloaded.  When  loaded  for  service  the  brass  case 
contains  the  propelling  charge  of  smokeless  powder, 
which  shoots  the  steel  shell  to  an  extreme  range  of 
four  miles.  About  twenty  of  these  shells  per  minute 
can  be  fired  from  a  field  gun,  but  the  average  rate  is 
six  to  eight  per  minute. 

The  other  is  a  small,  rusty,  solid  iron  cannon  ball 
which  was  found  under  the  corner  stone  of  the  old 
Swain  house  at  Polpis.  The  contrast  is  most  impres- 
sive between  these  ancient  and  modern  implements  of 
warfare. 

In  scrim-shont  work  we  have  received  two  carved 
canes  and  a  unique  curio  in  the  shape  of  a  roll  of  white 
whalebone.  This  white  bone  is  not  the  product  of  any 
particular  variety  of  whale,  as  some  people  mistakenly 
think.  It  is  the  streaked  part  of  the  upper  jaw  of  the 
whale  and  has  to  be  cut  out  with  a  great  deal  of  care. 
It  is  expensive  stuff  and  there  were  until  recently  a 
few  old-fashioned  ladies  in  New  York  who  always 
asked  for  it  to  use  in  their  gowns,  but  these  are  now 
gone  and  the  demand  for  it  is  utterly  dead.  The 
donor  of  this  article  was  the  owner  of  the  old  whale- 
bone factory  in  Duane  street  in  New  York  which  has 
been  recently  shut  down  owing  to  the  lack  of  demand 
for  its  products.  The  business  has  died  out  on  ac- 
count of  the  many  substitutes  for  whalebone  that  have 
been  put  on  the  market;  while  none  of  these  really 
take  its  place,  they  can  be  used  and  produced  much 
more  cheaply.  A  cutting  from  an  article  pub- 
lished recently  in  the  New  York  Herald  has  been  sent 
us,  describing  the  rise,  growth  and  decadence  of  this 
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industry;  also  a  sample  book  of  the  bone  as  manufac- 
tured, which  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  collec- 
tion. It  is  the  last  and  only  one  in  the  country  and 
worthy  of  preservation  in  this,  the  first  whaling  port. 

Our  largest  accession  this  year  came  by  bequest 
from  our  friend  and  co-worker,  Henry  S.  Wyer.  The 
central  object  in  our  whole  collection  from  its  begin- 
ning, has  been  the  wax  portrait-figure  of  the  "Dau- 
phin of  France,"  which  was  loaned  by  Miss  Mary  C. 
Wyer,  at  her  decease  passing  to  her  brother,  who  con- 
tinued the  loan  and  now  has  left  it  to  us  to  possess  and 
preserve  forever. 

Besides  this  and  the  pictures  before  mentioned, 
Mr.  Wyer  gave  us  seven  volumes  of  Nantucket  books, 
some  of  them  already  out  of  print,  a  beautiful  silver 
porringer  marked  "John  Coleman,  1824,"  an  unusually 
well  preserved  Windsor  chair  from  the  old  Hicksite 
Meeting-house,  a  shell  piece  probably  intended  for  a 
watch  stand,  with  an  inserted  miniature  of  Mrs.  Mary 
J.  Wyer,  painted  by  Sally  Gardner,  and  a  pair  of  silver 
sugar-tongs  with  claw  feet,  marked  C.  and  M.  J.  Wyer 
and  stamped  with  the  maker's  name — Easton  and  San- 
ford.  Besides  the  undoubted  value  of  these  as  his- 
torical relics,  they  will  always  be  held  as  a  memorial 
of  one  of  our  most  interested  charter  members  who 
walks  and  works  with  us  no  more. 

Of  late  years,  while  we  have  been  fortunate  in 
receiving  many  donations,  we  have  had  very  few  ar- 
ticles loaned.  This  year,  however,  has  brought  us  two 
loans — a  coat-of-arms  "By  the  Name  of  Bunker"  and 
two  dainty,  ancient  wine  glasses — fine  and  valuable — 
another  article  which  now  may  also  become  obsolete. 

The  pressing  need  of  our  Association  is  that  of 
additional  room  for  the  accommodation  of  our  collec- 
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tions  and  especially  for  well-lighted  wall  space  for  the 
exhibition  of  portraits  and  pictures  of  all  kinds.  No 
one  can  inspect  our  crowded  cases  and  picture  gallery 
and  not  realize  that  the  space  congestion  is  becoming 
more  pronounced  and  embarrassing  with  each  succes- 
sive year.  It  is  evident  that  the  only  way  this  can  be 
remedied  is  by  the  erection  or  purchase  of  a  new  build- 
ing, or  by  an  addition  to  the  one  we  have.  It  is  clearly 
manifest  that  these  needs  must  be  met  if  our  institu- 
tion, with  its  various  departments,  is  to  keep  pace  with 
its  natural  growth — let  alone  the  desire  of  our  hearts 
to  extend  the  scope  of  our  work. 

Our  receipts  have  not  covered  our  expenses  for 
some  years  and  our  little  invested  capital  is  sadly  dim- 
inished— therefore  the  time  has  come  when  we  must 
exert  ourselves  to  raise  additional  funds.  Our  mem- 
bers have  nobly  responded  to  all  solicitations  hitherto 
and  though  many  of  our  best  friends  have  passed  on. 
I  am  sure  that  if  a  plan  of  work  can  be  decided  upon, 
we  can  count  on  the  co-operation  of  all  our  members. 
I  feel  that  I  must  bring  this  important  matter  before 
you,  although  it  is  unpleasant  to  be  obliged  to  plead 
for  financial  aid.  However,  we  ought  not  to  feel  it 
discouraging,  but  rather  a  proof  of  the  worth  of  our 
efforts  and  the  really  phenomenal  growth  of  our  val- 
uable collections. 

This  duty  accomplished,  I  may  tell  you  of  a  pleas- 
ant fact  lately  come  to  our  knowledge.  Through  a 
request  for  genealogical  data  desired  by  a  resident  of 
Salem,  Indiana,  we  learn  that  there  are  living  in  that 
region,  many  descendants  of  Nantucket  people  and 
these  are  much  interested  in  discovering  everything 
possible  about  our  first  settlers  and  our  island.  They 
have  expressed  a  tentative  desire  to  join  our  Associ- 
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ation  by  inquiries  about  our  fees,  etc.,  and  we  have 
forwarded  to  them  circulars  and  pictures  of  our  build- 
ing, hoping  to  add  materially  to  our  membership  lists 
from  this  source. 

One  item  of  interest  in  this  connection  is  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  Society  of  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Nan- 
tucket with  headquarters  at  Alliance,  Ohio.  The 
member  who  wrote  to  us  had  never  heard  that  a  soci- 
ety of  the  identical  name  existed  in  Boston.  Their 
circular  states  that  "The  purpose  of  this  organization 
is  to  cherish  the  memory  and  emulate  the  example  of 
the  pioneers  of  Nantucket  who  established  and  main- 
tained a  Commonwealth  when  there  was  no  other  in 
New  England."  Membership  is  restricted  to  descen- 
dants of  residents  of  Nantucket  prior  to  1750. 

I  quote  in  closing  a  part  of  a  little  song  by  a  de- 
scendant of  Captain  Libni  Coffin — written  for  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of 
Friends*  Meeting,  1819,  near  Salem,  Indiana.  It  is  of 
interest  to  know  that  one  who  never  saw  Nantucket 
should  be  moved  to  express  these  sentiments. 

BEAUTIFUL  ISLE  OF  NANTUCKET. 

Somewhere  in  old  Nantucket, 
Somewhere  their  feet  have  trod; 
Somewhere  with  bravest  spirit 
Working  and  fearing  God. 

Somewhere,  Somewhere, 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Nantucket 

Land  of  the  true,  where  the  Coffins  grew 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Nantucket. 

Bravest  of  Norman  people 
Crossed  o'er  the  briny  sea, 
Bringing  the  knighted  spirit 
Over  to  conquer  thee. 
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Somewhere,   Somewhere, 

Beautiful   Isle  of  Nantucket 

Land  of  the  true,  where  the  Coffins  grew 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Nantucket. 

Cast  off  the  grand  old  title, 
Put  on  the  Quaker  dress, 
Helping  to  build  a  nation 
Where  none  should  dare  oppress. 

Somewhere,  Somewhere, 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Nantucket 

Land  of  the  true,  where  the  Coffins  grew 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Nantucket. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  E.  Brock,  Curator. 


23 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 


Fellow  Members  of  Historical  Association  and  Friends : 
Another  year  has  joined  its  predecessors  in  the 
realms  of  the  unrecallable  past  and  again  we  note  the 
home  comings,  the  return  of  the  exiles,  the  gather- 
ings of  the  lovers  of  Nantucket  to  revel  once  again  in 
the  never  lessening  charms  of  the  little  Purple  Island. 
Again  the  call  for  our  Annual  Meeting  summons  us 
here. 

The  Bay  State  Historical  League  has  met  four 
times  since  our  last  Annual  Meeting.  The  Fall  meet- 
ing for  last  year  was  held  on  September  20th  with 
the  Old  Bridgewater  Historical  Society  in  the  Memori- 
al Building  at  West  Bridgewater.  The  President,  Dr. 
E.  Alden  Dyer,  welcomed  the  League  and  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Joshua  E.  Crane,  read  a  historical  sketch 
of  the  town. 

President  Tuttle  introduced  for  discussion  the 
subject  of  publishing  a  hand-book  of  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Massachusetts-  Considerable  discussion 
ensued.  Your  President,  who  only  a  few  months  be- 
fore had  compiled  and  printed  with  the  League  Pro- 
ceedings much  of  the  information  the  Hand-book  was 
designed  to  supply  and  knew  from  experience  the  diffi- 
culties liable  to  be  encountered,  was  not  very  optimis- 
tic, but  a  committee  of  five,  of  which  President  Tuttle 
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was  one,  was  appointed  to  consider  the  matter.  Eight- 
een societies  were  represented  by  54  delegates  and  12 
guests. 

The  Winter  Meeting  was  held  January  10,  1920,  in 
the  Otis  House,  Boston,  the  home  of  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities,  which  is 
doing  such  a  grand  work  in  saving  so  many  of  the  an- 
cient architectural  landmarks  of  New  England.  John 
Albree,  Esq.,  a  close  student  of  the  customs  of  our 
fore-fathers,  spoke  on  "The  Art  of  Singing  in  the  Old 
Bay  Colony."  His  description  was  punctuated  with 
examples  from  "Calvin's  Geneva  Psalter,"  Ainsworth's 
"Book  of  Psalms,"  and  the  "Bay  Psalm  Book,"  sung 
by  a  quartet  from  the  First  Church  of  Roxbury,  the 
Church  of  which  John  Eliot,  the  apostle  to  the  Indians, 
was  a  one-time  pastor.  Such  an  entertainment  is 
hardly  reportable,  for  words  cannot  describe  its  quaint- 
ness,  but  it  proved  very  pleasing  to  the  93  delegates 
and  30  guests  who  were  present,  representing  33  so- 
cieties. 

The  Spring  Meeting  was  held  April  24th  last,  with 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  in  its  magnifi- 
cent building  on  the  Fenway,  Boston.  Before  the 
meeting  was  formally  opened,  those  present  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  a  portion  of  the  rare  and  valuable 
books  and  manuscripts  of  the  Society  displayed  in 
suitably  arranged  cases  and  to  become  historically  and 
genealogically  intoxicated  with  the  rare  vintage  of 
documents  too  valuable  to  have  a  price  set  upon  them. 
There  we  saw  the  original  patent  issued  by  the  Lon- 
don Company  of  Plymouth  and  signed  by  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  granting  territory  in  Maine.  There  were 
two  manuscripts  by  Governor  Bradford  of  the  Ply- 
mouth   Colony    and    letters    from    Governor    Edward 
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Winslow,  Governor  Josiah  Winslow  and  Governor 
Thomas  Prence.  The  Journal  of  the  voyage  of  Rev. 
John  Higginson  from  England  to  Salem  in  1629;  a 
Bible  that  once  belonged  to  Philip  Melanchthon  with 
elaborate  annotations;  many  documents  of  John  Win- 
throp,  including  the  manuscript  of  his  history;  let- 
ters of  Matthew  Cradock,  Rev.  John  Cotton  and  Thom- 
as Dudley ;  the  original  manuscript  of  Hubbard's  "His- 
tory of  New  England" ;  a  copy  of  Eliot's  Indian  Bible ; 
the  original  order  for  the  recall  of  Governor  Andros 
signed  by  King  William;  diaries,  letters,  manuscripts 
of  the  Mathers,  Richard,  Thomas  and  Cotton;  papers 
at  one  time  belonging  to  General  Heath,  General  Knox, 
Timothy  Pickering,  the  Adamses ;  a  copy  of  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence  in  Jefferson's  own  hand;  the 
manuscript  of  Prescott's  "Conqueror  of  Mexico"; 
those  are  but  a  few  of  the  treasures  displayed.  Mr. 
Julius  H.  Tuttle,  librarian  and  also  President  of  the 
League,  gave  a  brief  address  on  the  Society's  wonder- 
ful collection.  There  was  at  the  meeting  a  discus- 
sion on  "The  Importance,  Value  and  Character  of 
Museums  and  Exhibits  of  Historical  Societies."  There 
were  97  delegates  and  nine  guests  present  and  38  so- 
cieties were  represented. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  historic  Concord, 
June  19th,  as  guests  of  the  Concord  Antiquarian  Soci- 
ety. Mr.  Adams  Tolman,  President  of  the  Society, 
welcomed  the  League  and  described  briefly  the  val- 
uable collection  of  the  Society,  which  unfortunately  is 
housed  in  a  wooden  building  in  constant  danger  of  loss 
or  damage  by  fire.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  Rev.  Glenn  Tilley  Morse,  of  West  New- 
bury, for  President,  Walter  Kendall  Watkins  for  Secre- 
tary, Charles  B.  Barnes,  of  Hingham,  Vice-President, 
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and  W-  Waldo  Cutler,  of  Worcester,  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  remaining  officers  being  re- 
elected. Following  the  meeting  the  guests  were  ta- 
ken by  automobile  to  the  various  points  of  interest,  the 
homes  and  haunts  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  Henry 
D.  Thoreau,  the  Alcotts,  the  rude  bridge  where  "the 
embattled  farmers  stood  and  fired  the  shot  heard 
round  the  world,"  the  site  of  the  church  where  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  met  and  other  memorable  localities. 
There  were  73  delegates  and  27  guests  present  repre- 
senting 33  societies. 

The  new  members  of  the  League,  which  now  in- 
cludes 71  associations,  are  the  Andover,  North  An- 
dover,  Ashland,  Hudson,  Northampton  and  Old  Dart- 
mouth Historical  Societies,  the  Cary  House  Associ- 
ation and  the  Essex  Institute. 

I  was  party  to' an  interesting  incident  or  perhaps 
series  of  incidents  that  occurred  within  a  few  months 
which,  although  of  a  somewhat  personal  nature,  I 
trust  you  will  acquit  me  of  any  suggestion  of  egotism 
if  I  state  to  you  the  facts.  The  subject  relates  to 
the  fanciful  story  of  the  alleged  "First  Cup  of  Tea  on 
Nantucket."  It  illustrates  two  things  quite  forcibly 
— first,  how  too  much  history  is  made;  and  second, 
how  the  tribes  from  Nantucket— the  Coffins,  the 
Macys,  the  Folgers,  the  Gardners,  the  Starbucks  and 
the  rest — have  gone  abroad  through  the  land  but  still 
remember  the  little  "Isle  of  the  Sea"  and  are  proud  of 
tracing  back  their  ancestry  to  our  first  settlers. 

In  November  of  last  year  the  Boston  Transcript 
republished  that  story,  a  gentleman  in  Readville  being 
sponsor  for  its  revivication.  It  was  obvious  that  he 
believed  he  was  repeating  history  and  I  immediately 
sent  a  communication  to  the  Transcript  pointing  out 
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its  many  and  gross  anachronisms  as  well  as  its  genea- 
logical inaccuracies.  The  editor  of  the  Transcript, 
like  many  others  of  my  profession  unfortunately,  was 
very  averse  to  admitting  that  he  had  been  misled  and 
was  not  over  anxious  to  publish  my  criticism,  making 
the  point  that  it  was  a  good  story.  He  did  send  the 
communication  to  the  Readville  correspondent  who  im- 
mediately wrote  to  me  expressing  surprise  that  the 
story  was  historically  so  inaccurate.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  entirely  fictitious,  however.  A 
gentleman  in  Milton,  who,  up  to  that  time,  had  consid- 
ered it  true,  wrote  to  me  admitting  that  his  belief 
was  completely  shattered. 

I  recalled  my  communication  from  the  Transcript 
and,  after  adding  some  further  facts  to  it,  sent  it  to 
the  Inquirer  and  Mirror.  The  editor  kindly  and 
promptly  printed  it,  and  I  had  some  slips  run  off  for 
my  personal  use. 

Not  long  after  I  received  through  the  Inquirer 
and  Mirror  office  a  letter  of  inquiry  from  a  Starbuck 
descendant  in  West  Virginia.  A  little  later  several  of 
my  acquaintances  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  "Literary  Digest"  had  published  in  its  issue  of  De- 
cember 27th,  the  story  from  the  Transcript.  I  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the  editor  objecting  to  the  story  being 
considered  historical  and  inclosed  one  of  my  reprints  of 
criticism  in  the  Inquirer  and  Mirror,  giving  him  leave 
to  use  as  much  or  as  little  of  my  article  as  he  chose. 
Under  date  of  January  5,  1920,  he  wrote  to  me  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Alexander  Starbuck,  Editor, 
Daily  Free  Pressl-Tribune, 

Waltham,  Massachusetts. 
Dear  Sir: 

We  are  indebted  to  you  for  telling  us  the  real  facts  about 


28  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 

the  "Ruth  Starbuck  Wentworth  Story."  We,  of  course,  pub- 
lished it  in  good  faith  as  you  undoubtedly  understand.  We 
will  try  to  find  space  for  all  or  part  of  the  answer  given  by  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 

The  Literary  Digest, 

B.   P.   A. 

Such  journals  as  the  Digest  frequently  have  their 
articles  made  up  for  several  weeks  ahead,  but  in  the 
issue  of  February  14th,  the  Digest  published  the  sub- 
stance of  my  article  under  the  title  of  "The  Too  Ro- 
mantic Romance  of  Ruth  Starbuck  Wentworth." 

It  was  from  this  point  that  the  affair  took  on  a 
new  interest.  Under  date  of  February  24th,  A.  W- 
Starbuck,  a  merchant  of  Wilmington,  Ohio,  whose  line 
of  descent  is  Edward,  Nathaniel,  Thomas,  Hezekiah, 
Latham  and  Thomas,  wrote  me  that  I  had  somewhat 
damaged  the  romance  of  the  story.  He  informed  me 
that  the  old  log  book  of  his  great  grandfather,  Hezeki- 
ah Starbuck,  is  in  the  family  of  Jesse  H.  Starbuck  and 
tells  of  his  whaling  voyages  to  the  Coast  of  Africa.  His 
oranch  of  the  family  migrated  to  North  Carolina, 
thence  early  in  the  19th  century  "to  Ohio.  He  wants 
to  know  more  about  his  ancestral  home  and  a  subse- 
quent letter  expresses  a  desire  to  purchase  a  history 
of  Nantucket. 

Under  date  of  February  25th,  Reuben  B.  Peelle, 
also  of  Wilmington,  Ohio,  wrote  giving  his  family  rec- 
ord. His  great  grandfather  also  was  Hezekiah  but 
his  grandfather  was  Gayer  Starbuck  and  his  mother 
Clarissa.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  his  first 
knowledge  of  the  Tea  Party  story  was  over  40  years 
ago  when  it  was  printed  in  the  Cincinnati  Times-Star 
of  which  Calvin  Starbuck  was  Managing  Editor.  His 
grandfather  moved  to  Ohio  in  1810.       The  "call  of 
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the  wild"  as  Jack  London  would  call  it,  is  still  strong 
on  him,  for  he  writes :  "To  visit  Nantucket  Island  has 
been  my  earnest  desire ;  so  far  the  way  has  not  opened. 
Our  daughter  received  her  Degree  at  Smith  College  in 
1918,  which  is  all  we  have  had  to  do  with  Massachu- 
setts since  our  ancestors  left  there."  He,  too,  want- 
ed a  history  of  Nantucket. 

About  the  same  time  I  received  a  letter  from 
Jesse  Hodson,  of  Sheridan,  Indiana,  whose  paternal 
grandmother  was  Rebecca  Starbuck,  born  on  Nan- 
tucket in  1800  and  who  married  Jesse's  grandfather, 
Jesse  Hodgson,  at  Wilmington,  Ohio,  in  1828,  and 
moved  to  Indiana  in  1854.  His  great  grandfather 
was  Hezekiah.  His  grandfather  spelled  the  family 
name  Hodgson  but,  as  he  writes,  "The  'g'  is  no  longer 
used  in  spelling  our  family  name." 

The  next  letter,  dated  March  11,  was  from  Mrs- 
Pearle  Rose  Rainey,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  whose  great- 
grandfather Cornelius  Rose  married  Delia  R.  Star- 
buck,  whose  grandfather  Uriah  married  Lydia  Macy. 
She  wanted  all  the  information  I  could  give  her  re- 
garding her  Nantucket  forebears. 

April  19,  Miss  Lillie  D.  Trueblood,  of  Salem,  Indi- 
ana, wrote  to  me.  Her  grandmother  was  Abigail  Coffin 
Overman,  daughter  of  Libni  and  Elizabeth  (Macy) 
Coffin,  and  was  born  in  Nantucket  in  1795.  She  is  a 
descendant  of  Hepzabeth  Starbuck.  She  was  quite 
enthusiastic  and  feels  confident  that  Tristram  Coffin 
must  have  been  in  touch  with  the  Pilgrim  movement, 
though  evidence  in  that  direction  seems  to  be  lacking. 

My  next  letter  was  from  Dr.  F.  E.  Varney,  of 
North  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  who  corrected  an  error  I 
myself  had  made  in  copying.  I  should  have  stated 
that"  Sarah  Starbuck,  daughter  of  Edward,  married — 
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first,  William  Story;  second,  Joseph  Austin;  third 
Humphrey  Varney.  The  doctor  traces  his  ancestry 
to  Sarah  Starbuck. 

Then  came  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Herman  Gabelman, 
of  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Her  grandfather,  William  Star- 
buck,  was  a  brother  of  the  Matthew,  who  was  one  of 
Paul  Jones'  men,  and  whose  name  is  recorded  on  the 
bronze  tablet  on  the  wall  of  our  rooms.  She  is  an- 
xious to  join  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

The  last  one  to  be  received  was  dated  June  13th 
and  came  from  Richard  L.  Newcomb,  El  Paso,  Texas. 
His  maternal  grandmother  was  Lucretia  Starbuck, 
born  in  Nantucket  in  1813.  Mr.  Newcomb  was  born 
in  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  most  of  his  life 
has  been  passed  on  the  West  Coast  and  the  Mexican 
Border.  He  never  was  in  Nantucket.  He  writes — 
"Perhaps  partly  because  of  the  environments  and  be- 
cause my  life  has  been  too  busy,  or  I  thought  so,  I 
have  failed  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  past  history  of 
my  family.  Now  that  the  years  are  creeping  on  and 
Lucretia  Starbuck  as  well  as  all  of  her  descendants 
except  myself,  have  gone  on  that  long  voyage  from 
which  there  is  no  return,  I  find  myself  taking  an  inter- 
est in  and  wondering  what  manner  of  people  my  an- 
cestors were."  I  gave  him  such  information  as  I 
could  and  hope  I  helped  to  quench  in  some  degree  his 
genealogical  thirst. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  how  much  of  truth  there 
is  in  the  saying  "This  is  not  a  very  large  world  after 
all?"      Or  that 

"Lulled  in  the  countless  chambers  of  the  brain 
Our  thoughts  are  linked  by  many  a  hidden  chain; 
Awake  but  one  and  lo  what  myriads  rise! 
Each  stamps  its  image  as  the  other  flies." 
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Since  we  last  met  Henry  Sherman  Wyer,  another 
of  our  Charter  Members  and  a  Life  Member,  has 
passed  into  the  "undiscovered  country."  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  recall  the  interest  he  always  manifested  in  our 
Association  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  entered  into 
any  good  work  that  appealed  to  him.  Only  one  short 
year  ago  he  pointed  out  by  a  practical  example  how 
our  membership  could  be  increased. 

"After  life's  fitful  fever  he  sleeps  well." 

I  venture  once  more  to  call  to  your  attention  the 
desirability  and  practicability  of  a  renewed,  concerted 
and  vigorous  effort  to  increase  the  membership  in  our 
Association.  That  our  numbers  are  not  double  what 
they  are  is  the  fault  only  of  ourselves.  A  little  ener- 
gy, a  little  persuasiveness  will  most  assuredly  produce 
the  result.  Less  fertile  fields  than  Nantucket  have 
yielded  a  more  abundant  harvest.  The  expression 
"drive"  has  been  thoroughly  overworked;  we  do  not 
want  to  associate  it  with  this  movement.  What  we 
want  is  a  reawakening.  There  are  at  least  200  people 
on  Nantucket,  regular  residents,  who  can  be  persuaded 
to  become  members — put  the  right  persons  on  their 
tracks  and  gather  them  in.  Where  one  solicitor 
might  fail  another  would  succeed.  Fit  your  solicitor 
to  the  one  to  be  solicited.  Within  a  month  one  of 
your  most  prominent  citizens  has  become  a  member. 
He  says  no  one  ever  invited  him  to  join — don't  let  any- 
one else  make  such  a  claim. 

We  want  to  count  among  our  members  a  large 
number  of  our  summer  residents— our  adopted  citizens 
so  to  speak.  They  have  looked  on  us  as  a  sort  of  close 
corporation,  as  it  were,  as  a  sort  of  clannish  inner  cir- 
cle from  which  those  not  "native  and  to  the  manner 


32  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 

born"  were  debarred.  We  want  to  correct  this 
misconception.  We  want  them  to  love  Nantucket — 
God  bless  her — as  we  love  her;  we  want  their  coop- 
eration and  encouragement.  The  only  credential 
they  need  is  an  affection  for  our  beloved  island.  Many 
of  them  wait  only  for  a  welcoming  word. 

Let  us  start  on  this  campaign  of  rejuvenation  at 
once.  Let  every  member  consider  himself  or  herself 
a  committee  of  one  to  secure  at  least  one  new  member. 
I  will  personally  agree,  unless  some  most  unexpected 
occurrence  prevents,  to  bring  in  at  least  four  within  the 
coming  year;  I  do  not  know  just  now  where  they  are 
coming  from,  but  I  will  get  them.  Cannot  each  of  our 
members  do  a  quarter  as  well  as  that? 
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BY  ROLAND  BUNKER  HUSSEY. 


Mr.  President,  Fellow-Members,  Friends: 

"Will  you  prepare  a  paper  on  some  local  historical 
topic  for  our  annual  meeting  next  July  ?"  said  a  persua- 
sive lady  friend  to  me  last  winter.  "What  would  you 
like  ?"  I  countered.  "Oh,  anything  you  can  think  up," 
she  replied.  I  fell  under  her  persuasive  power,  agree- 
ing to  do  a  little  bit.  Steering  clear  of  a  set  topic,  my 
offering  is  a  lot  of  miscellaneous  data,  culled  from 
scrapbooks,  diaries,  and  from  memory's  cells,  and  I 
trust  you  will  find  something  of  interest  as  it  unfolds. 

Sojourning  more  or  less  in  Siasconset  has  put  me 
in  touch  with  much  of  its  history,  and  there  comes  to 
mind  a  subject  in  connection  with  the  village  that  has 
never  been  featured,  viz : 

"The  'Sconset  Clubhouse." 

The  custom  of  social  gatherings  of  the  male  popu- 
lation of  Siasconset  dates  back  to  1810  at  least.  Be- 
tween that  date  and  1814,  Capt.  Eben  Gardner  owned 
one-half  of  the  house  and  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Broadway  where  is  now  located  Judge  R.  T.  Fitz-Ran- 
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dolph's  modern  cottage,  ' 'Bob-Cat."  His  co-owner  was 
Tristram  Pinkham.  Capt.  Gardner  preferred  to  pos- 
sess the  whole  or  none,  and  finally  made  Tristram  an 
offer  of  a  quintal  and  a  half  of  dry  pollock  for  his  part, 
which  was  accepted.  Here  was  the  first  recorded 
gathering  place  for  the  men,  and  continued  the  popular 
rendezvous  until  1836,  when  "Uncle  Nat"  Hussey 
bought  the  house.  He  kept  up  the  welcome  to  his 
fellows.  By  1845  the  village  had  so  increased  that  a 
blacksmith's  forge  and  wheelwright's  shop  were  nec- 
essary, which  Alexander  Swain  provided,  and  the 
meeting-place  changed  to  his  new  shop,  which  stood 
south  of  John  Thomas's  present  fish  market,  Front 
street. 

In  1855,  Capt.  George  Coffin  was  given  charge  of  a 
tide  guage  established  by  the  Federal  Government.  He 
moved  a  building  from  Sesachacha,  which  was  called 
"The  White  House."  [It  was  but  yesterday  I  learned 
where  "The  White  House,"  above  referred  to,  was  lo- 
cated— on  a  site  on  the  bank  north  of  what  is  known 
as  Thimble  Castle,  Front  street,  and  was  eventually 
made  the  kitchen  of  Columbia  Cottage,  Broadway.] 
It  became  the  grand  rendezvous,  where  affairs  of  na- 
tion, state,  county,  town  and  'Sconset  Bank  in  particu- 
lar were  discussed  and  threshed  out. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  Capt.  Coffin  from  the  gov- 
ernment's employ,  the  scene  again  shifted,  and  the 
"Senate"  (as  the  gathering  was  dubbed)  met  regularly 
during  the  spring  and  fall  evenings  with  Capt.  Chand- 
ler B.  Gardner,  in  the  kitchen  of  what  is  now  known 
as  "House  of  Lords,"  Broadway.  And  here  continued 
to  be  the  meeting-place  until  old  age  compelled  "Un- 
cle Brown"  to  leave  'Sconset  for  good. 
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After  that  for  a  brief  time  the  evening  sessions 
were  held  with  Charles  McCleave ;  but  the  demand  be- 
came insistent  for  more  spacious  quarters,  and  in  a 
small  building  that  stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Shand's  lot,  Broadway,  was  materialized  a 
scheme  for  a  real  club  building,  with  Levi  S.  Coffin, 
William  B.  Gardner,  Samuel  P.  Pitman,  Charles  H.  Pit- 
man and  Sidney  B.  Folger  as  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  work  up  a  course  of  action.  The  "'Sconset  Club 
Association"  developed  from  this  nucleus,  and  was  or- 
ganized in  February,  1887,  with  W.  B.  Gardner  as 
clerk ;  and  Levi  S.  Coffin,  William  B.  Gardner,  Robert 
B.  Coffin,  Frederick  M.  Pitman,  George  F.  Coffin, 
George  W.  Rogers,  David  M.  Sylvester,  John  C.  Mor- 
ris, William  C.  Cathcart,  William  Owen,  Charles  H. 
Pitman,  Sidney  B.  Folger,  Samuel  P.  Pitman,  Asa  P. 
Jones,  John  W.  Raymond,  Horace  Folger  and  David 
Bunker  were  the  charter  members. 

February  10th,  1887,  Asa  P.  Jones  loaned  a  piece 
of  land  "south  of  my  barn,  and  fronting  on  Shell 
street"  to  the  Association.  A  building  was  put  up. 
In  1892,  a  lot  on  what  is  known  as  Shell  Terrace  was 
purchased  of  Oliver  C  Folger  for  $50,  and  the  building 
moved  there,  and  continued  as  the  local  club-house  un- 
til recently,  when  it  was  sold,  William  H.  H.  Smith  be- 
coming the  owner.  He  has  converted  it  into  a  cot- 
tage, known  as  "The  After  Cabin."  Thus  passed  lo- 
cal club-house  sociability  from  'Sconset's  daily  life. 

In  proper  hands,  stories  of  boyish  escapades  in 
and  about  these  meeting-places  of  their  elders  could 
be  developed  that  would  give  Judge  Shute's  "Real  Di- 
ary of  a  Real  Boy,"  and  his  articles  of  similar  vein  now 
running  in  Good  Housekeeping,  a  hard  rub  for  "high- 
est honors." 
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Local  Bank  Notes. 

In  June,  1846,  William  Mitchell,  treasurer  of  the 
Nantucket  Institution  for  Savings,  announced  to  de- 
positors that  "in  consequence  of  loss  sustained  by  fail- 
ure of  the  Manufacturers  and  Mechanics  Bank,  it  had 
become  incumbent  upon  the  trustees  to  charge  each  de- 
positor "on  the  17th  of  2d  month  last"  with  3%  per 
cent. ;  and  that  on  balance  of  deposits  it  is  probable  the 
usual  dividend  will  be  paid.  The  deposits  at  that  time 
amounted  to  $108,529.70.  The  reserved  profits  were 
$661.19.  The  loans  were  $97,479.28.  Today,  my 
hearers,  a  different  tale  is  to  be  told  of  this  bank,  with 
its  deposits  amounting  to  $1,207,615.54;  its  profit  and 
loss  account  $63,864.59;  a  guaranty  fund  of  $55,805.- 
73;  an  interest  account  of  $34,354.24;  and  loans 
amounting  to  $894,279.      Some  progress ! 

In  March,  1856,  the  Boston  Courier  listed  thirty- 
four  of  the  best  conducted  banks  outside  that  city,  pla- 
cing the  Pacific  Bank  of  Nantucket  as  among  the  three 
leading  institutions,  paying  an  average  annual  divi- 
dend of  9  and  eleven-twentieths  per  cent.,  with  re- 
served profits  of  $43,890. 

Congested. 

In  these  days,  when  the  housing  problem  is  such 
a  serious  one  in  many  places,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that 
Nantucket  was  ever  in  a  predicament  as  regards  car- 
ing for  the  domiciling  of  her  inhabitants.  Yet,  in 
1857  we  had  the  greatest  number  of  families  to  a  giv- 
en number  of  dwellings  of  any  place  in  the  state,  viz: 
1684  families  in  1114  dwellings. 

Leader  in  Silk  Production. 

In  1857,  a  Hartford  merchant  showed  the  editor 
of  The  Times  of  that  city  a  12-yards  piece  of  silk  he 
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made  by  machinery,  claiming  it  to  be  the  first  silk 
made  in  America.  The  Boston  Courier  pointed  out 
the  statement  as  an  error,  as  one  of  its  editors  had  a 
vest  of  figured  silk  made  from  a  piece  exhibited  at  the 
triennial  fair  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanics Association  in  1844,  "manufactured  at  Mr. 
Owen's  settlement  at  New  Harmony,"  the  piece  con- 
taining just  two  vest  patterns.  Then  uprose  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Nantucket  Inquirer  to  show  both  the  above 
claims  erroneous,  the  Hartford  man  being  19  years  too 
late,  and  he  of  New  Harmony  6  years  "astern  the  light- 
er" in  the  matter  of  silk  production,  claiming  for  this 
island  priority  for  those  periods  in  its  manufacture, 
with  the  date  of  its  first  fabrication  here  as  1838, 
when  goods  were  made  and  put  on  sale  in  local  stores. 
And  he  further  stated  that  Collector  of  the  Port,  Eben 
W.  Allen  then  (in  1857)  had  a  vest  made  from  silk 
manufactured  in  Nantucket  in  1839.  And  the  writer 
remembers  that  vest. 


Nantucket  County  was  incorporated  in  1695 — 
twelve  years  after  Dukes  county. 

Some  Cask. 

In  the  good  old  whaling  days,  staves,  hoops,  bar- 
rels and  casks  were  every-day  words  in  the  Nantuck- 
eters'  mouths,  and  anything  that  had  to  do  with  these 
articles  was  of  keen  local  interest.  Consequently 
when  Edward  Boden  built  three  unusual  casks  for 
Gardner  &  Crosby,  the  local  press  was  sufficiently  im- 
pressed to  chronicle  the  facts.      These  big  (for  those 
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days)  tanks  were  8  feet  high,  diameter  of  heads  7  feet, 
bulge  8  feet.  The  hoops  were  %-inch  iron,  21/2  inches 
wide.  It  required  2658  feet  of  stock  and  3000  pounds 
of  iron  for  their  construction.  They  were  made  for 
Crosby  &  Co.,  of  Callao,  to  be  used  as  wine  vats.  The 
editor  closed  his  bit  of  brag  with  the  remark:  "One 
would  make  a  very  comfortable  tenement  for  quite  a 
sizable  Irish  family." 

The  Nantucket  High  School. 

I,  in  common  with  many  others,  hope  that  the  full 
history  of  the  Nantucket  High  School  may  some  day 
be  written.  Recently  I  came  across  the  first  quarter- 
ly report  of  its  original  principal  (Cyrus  Pierce)  in  his 
own  handwriting,  (dated  August,  1838)  from  which 
the  following  excerpts  have  been  made: 

"The  High  School  went  into  operation  April  16, 
1838,  with  59  scholars;  since  which  time  eleven  have 
been  added,  making  the  present  number  nominally  70 
— 19  males  and  51  females.  The  branches  which  have 
been  pursued  in  the  school  are  Natural  Philosophy,  Al- 
gebra, Geometry,  (to  which  all  the  scholars  have  at- 
tended), Latin,  French,  Political  Economy,  Moral  Phil- 
osophy, Natural  History,  Botany  and  Bookkeeping,  te 
gether  with  Composition,  Declamation  and  Pen-mak- 
ing. Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geog- 
raphy and  English  Grammar  have  been  taken  up  once 
or  twice  a  week.  In  general  the  mode  of  teaching 
has  been  by  conversation,  lectures  and  recitations.  In 
regard  to  means  and  measures,  thus  far  those  of  the 
mild  and  suasory  character  have  been  found  sufficient. 
Great  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  Scholars  not  be- 
ing well  acquainted  with  the  branches  requisite  for 
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admission,  particularly  English  Grammar  and  Arith- 
metic." [This  called  for  an  appeal  from  the  teachers 
for  a  stricter  examination  for  admission.]  "For 
nothing  has  the  school  been  more  remarkable  than  for 
the  uniform  propriety  in  pupils — both  male  and  fe- 
male, both  in  study  hours  and  recess,  in  the  school- 
room and  out  of  it.  During  the  four  months  and  a  half 
that  the  school  has  been  in  session,  not  an  instance  of 
quarrelling  or  strife,  indecency,  vulgarity  or  profane 
ness  among  the  pupils  has  been  witnessed ;  not,  a  com- 
plaint has  been  heard,  or  any  unkindness  manifested 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  teachers."  He  concludes  with 
these  words :  "there  has  been  no  disrepect  to  teachers, 
and  nothing  like  settled  disregard  to  Law  and  Order; 
and  only  3  marks  for  imperfect  conduct."  Surely  a 
model  institution,  so  far  as  good  behavior  is  concerned. 

Strong  for  Law  and  Order. 

Our  good  Governor  Coolidge,  present  Republican 
nominee  for  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  won 
distinction  as  a  stickler  for  law  and  order  during  the 
recent  policemen's  strike  in  Boston.  But  he  had  noth- 
ing on  the  Selectmen  of  this  town  of  1738,  who  issued 
the  following  order,  putting  themselves  on  record  as 
being  right  ©n  their  job  as  Town  Fathers: 

[Copy.] 

Nantucket,  ss. 

To  the    Constables   of  the   Town   of   Sherborn,    or   either 

of  them,  viz: 

Information  being  made  to  us,  the  subscribers,  that  Mar- 
tha Broadbrook  of  the  County  of  Barnstable,  is  landed  into 
this  town  in  order  to  take  up  her  abode  here,  which  is  like  to  be 
of  ill  consequence  if  not  timely  prevented: 

These  are  therefore  to  order  you,  or  any  of  you,  to  warn  the 
said  Martha  Broadbrook  immediatey  to  depart  this  town,  or  to 
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expect  the  severity  of  the  law  in  that  case  made  and  provided, 
and  make  return  of  this  order  to  either  of  us,  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

The  22nd  of  the  6th  month,  1738. 
Jabez  Bunker, 
Nathan   Folger, 
Thomas  Macy, 
Richard   Coffin, 
John  Macy, 
Paul  Starbuck, 
Ebenezer   Barnard. 

Selectmen. 

On  the  back  is  this  endorsement: 

Nantucket,  Sherborn,  August  29,  1738.       Pursuant  to  this 
warrant,  this  day  warned  the  within  Martha  Broadbrook. 
(The  signature  is  unfortunately  illegible). 
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BY  ELEANOR  W.  MORGAN. 


Old  times  bring  fragrant  memories  with  them  out 
of  the  past.  There  is  the  remembrance  of  old  china 
closets  with  spicy  odors;  old  linen  closets  with  breath 
of  lavender;  company  parlors  with  Chinese  jars  full  of 
dried  rose  leaves;  and,  best  of  all,  old  gardens,  which 
belong  to  the  days  when  the  housewife  prided  herself 
on  having  her  house  in  perfect  order  at  3  o'clock  every 
afternoon,  and  herself  in  her  second  best  dress,  sitting 
down  to  her  needle,  under  the  window  where  she  could 
"watch  the  drift." 

At  stated  intervals  calls  were  made  or  returned, 
and  more  rarely  there  were  tea-parties,  another  fra- 
grant memory;  but  women  for  the  most  part  lived  at 
home,  so  the  garden  became  the  chief  relaxation  from 
exacting  cares,  and  a  close  and  intimate  friend. 

They  begin  with  modest  dooryards,  behind  neat 
paling  fences,  on  either  side  of  the  front  steps.  Bush- 
es of  sweet,  red  "Quarterly  Meeting"  roses  would  be 
under  the  windows,  a  honeysuckle  over  the  door  and 
the  narrow  borders  held  old-fashioned  posies,  such  as 
pinks,  wall  flowers  and  gilliflowers,  petunias,  johnny- 
jump-ups  and  migionnette.       Some  times  at  side  or 
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back,  screened  by  grape  hung  fence  or  gooseberry  and 
currant  bushes,  there  was  a  kitchen  garden,  and,  not 
infrequently  a  row  of  sentinel  hollyhocks,  standing  at 
attention,  guarded  a  fragrant  bed  of  "simples"  spear- 
mint, peppermint  and  pennyroyal,  from  which  came 
home-brewed  remedies  while  thyme,  sweet  marjoram, 
sage  and  "savory  add  another  fragrant  memory  of 
Thanksgiving  turkeys  emerging  from  brick  ovens. 

Sites  of  long  passed  houses  here  and  there  are  still 
marked  by  a  bush  or  two  of  lilac,  when  the  gate  opened 
a  straggling  grape  vine,  perhaps  a  clump  of  tawny 
lilies,  while  "Bouncing  Bet"  and  blue  chicory  now  run 
wild,  lemon  balm,  southern  wood,  stork's  bill  or  a  sprig 
of  "London  Pride,"  tell  of  an  old  garden,  long  since 
forgotten. 

No  vestage  remains  of  the  O'Connell  homestead 
near  Hummock  Pond  save  the  clumps  of  gorse  and 
broom  brought  there  from  the  old  country  long  ago. 
The  gorse  remains  local,  but  the  broom  has  swept  over 
the  island  in  a  golden  wave. 

Sometimes  returning  ships  brought  plants  or 
trees — for  instance,  the  Napoleon  willows,  which  Capt. 
Plasket  brought  from  St.  Helena,  of  which  a  solitary 
survivor  remains  on  Centre  street. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  Quakers  did  not  love  flow- 
ers. They  did — and  the  brighter  the  better.  Per- 
haps they  let  their  starved  sense  of  color  run  riot  in 
their  gardens  of  gay  blossoms. 

The  blooming  door-yards  amplified  into  the  state- 
ly formal  gardens  secluded  behind  brick  wall  or  vine 
hung  fence  that  adjoined  the  houses  of  the  rich  ship- 
owners and  merchants  of  Nantucket  town.  To  men- 
tion all  of  them  would  make  a  list  of  its  principal  resi- 
dents.     But  among  the  lovely  gardens  of  the  last  cen- 
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tury,  famous  in  their  day  are  those  of  Aaron  Mitchell 
and  James  Thompson  on  North  Water  street.  Mr. 
Thompson  was  much  interested  in  ornamental  plant- 
ing and  it  was  he,  so  it  is  said,  who  suggested  planting 
fruit  trees  in  gardens  for  the  beauty  of  their  blossoms 
in  the  spring,  their  tempering  shade  in  summer  and 
useful  fruits  in  autumn. 

Reuben  Hallett  had  a  large  garden  at  what  is  now 
known  as  "Moors  End";  so  did  John  Barrett,  Henry 
Coffin,  William  Hadwen,  Timothy  Calder,  George  W. 
Macy  and  Thomas  Macy  on  Main  street,  Joslah  Gorham 
on  Orange  street,  E.  H.  Alley  and  Richard  Mitchell  at 
the  North  Shore,  Samuel  King  on  Pleasant  street, 
Frederick  Sanf ord  at  the  head  of  Steamboat  wharf,  Dr. 
King,  Mrs.  Nancy  Tallant  and  Mrs.  Nickerson 
on  Union  street  and  Dr.  Elisha  P.  Fearing  on  Cen- 
tre street.  Charles  G.  Coffin  had  a  large  garden  on 
land  belonging  to  him  near  the  Lily  Pond,  where  he 
raised  choice  flowers  and  fruit. 

Earlier  still,  Dr.  Martin  T.  Morton  on  Fair  street 
beguiled  the  tedium  of  dispensing  blue  pills  and  black 
drafts  at  nine  pence  a  visit,  by  floriculture,  and  the  rep- 
utation of  his  tulips  has  come  down  to  the  present  day. 
Many  of  these  gardens  are  but  shadowy  memories, 
traces  remain  of  others,  while  in  place  of  some  bloom 
modern  gardens,  that  belong  to  another  paper. 

All  the  old  gardens  seem  to  follow  the  same  gen- 
eral design,  the  beds  either  round  or  in  oblong  panels, 
usually  edged  with  box  and  separated  by  paths  of  hard 
yellow  sand.  They  were  generally  shaded  by  fruit 
trees  and  sometimes,  as  in  the  King  garden  on  Pleas- 
ant street,  a  mulberry  tree,  reminiscent,  together  with 
the  ailantus  trees  found  throughout  the  town  of  those 
days  when  Nantucket  planned  to  raise  silk  worms  and 
manufacture  silk. 
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Under  the  garden  trees,  croeuses  and  grape  hya- 
cinths hid  in  the  grass,  and  in  the  box-edged  beds, 
daffodils  and  tulips  heralded  the  spring,  followed  by- 
graceful  sprays  of  Solomon  seal,  purple  and  white 
sweet  rockets — called  "Honesty"  in  Nantucket — fox- 
gloves, phlox  and  bachelors  buttons,  Japan  lilies,  four- 
o'clocks,  and,  last  of  all,  old-fashioned  chrysanthe- 
mums— not  the  plumey  wonders  of  today,  but  the 
button  chrysanthemums,  pink  and  yellow,  and  the  de- 
lightful "Spanish  Browns." 

In  the  Sanford  garden  the  original  arrangement 
of  flower  beds,  arbors,  trellises  and  brick  walks  has 
been  preserved  with  the  old  ship's  figure  head  still  on 
watch. 

The  King  and  Nickerson  gardens  on  Union  street 
were  more  informal  in  plan  without  box.  The  King 
garden  has  for  a  background  the  Orange  street  bank — 
a  veritable  hanging  garden. 

The  Nickerson  garden  behind  its  hedging  fence 
hung  with  matrimony  vine,  was  full  of  flowers,  some 
of  them  of  unbelievably  old  stock.  There  were 
blue  veronica,  poppies,  larkspur  and  dainty  lemon 
lilies,  blue  bells  and  many  others  already  men- 
tioned that  Mrs.  Nickerson  told  me  had  been  planted 
by  her  mother  Mrs.  Watson  Burgess.  Many  of  these 
are  blooming  today. 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Mary  Macy  for  the  descrip- 
tion of  her  home  garden  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  her 
grandfather,  Thomas  Macy.  The  garden  was 
at  the  back  and  well  hidden  by  tall  fences 
hung  with  ivy,  by  flowering  shrubs  of  lilac  and  syringa 
and  bushes  of  raspberries  and  currants.  Three  ter- 
races, one  below  the  other,  led  down  to  the  hot  houses 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  garden.  The  terraces  were 
laid  out  in  box-edged  beds  where  beautiful  flowers  sue- 
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ceeded  one  another  from  fragrant  hyacinths  to  stately 
dahlias.  There  were  fruit  trees  on  the  second  ter- 
race and  bee-hives  on  the  third.  The  hot- 
houses were  full  of  delicate  plants,  fine  roses 
and  orange  and  lemon  trees.  Many  a  bride  had 
her  orange  blossoms  from  Mrs.  Macy's  hot-house.  The 
blooming  of  the  night  blooming  cereus  was  an  event. 
Word  was  passed  to  friends  and  neighbors.  The  plant 
was  brought  up  to  the  house  and  placed  on  a  table  be- 
fore the  door  opening  into  a  paved  yard  which  led  to 
the  street.  Here  all  interested  were  welcome  to  view 
the  wonder  of  the  fragrant  opening  flower.  Before  it 
began  to  droop,  it  was  cut  off  and  placed  in  a  large  jar 
of  alcohol  to  be  kept  as  an  ornament  for  a  long  time. 
Mr.  Macy  liked  to  call  his  plants  by  their  botanical 
names.  One  day  his  brother-in-law,  Elihu  Swain, 
asked  him  the  name  of  a  certain  plant.  "Thee  would 
never  remember  it,"  said  Mr.  Macy.  "Try  me,"  was 
the  reply.  "Metrosideros,"  said  Mr.  Macy  and  im- 
mediately changed  the  subject.  A  few  days  later  he 
said  suddenly  to  Mr.  Swain,  "'what  was  the  name  of 
that  plant?"  "Met  the  Overseers,"  replied  Elihu 
promptly. 

In  1833,  Mr.  Henry  Coffin  returned  to  Nantucket 
after  a  long  voyage  in  one  of  his  father's  ships.  From 
Madeira,  one  of  the  ports  of  call,  he  brought  back  many 
choice  plants  and  trees,  the  English  ivy  among  them, 
which  he  gave  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  Macy.  When 
his  house  on  Main  street  was  built  and  the  garden  laid 
out,  cuttings  of  the  ivy  were  brought  there  as  well  as 
generously  given  to  friends  in  town.  It  still  veils  the 
old  brick  wall  at  the  north  end  of  the  Coffin  place  and 
is  known  to  be  the  original  stock  of  most,  if  not  all  of 
the  ivy  found  so  abundantly  every  where  in  town.  A 
beautiful  laburnum  came  from  Madeira  at  the  same 
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time  and  a  sapling  from  the  original  tree  still  blooms 
beside  the  house.  Mr.  Coffin  planted  in  his  garden 
choice  fruit  trees,  including  figs,  which  he  espaliered  on 
walls  in  the  foreign  fashion,  we  are  also  indebted  to 
him  for  the  elm  trees  on  Main  street.  We  owe  him 
our  Scotch  heather,  too,  but  that  belongs  to  another 
paper. 

For  weeks  I  have  been  wandering  in  imagination, 
through  Nantucket  town  looking  for  the  old  time  gar- 
dens. In  steep  cobbled  lanes  with  glimpses  of  blue 
water  at  the  foot,  I  have  leaned  over  paling  fences  to 
admire  the  flowers  and  talk  with  friends  who  hailed  me 
from  the  windows.  On  shaded  streets  I  have  lifted 
gate  latches  and  passed  into  quiet  spaces  of  bloom  and 
fragrance.  Across  the  grass  dappled  with  dancing 
tree  shadows,  where  robins  hopped  fearlessly  about, 
gracious  ladies,  in  sheerest  muslin  cap  and  silken 
shawl,  came  to  meet  me  and  greeted  me  as  kinswoman. 
The  wise  ones  say  it  is  the  sharp  salty  tang  in  the  air, 
as  well  as  our  pearl  gray  mists  and  glorious  sunshine 
that  gives  the  unusually  brilliant  coloring  to  every 
flower  that  grows.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  surely 
1?he  gentle  spirit  left  behind  by  generations  of  quiet, 
sober  Quaker  lives  that,  lingering  yet,  in  favored  spots 
gives  to  the  old  island,  even  in  these  days  of  confusion 
and  unrest  the  sense  of  repose  we  find  so  grateful. 

A  garden  i^  a  lovesome  thing 

God  wot! 

Rose  plot, 

Fringed  pool, 

Ferned  grot 

The  veriest  school 
Of  peace,  and  yet  the  fool 
Contends  that  God  is  not — 

Not  God!       In  gardens!       When  the  eve  is  cool? 
Nay,  but  I  have  a  sign: 
Tis  very  sure  God  walks  in  mine. 


HON.  WALTER  FOLGER,  JR. 
Born  on  Nantucket,  June  12,  1765.     Died  September  12,  1849. 
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BY  WILLIAM  F.  MACY. 


Most  good  Nantucketers  have  heard  of  Walter 
Folger,  Jr.,  and  we  all  know  that  he  invented  and 
made  with  his  own  hands  a  wonderful  astronomical 
clock.  Many  of  us  have  seen  the  clock  itself,  and  see- 
ing is  believing  But  I  wonder  how  many  of  you  know 
as  little  about  this  remarkable  man  as  I  did  when  this 
subject  was  assigned  to  me  by  the  program  committee 
for  this  meeting.  I  knew,  as  most  of  you  did,  that  he 
also  made  a  telescope,  for  I  had  seen  that  too,  but  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  my  knowledge  ended  there.  Having, 
however,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  made  some  study 
of  his  life,  I  now  venture  the  opinion  that  he  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  day  and  time,  and 
that  he  has  had  few  equals  since. 

To  about^one  man  in  a  million  is  vouchsafed  the 
possession  of  great  intellectual  gifts  combined  with  an 
equally  great  aptitude  for  mechanics.  It  is  proverbi- 
al that  the  two  things  rarely  go  together.  When  so 
combined,  their  possessor  is  usually  a  man  of  easy-go- 
ing ways,  and,  if  not  actually  lazy,  he  is  apt  to  be  more 
or  less  of  a  dreamer,  not  distinguished  for  any  pro- 
longed or  sustained  effort  in  any  direction.      When, 
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however,  such  a  man,  from  youth  to  old  age,  joins  to 
untiring  industry  that  particular  kind  of  genius  which 
has  been  denned  as  the  capacity  for  taking  infinite 
pains,  we  have — Walter  Folger,  Jr. 

What  were  some  of  his  accomplishments  which 
justify  us  in  placing  him  upon  so  high  a  pedestal? 

1.  He  was  recognized  by  his  contemporaries  in 
the  scientific  field  as  one  of  the  great  astronomers  of 
his  day. 

2.  He  was  one  of  the  greatest  mathematicians  of 
his  time. 

3.  He  knew  more  about  the  art  of  navigation 
than  most  of  the  great  navigators  of  the  period. 

4.  He  was  a  civil  engineer  and  surveyor  of  very 
high  ability,  and  well  versed  in  the  principles  of  me- 
chanical engineering  as  well. 

5.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  at  the  bar, 
practicing  that  profession  for  twenty  years,  and  serv- 
ing for  six  years  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas ;  and  not  one  of  his  rulings  or  decisions  while  on 
the  bench  was  ever  reversed. 

6.  He  was  a  statesman  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term,  serving  for  a  year  in  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives,  six  years  in  the  State  senate,  and 
four  years,  covering  two  terms,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States — all  with  great  credit  and  honor  to  him- 
self and  to  his  constituency. 

7.  He  was  an  inventor  of  fertility  and  original- 
ity, an  expert  mechanic,  artisan  and  machinist. 

8.  He  was  a  writer  of  force  and  vigor,  with  a 
command  of  clear,  concise  and  grammatical  English, 
and  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  scientific  periodicals 
of  the  time. 

And    yet — think    of    this! — he    not    only    never 
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went  to  college ;  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  gone  to 
school.  He  never  studied  astronomy  under  or  with  an 
astronomer,  mathematics  or  engineering  under  or  with 
a  mathematician  or  engineer,  nor  law  under  or  with  a 
lawyer.  He  never  learned  any  mechanical  trade,  and 
he  says  himself  that  he  never  had  a  teacher  who  un- 
derstood English  grammar.  To  all  practical  intents  and 
purposes  he  was  absolutely  self-taught.  What  he 
knew  he  learned  by  himself,  and  what  he  did  he  did  by 
the  force  of  his  own  genius  and  industry. 

But,  over  and  above  all  these  things,  he  was  a 
man  of  high  and  noble  character,  loved,  honored  and 
respected  by  his  neighbors  and  contemporaries. 

When  asked  why  he  gave  up  the  practice  of  law 
after  twenty  years  of  conspicuous  success  in  that  field, 
he  said  his  clients  were  not  satisfied  unless  he  would  lie 
for  them,  and  that  he  would  not  do. 

All  of  his  inventions  he  gave  away,  declaring  that 
he  had  no  desire  for  money,  as  it  might  do  him  more 
harm  than  good. 

He  taught  his  ideas  to  many  men  who  came  here 
from  abroad  to  learn  of  him,  not  only  making  no 
charge  for  his  instruction,  but  often  boarding  his  pu- 
pils in  his  own  home  free  of  charge. 

And — most  remarkable  of  all — he  declined  a  third 
nomination  to  Congress! 

How,  we  may  well  ask,  can  we  account  for  so  many 
and  such  varied  talents,  gifts  and  qualities,  all  devel- 
oped to  the  superlative  degree,  in  one  individual?  I 
am  sure  this"  company  will  get  some  light  on  the  sub- 
ject if  they  recall  that  he  was  the  great,  great,  great 
grandson  of  the  great  Peter  Folger,  unquestionably  the 
most  gifted  man  among  the  early  settlers  of  our  isl- 
and, and  that  he  was  also  the  great,  great  grandson  of 
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the  great  Mary  Starbuck,  unquestionably  the  greatest 
woman  in  our  annals.  With  two  sueh  strains  in  his 
blood,  much  is  accounted  for.  I  sought  in  vain  for 
any  trace  of  Macy,  though  it  was  doubtless  there  some- 
where. I  confess  that  I  found  some  satisfaction  in 
the  fact  that  one  Elisha  Macy  was  his  first  regular 
teacher — until  I  came  across  this  statement  of  Walter, 
Jr's. :  "I  soon  learned  all  he  could  teach  me."  Later, 
however,  they  studied  together,  master  and  pupil 
spending  their  evenings  over  Algebra,  French  and 
fluxions.  Most  of  us,  I  fancy,  would  have  to  consult 
a  dictionary  even  to  know  what  fluxions  is  (or  are). 

The  most  distinctive  characteristic  of  Peter  Fol- 
ger's  character  was  his  versatility.  From  1663,  when 
he  came  to  the  island,  till  his  death  in  1690,  he  was  by 
turns  merchant,  miller,  blacksmith,  shoemaker, 
preacher,  schoolmaster,  author  and  interpreter  of  the 
Indian  language — among  a  few  of  his  functions.  That 
his  illustrious  grandson,  Benjamin  Franklin,  owed 
much  of  his  well-known  versatility  to  his  maternal 
grandfather  is  quite  generally  recognized.  But  in 
none  of  Peter's  descendants  was  this  notable  trait  of 
the  "knowing  Folgers"  more  highly  developed  than  in 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Walter  Folger,  Jr.  was  born  in  1765.  His 
boyhood  was  much  like  that  of  most  other  Nantucket 
boys  of  the  period  before  and  during  the  Revolution. 
The  family  were  quite  well-to-do  for  that  time,  and  his 
father,  Walter,  Sr.,  was  only  less  gifted  than  his  dis- 
tinguished son,  who  acknowledges  his  debt  to  his  fath- 
er's advice  and  training.  The  family  home  was  then 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  Liberty  and  Winter  streets, 
and  the  oil  refinery  and  candle  manufactory  of  the 
elder  Folger  was  on  Winter  street,  about  opposite  the 
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Coffin  School.  There  were  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Walter  was  the  fourth.  He  had  little  schooling  as  we 
understand  the  term  today,  but  it  was  enough  for  him 
to  learn  to  read.  He  could  and  did  do  the  rest  him- 
self. While  still  in  his  early  teens  he  read  Euclid  for 
the  pure  enjoyment  of  it. 

In  1783,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  con- 
fined to  the  house  by  an  illness,  his  father  happened  to 
mention  that  one  of  his  brothers,  Junior's  uncle,  had 
obtained  possession  of  a  book  containing  a  method  of 
computing  longitude  by  lunar  observation  as  worked 
out  by  one  Dr.  Maskelyne.  Nothing  would  do  but 
Walter  must  get  this  book  at  once.  Mastering  the 
new  science  in  a  very  short  time,  his  recovery  was 
doubtless  hastened  by  his  desire  to  prove  his  knowl- 
edge by  experiments.  A  few  years  later  he  taught 
this  method  to  Capt.  Joseph  Chase,  master  of  a  whale- 
ship,  who,  Walter  thinks,  was  the  first  American  navi- 
gator to  apply  it  in  actual  practice  at  sea. 

Soon  after  this  he  obtained  a  copy  of  LaLande's 
Astronomy  from  a  castaway  sailor.  The  book  being 
in  French  and  Walter  knowing  only  English,  he  at  once 
began  the  study  of  French,  he  and  his  former  teacher, 
Elisha  Macy,  translating,  for  practice,  the  whole  of  the 
new  testament.  Having  mastered  French,  he  next 
mastered  the  astronomical  work;  and  so  complete  and 
accurate  was  his  knowledge  of  astronomy  that  his  la- 
ter observations,  especially  of  comets,  were  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  knowledge  of  the  subject  at  that  time. 
The  great  Dr.  Bowditch  (of  "Bowditch's  Navigator" 
fame)  who  was  his  friend  and  correspondent,  used  Fol- 
ger's  observations  and  memoranda  in  calculating  the 
elements  of  the  famous  comet  of  1811. 

It  was  while  studying  French,  in  order  to  study 
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astronomy,  that  Walter  first  learned  that  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  grammar.  So,  merely  as  a  side  line, 
so  to  speak,  and  in  order  better  to  understand  French 
grammar,  he  studied  English  grammar,  and  his  wri- 
tings in  later  years  proved  that  he  mastered  that  as  he 
did  everything  else  he  set  his  mind  to. 

While  still  a  very  young  man  as  a  result,  probably, 
of  his  study  of  "fluxions,"  he  conceived  the  idea  that 
the  oil  casks  used  on  the  Nantucket  whalers  were  not 
made  in  the  best  form  to  hold  the  largest  possible 
amount  of  oil  with- the  least  superficial  area  and  the 
greatest  consequent  saving  in  storage  space.  Inves- 
tigating the  subject,  and  experimenting  with  a  fluxion- 
al  press,  he  found  that  to  secure  the  most  economical 
results  the  diameter  of  a  cask  should  be  equal  to  its 
length.  He  therefore  directed  a  cooper  to  make  some 
casks  by  these  measurements.  The  cooper  raised 
many  objections,  but  finally  complied,  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  millions  of  dollars  were  saved  to  the  whal- 
ing industry  by  the  adoption  of  this  form  of  cask. 

In  1788,  being  then  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
began  the  construction  of  the  famous  clock,  and  on 
July  4,  1790,  it  was  finished  and  set  in  motion.  The 
whole  plan  of  the  works  was  thought  out  and  matured 
in  his  mind  before  he  commenced  any  part  of  it,  and  he 
had  talked  it  over  with  his  father,  who  approved  of  his 
plans.  Every  part  of  the  clock,  except  the  glass 
which  covers  the  dial,  he  made  with  his  own  hands, 
the  materials  used  being  wood,  steel  and  brass;  and, 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  construction  of  the  clock  it- 
self he  made  all  the  tools  with  which  to  make  the  vari- 
ous parts. 

Many  of  you  have  seen  this  wonderful  timepiece, 
which  is  in  general  appearance,  much  like  any  old-time 
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tall  grandfather's  clock,  so-called,  and  know  that,  aside 
from  the  marvels  of  its  interior  mechanism,  the  case 
is  a  very  handsome  piece  of  cabinet  work. 

Not  being  of  a  mechanical  bent  myself,  I  shall  not 
attempt  any  technical  description  of  its  works  or  mech- 
anism. So  far  as  is  known,  no  other  clock  in  any  way 
like  it  has  ever  been  made  before  or  since.  Its  con- 
struction required  not  only  an  accurate  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  mathematics  and  astronomy,  a 
high  degree  of  mechanical  skill,  and  great  manual  dex- 
terity, but  infinite  patience  and  industry  to  complete 
so  complicated  and  elaborate  a  piece  of  work  in  such  a 
comparatively  short  time. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  it  records  the  seconds,  minutes 
and  hours  of  the  day,  like  any  other  clock,  and  also  the 
days  of  the  month,  the  days  of  the  year,  the  months, 
the  years  and  the  centuries;  the  rising  and  setting  of 
the  sun  each  day  of  the  year,  the  time  of  high  tide  at 
Nantucket  each  day,  the  sun's  position  on  the  ecliptic 
at  any  given  date,  the  changes  of  the  moon,  with  its 
rising,  setting  and  "southing,"  and  its  nodes  around 
the  ecliptic,  (taking  18  years  and  225  days) .  A  most 
ingenius  arrangement  records  the  turn  of  the  month 
correctly,  regardless  of  whether  it  be  a  month  of  28, 
30  or  31  days,  and  allowance  is  even  made  for  the  29th 
day  of  February  in  leap  years,  so  that,  so  long  as  the 
clock  is  running,  it  never  fails.  The  wheel  which  re- 
cords the  centuries  moves  one  notch  at  the  end  of  each 
ten  years,  requiring  a  hundred  years  for  one  complete 
revolution. 

To  one  who,  like  many  of  us,  has  little  or  no  grasp 
of  mechanical  principles,  such  a  work  as  this  is  quite 
beyond  comprehension  and,  in  a  sense,  little  short  of 
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appalHng — to  think  that  one  mind  and  one  pair  of 
hands  could  have  conceived  and  executed  it. 

In  1795,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  published  an 
almanac,  making  all  his  own  calculations  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  heavenly  bodies,  etc.  For  many  years 
he  adjusted  the  sextants  for  most  of  the  Nantucket 
captains  and  ship-owners. 

Not  being  satisfied  with  any  thermometer  or  ba- 
rometer obtainable  at  that  time,  since  they  were  not 
accurate  enough  for  his  exacting  requirements,  he 
made  one  of  each  of  these  instruments  for  his  own  use, 
and  both  were  said  to  have  been  marvels  of  accuracy. 

At  the  age  of  fifty-four  he  constructed  his  great 
reflecting  telescope,  now  in  our  collection  in  the  ad- 
joining room,  having  previously  made  several  smaller 
ones.  This  large  instrument  is  of  the  Gregorian 
type,  with  the  larger  speculum  of  five  inches  diameter, 
the  smaller  one  inch,  and  a  focal  length  of  five  feet.  It 
is  related  that  "when  it  was  completed  and  mounted 
his  neighbors  thronged  his  house  to  obtain  a  sight  of 
the  moon  or  other  celestial  objects,  and  although  a  se- 
vere tax  upon  him,  he  at  all  times  gratified  their  wishes 
with  the  most  enduring  patience."  With  this  tele- 
scope he  discovered  spots  on  the  planet  Venws  which 
had  not  been  revealed  by  Herschel's  larger  instrument. 

Very  little  seems  to  be  recorded  concerning  the 
later  years  of  his  life,  except  that  after  retiring  from 
active  practice  of  the  law,  he  still  continued  to  act  as 
counsel  on  occasion,  advising  would-be  litigants,  we 
may  be  sure,  with  wisdom  and  good  sense  from  the 
depths  of  his  experience  and  knowledge.  This  was 
the  period,  probably,  when  he  did  much  of  his  writing 
for  the  scientific  periodicals  and  continued  his  corre- 
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spondence  with  many  of  the  eminent  scientific  men  of 
the  time. 

He  died  in  1849  at  the  advanced  age  of  84  years, 
after  a  life  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge, 
the  spread  of  learning,  and  the  service  of  his  commun- 
ity, his  state,  his  country  and  his  fellow-men. 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  every  true  Nantuck- 
eter  who  knows  anything  of  the  story  of  his  life  and  of 
its  manifold  activities,  so  briefly  outlined  in  this  hasty 
summary,  shares  with  his  descendants  in  the  just 
pride  which  they  take  in  this  most  illustrious  islander? 
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THE  PORT  OF  MISSING  MEN 


Missing  from  among  us  today  is  one  who  has  set 
sail  upon  that  "dolorous,  tideless  and  uncharted  sea." 
One  Island  born,  who  loved  it  in  its  every  mood  and  as- 
pect, who  had  a  soul  filled  with  the  love  of  beauty, 
whether  it  lay  in  a  rutted  road  winding  through  Sauls 
Hills,  or  on  the  South  Shore  where  the  wild  white 
horses  of  sea  race  up  and  down  its  sands,  whose  art 
has  made  those  things  a  permanent  possession,  an 
abiding  pleasure  for  us  all.  The  Historical  Society 
has  lost  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wyer  an  inter- 
ested and  discriminating  member,  the  Island  a  lover 
and  an  artist ;  but  we  can  trust  that  he  who  has  em- 
barked upon  this  last  voyage  shall  reach  some  safe 
harbor  for  Missing  Men,  for,  as  Walt  Whitman  says, 
"Are  they  not  all  the  seas  of  God?" 
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OLD  MAIN  STREET 


BY  ANNIE  W.  BODFISH. 


(Continued  from  Proceedings  of  1919) 

Mr.  President,  Fellow  Members  and  Friends: 

A  year  ago  when  I  promised  to  cut  the  last  round 
of  beef,  I  did  not  realize  how  thin  it  would  prove  to  be, 
so  I  beg  your  indulgence  for  such  a  meagre  serving. 

In  mentioning  the  grocers  on  Main  street,  the  one 
next  west  of  the  Pacific  Bank  was  omitted — Samuel 
Salsbury,  who  married  Gorham  Coffin's  daughter — "A 
pretty  man  who  kept  a  pretty  grocery  store." 

We  will  now  walk  down  Main  street  and  notice 
some  things  before  neglected.  The  fountain  on  the 
Lower  Square  was  presented  to  the  town  by  William 
Hadwen  Starbuck.  It  was  placed  first  at  the  foot  of 
Orange  street,  when  its  heavy  metal  cups  were  moored 
to  its  sides  by  chains,  massive  enough  for  anchors. 

On  the  corner  of  Main  and  Washington  streets 
used  to  stand  a  fine  brick  building,  built  by  Charles  G. 
Coffin  and  used  for  offices.  Then  Henry  A.  Kelley 
occupied  it  and  after  him,  Kelley,  Coffin  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale dealers  in  copper,  cordage,  duck,  chains,  iron, 
steel,  paint,  naval  stores,  flour  and  provisions,  and 
manufacturers  of  sperm,  lard  and  whale  oil.  The 
company  was  Edward  G.  Kelley,  Frederick  G.  Coffin 
and  Zenas  Coffin. 
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Particular  attention  was  paid  to  purchasing  sperm 
oil  for  foreign  markets.  After  that,  Freeman  E. 
Adams  &  Sons  carried  on  the  grain  business  for  many 
years.  Then  the  Paddacks  had  their  paint  business 
there.  It  was  sold  to  William  H.  Chadwick,  who  took 
it  down  and  used  the  bricks  in  the  large  house  which 
he  put  up  at  Squam. 

Just  above  the  present  post  office  was  the  "Shoe 
and  Leather  Exchange,"  called  the  "Brig."  The  old 
men  who  played  checkers,  settled  the  affairs  of  nations 
and  boasted  that  no  germ  could  live  in  its  smoke-laden 
air,  all  are  gone. 

Since  last  year,  there  has  been  a  change  in  one  of 
the  old  buildings  on  the  north  side  of  Main  street.  The 
ante-rooms  of  the  old  Pantheon  Hall  have  been  made 
very  comfortable  for  the  American  Legion  by  the  own- 
er, Mr.  Reuben  C.  Small;  one  room  is  to  be  devoted  to 
amusements  and  the  other  to  quiet,  reading,  conversa- 
tion, etc. 

I  hope  it  will  be  interesting  to  hear  the  names  of 
the  dwellers  on  both  sides  of  Main  street  between  1830 
and  1850.  No  attempt  will  be  made  to  speak  of  those 
men  whose  lives  and  benefitsvto  their  town, are  so  well- 
known  to  all.  I  have  recalled  only  a  few  local  pecul- 
iarities, known  to  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

On  the  north  side: 

Thomas  James.  .  ,,    ,.„ 

William  Raymond,  who  was-  the  lamplighter.  He 
went  to  California  in  the  ship  Planter,  and  was  never 
heard  from. 

Alexander  Dow.  PT . 

Katie  Coffin.  \XKJ 

Aleck  Hunter.  '".'- 
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Alfred  Folger. 

Peleg  Folger. 

George  C.  Gardner,  who  delighted  and  enlivened 
each  annual  town  meeting. 

Asa  Coffin. 

Cousin  Lydia  Rand,  who  always  kept  a  melon  in 
her  window.  When  that  was  missing,  the  passers-by 
knew  the  old  lady  also  had  gone  from  her  accustomed 
place. 

Abijah  Gardner,  George  Mitchell,  William  Folger. 

Asa  G.  Bunker,  who  knew  the  daily  news  often 
before  the  arrival  of  the  boat.  This  was  a  great  mys- 
tery to  his  neighbors  until  it  was  discovered  that  he 
had  two  or  three  carrier  pigeons. 

Elizabeth  Clasby. 

Benjamin  Coleman. 

Thomas  Coleman,  the  fastest  walker  in  town. 

Reuben  Baxter. 

Jedidah  Lawrence. 

David  Paddack. 

Friends'  Boarding  House. 

Reuben  Joy,  Jr. 

Reuben  Joy,  Senior,  this  man  was  the  great 
friend  of  the  boys  of  the  Town  House  School  opposite. 
He  loved  the  boys  and  they  returned  his  affection. 
Every  Christmas  he  divided  a  basket  of  nuts  among 
them,  and  he  lives  today  in  the  affectionate  remem- 
brance of  one  of  the  boys  who  is  ninety  years  old. 

Tristram  Starbuck,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Tobey,  who  still  lives  in  his  very  interesting 
house — it  is  a  two-story  lean-to — perhaps  the  east  end 
was  built  soon  after  1700.  The  west  end  in  1757.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  the  earlier  portion  was  brought 
from  Madaket. 

Anna  Macy. 
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Thomas  Macy,  merchant,  whose  brick  store  house 
on  the  Straight  Wharf  was  supposed  to  be  fire-proof. 
^  George  Starbuck. 
y  Matthew  Starbuck. 

William  Starbuck. 

Henry  Swift. 

George  Cartwright. 

Charles  Clark. 

Benjamin  Gardner. 

Gilbert  Coffin. 

James  Morse. 

Charles  Mitchell. 

Henry  Coffin. 

Frederick  Mitchell. 

On  the  south  side: 
William  Russell,  head  of  the  street,  tobacconist. 
Charles  Folger. 
George  Sheffield. 
William  Ceeley. 
Valentine  Coffin. 
William  Coffin  (several  wives). 
Joshua  Barker,  the  village  blacksmith. 
Capt.  Frank  Gardner. 
Charles  Austin  Folger. 
Thomas  Folger. 
Charles  Wood. 

Lot  Palmer,  whose  laugh  stopped  the  town  clock. 
Nancy  Folger. 
David  Chase. 
George  Brown. 
Thomas  Paddack. 
Thomas  Barnard. 
Lydia  Marshall. 
Daniel  Vincent. 
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John  Paddock,  whose  honest  paint  can  still  be  seen 
in  the  rooms  of  one  house,  at  least,  on  Main  street. 

Capt.  Isaac  Hussey,  who  went  out  in  the  ship 
Planter,  left  her  and  was  killed  in  a  mutiny  on  another 
ship.  He  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Roland 
Bunker  Hussey. 

William  Paddack. 

Town  House. 

Gilbert  Coffin. 

Jesse  Coffin. 

Nathaniel  Barney,  philanthropist.  The  Hadwen 
and  Barney  candle-house  at  the  head  of  the  Steamboat 
or  New  North  Wharf  is  the  only  one  now  remaining. 

Benjamin  Coffin. 

Daniel  Easton. 

The  Knife-box,  which  was  afterward  moved  to 
land  back  of  the  George  Wendell  Macy  house. 

Julia  Macy. 

Matthew  Crosby,  ship  owner. 

Job  Coleman. 

George  Macy. 

George  Coleman. 

Elijah  Coffin. 

Abby  Betts,  who  kept  a  little  shop. 

Charles  G.  Coffin. 

Hicksite  Meeting  House. 

John  Barrett,  merchant. 

Rev.  Phineas  Fish,  missionary  to  the  Indians. 

Most  of  these  residents  whom  we  have  been  re- 
calling no  longer  look  out  on  the  gray  cobbled  street, 
no  longer  see  the  shadows  of  the  elm  leaves  dance  on 
the  houses.  But  we  who  walk  beneath  the  trees, 
planted  and  tended  with  such  care,  hope  and  believe 
that  it  will  remain  always  one  of  the  beautiful  streets 
of  the  world. 
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QUAINT  POETICAL  EPITAPH 
OF  SHUBAEL  CHASE 

Recited  by  Sidney  Chase,  Esq.,  at  the  1920  Annual  Meeting. 


Through  life's  hard  bustle  o'er  the  troubled  seas, 

Through  many  a  storm  and  many  a  prosperous  breeze, 

Through  summer's  heat  and  winter's  chilling  blast, 

From  the  torrid  to  the  frigid  zone  I've  passed ; 

In  sultry  climes  where  each  contagious  breath 

Spreads  desolation  by  untimely  death, 

One  hundred  voyages  through  unnumbered  toils 

I've  sailed  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  miles; 

Been  taken,  sunk,  and  oft-times  cast  away. 

Yet  weathered  all  in  this  "Closed  Port"  to  lay. 

Here,  undisturbed,  at  rest  I  shall  remain 

Till  the  last  trump  calls  up  all  hands  again ; 

And  what  new  peril  I  shall  then  go  through 

No  human  reason  ever  yet  could  show ; 

But  the  same  Power  that  leads  through  earth  and  sea 

Will  doubtless  lead  me  through  Eternity. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 


A  fair  day  marked  the  twenty-seventh  annual 
meeting  of  the  Historical  Association  on  Wednesday, 
July  27,  and  the  attendance  was  limited  only  by  the 
capacity  of  the  meeting-house.  An  excellent  program 
had  been  arranged  by  the  committee  on  annual  meeting 
and  not  even  the  ringing  of  the  dinner  bell  in  the 
church  tower  drew  many  from  the  crowd  of  attentive 
listeners. 

The  president,  Alexander  Starbuck,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order  promptly  at  10  o'clock.  The  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  omitted,  as 
it  was  printed  in  the  "Proceedings."  The  several  re- 
ports of  the  secretary,  treasurer  and  curator  were  read, 
accepted  and  ordered  printed  in  the  "Proceedings." 

The  secretary  gave  an  interesting  summary  for 
the  year,  noting  those  who  had  heard  the  evening  bell, 
crossed  the  bar  and  met  their  "Pilot  face  to  face." 

The  treasurer's  report  gave  convincing  token  of 
prosperity.  The  present  membership,  according  to  his 
report  made  up  to  June  15,  is  386,  composed  of  2 
life  councillors,  62  life  members  and  322  annual  mem- 
bers. New  annual  members,  64,  new  life  members, 
8.  Lost  by  death,  life  members  3,  and  annual  mem- 
bers, 14. 

The  special  feature  in  the  always  interesting  re- 
port of  the  curator  was  the  mention  of  the  existence  of 
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a  set  of  diaries  kept  by  Kezia  (Coffin)  Fanning  from 
her  girlhood  and  running  from  about  1773  to  1830. 

The  auditors  had  reported  by  affixing  their  ap- 
proving signatures  to  the  books  of  the  treasurer. 

The  special  features  in  the  annual  address  of  the 
president  were  the  reports  of  the  four  meetings  of  the 
Bay  State  Historical  League  and  the  reception  by  him 
in  June  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Soule,  of  Baker, 
Oregon,  informing  him  of  the  organization  of  a  Chap- 
ter of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  in 
that  town,  which  had  been  named  Matthew  Starbuck 
Chapter,  in  honor  of  the  Nantucket  man  who  served 
with  John  Paul  Jones  on  the  Ranger  and  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard. 

The  nominating  committee,  through  its  chairman, 
John  B.  Folger,  reported  the  following  list  of  nomina- 
tions for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — Alexander  Starbuck. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry  B.  Worth,  William  F.  Macy,  Mil- 
lard F.  Freeborn,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Raymond,  Mrs.  Eleanor  W. 
Morgan,  William  F.  Codd. 

Secretary — Miss  Emily  Weeks. 

Treasurer — Arthur  H.  Gardner. 

Curator  and  Librarian — Miss  Susan  E.  Brock. 

Auditors — Miss  Annie  W.  Bodfish,  Miss  Emma  Cook. 

Councillors — Lauriston  Bunker,  Miss  Eliza  M.  Hussey. 

The  treasurer  called  "attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
constitution  calls  for  three  auditors  and  only  two  had 
been  nominated — an  error  which  went  back  beyond  the 
time  of  the  present  committee.  By  vote  of  the  meet- 
ing the  name  of  Albert  G.  Brock  was  added  and  the  bal- 
lot as  reported,  with  the  addition  of  the  name  of  Mr. 
Brock,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  meeting  then  elected  for  a  nominating  com- 
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mittee  for  the  ensuing  year:  Miss  May  H.  Congdon, 
Miss  Phebe  Beadle,  Sidney  Chase,  Miss  Mary  E.  Macy 
and  Rev.  J.  C.  Kent. 

Following  the  election  the  president  called  for  re- 
ports of  committees  and  Treasurer  Gardner  reported 
in  behalf  of  a  committee  delegated  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  celebration  of  an  old-time  "Sheep-Shear- 
ing." The  committee  had  given  much  time  to  the 
consideration  of  the  matter,  which  involved  much  pre- 
paratory work,  and  felt  that  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  undertaking  it  should  be  acted  on  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. A  motion  was  made  that  a  committee  of  five 
be  selected  by  and  outside  of  the  Council  to  further 
consider  the  matter.  The  motion  was  amended  by  in- 
creasing the  number  to  10  and  in  that  form  was  passed. 

Mr.  Gardner  congratulated  the  Association  on  its 
increase  in  membership  during  the  year  and  earnestly 
urged  an  effort  to  still  further  stimulate  the  increase. 
A  member  warmly  eulogized  the  work  of  Mr.  Joy  in 
behalf  of  the  Association  and  thought  his  portrait 
should  be  hung  on  the  wall  of  the  exhibition  building, 
but  he  was  informed  that  the  rule  of  the  Association 
always  has  been  not  to  allow  such  an  honor  to  a  living 
member,  no  matter  how  meritorious. 

The  president  then  referred  to  the  time,  nearly  66 
years  ago,  when  he  first  became  a  pupil  of  the  Nan- 
tucket High  School.  He  spoke  of  his  many  pleasant 
reminiscences  of  his  school-days  and  the  great  changes 
shown  in  the  names  of  pupils.  In  his  class  in  the 
High  School  were  Gardners,  Folgers,  Coffins,  Barnards, 
Macys  and  five  of  the  name  of  Starbuck.  He  always 
had  retained  his  affection  for  the  school.  He  recalled 
the  time  when  Principal  Whipple  had  him  read  a  com- 
position he  had  written  before  the  School  Committee. 
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He  desired  to  encourage  the  pupils  of  today  in  the 
study  of  the  history  of  their  island  and  town,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  be  interested  in  the  Association, 
for  it  is  to  the  youth  of  today  we  must  look  for  tomor- 
row's membership,  To  that  end  he  had  offered  prizes 
for  the  best  work  in  that  direction.  Five  essays  had 
been  handed  in.  That  written  by  Miss  Gertrude  Dun- 
ham, had  been  decided  by  the  judges  to  be  superior  to 
the  others  and  entitled  to  the  first  prize,  which  was 
$5.00  in  gold.  Unfortunately  Miss  Dunham  was  not 
able  to  be  present  to  receive  the  prize  in  person.  The 
judges  were  unable  to  decide  on  the  second  highest  and 
it  was  decided  to  give  very  complimentary  mention  to 
the  manuscripts  handed  in  by  Misses  Norine  Dunham, 
Louise  Mack,  Geraldine  Brownell  and  Josephine  Dea- 
con. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Miss  Larned,  teach- 
er in  the  High  School,  for  her  interest  and  helpfulness 
in  the  matter. 

The  paper  written  by  the  prize-winner,  Miss  Ger- 
trude Dunham,  was  on  "The  Tuckernuck  Yoho."  It 
was  read  to  the  meeting  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Morgan,  and 
is  printed  elsewhere. 

The  meeting  was  then  turned  over  to  the  charge  of 
the  committee  on  annual  meeting  and  Miss  Folger,  the 
efficient  chairman,  presented  the  following  excellent 
program  which  was  carefully  followed  and  frequently 
and  warmly  applauded  by  all  present : 

"William  Gayer  and  his  Descendants,"  by  Henry  B.  Worth. 

"Days  of  Long  Ago"  by  Mrs.  G.  Myron  Allen. 

Poem — "Nantucket,"  by  Miss  Edwina  Stanton  Babcock. 

"The  Story  of  Golf,"  by  Sidney  Chase. 

"Extracts" of  an  historical  nature,by  Miss  Annie  W.Bodfish. 

"Sea-faring  Folk,"  by  Mrs.  Seth  M.  Ackley. 

"Some  Old  Houses  I  Have  Met,"by  Hon. W.Prentiss  Parker. 
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There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  afternoon  re- 
ception, where  old  friends  had  a  better  opportunity  to 
clasp  hands  and  new  ones  had  an  opportunity  to  more 
firmly  seal  acquaintance.  It  was  a  marked  contrast 
to  the  reception  of  a  year  ago,  when  a  severe  storm 
limited  the  attendance  to  a  number  barely  equalling  the 
members  of  the  committee. 

Misses  Lillian  Worth,  Lillian  Bartlett,  Inez  Butler 
and  Lois  Sylvia  were  charming  young  waitresses  and 
performed  their  duties  delightfully. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Historical  Association 
continues  to  hold  a  place  of  its  own  in  our  island  com- 
munity, as  shown  by  the  audience  gathered  here  today. 

Its  officers  and  members  extend  cordial  greeting 
to  old  friends  and  new,  who  have  come  hither  with  the 
love  for  former  years  and  perhaps  with  suggestions  of 
new  values  and  estimates  of  historic  interest. 

The  plant  of  our  Association  of  more  than  a  quar- 
ter century  has  shed  its  influence  afar  and  the  native 
islander,  remote  in  foreign  country,  recognizes  its  life 
and  progress.  From  one  comes  the  message:  "Make 
me  a  life  member  of  the  various  home  organizations 
that  seek  to  preserve  the  old  and  to  perpetuate  all  that 
makes  for  its  honorable  place  in  the  rising  generation." 

Most  friendly  welcome  to  all  who  do  reverence  to 
kinship  of  past  generations — the  motive  of  all  historic 
associations. 

The  council  anticipates  from  year  to  year  this  an- 
nual gathering,  seeking  to  find  new  ways  and  methods 
to  interest  returning  friends  and  members.  Even 
the  bold  suggestion  was  made  that  we  might  re-instate 
a  "sheep  shearing"  festival,  that  the  generation  of  to- 
day might  see  and  learn  something  of  the  great  annual 
event  of  a  century  ago.  But  it  was  too  uncertain  a 
task  with  so  few  who  could  represent  reliable  author- 
ity for  the  reproduction  of  that  unique  and  picturesque 
page  of  our  island  history. 
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We  feel  especial  pride  and  gratification  today  that 
students  of  our  High  School  have  proffered  their  ef- 
forts in  essays  of  historic  interest.  Voices  from  Tuck- 
ernuck  have  spoken  most  acceptably;  all  have  shown 
themselves  lovers  of  local  history.  We  hope  it  is  the 
beginning  of  a  returning  interest  and  that  parents  and 
teachers  will  encourage  the  effort. 

New  times  will  demand  new  measures.  Soon  our 
Association  must  put  aside  the  old  for  the  new.  Our 
young  people  must  rise  to  meet  the  demand  and  it  be- 
hooves us  to  encourage  and  strengthen  effort  made  by 
them. 

Among  our  various  exchanges  is  one  that  touches 
our  island  interest — the  annual  report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Franklin  Union  of  Boston.  The  name  of  Frank- 
lin always  stirs  our  island  pride  and  the'director  of  the 
Industrial  School  of  the  Franklin  Union  is  Walter  B. 
Russell,  a  descendant  of  a  Nantucket  family.  So,  year 
by  year,  we  link  the  present  with  the  past — grandchil- 
dren revive  the  names  and  faces  of  grandsires  that  our 
community  knew  a  century  ago. 

The  one  sad  duty  of  our  yearly  record  is  removing 
from  our  list  of  members  the  names  of  those  who  have 
left  us.      The  list  totals  sixteen,  as  follows : 
George  W.  Edwards.  Andrew  Booth. 

Mrs.  Susan  R.  Mitchell.     James  M.  Lowden. 
Charles  A.  Snow.  Seth  A.  Fowle. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Turlay.        Mrs.  George  H.  Danforth. 
Frederick  Worth.  Mrs.  Gertrude  C.  Turner. 

Mrs.  Marianna  Worth.      Miss  Harriet  A.  Chase. 
Rev.  Phebe  A.  Hanaford.  William  H.  Allen. 
Miss  Eliza  R.  Mitchell.      Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  M.  Barney. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Emily  Weeks,  Secretary.    - 
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RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  15,  1920 $  20.66 

Annual  Membership  dues  __ 273.00 

Life  Membership  dues 105.00 

Admission  fees,  Historical  Rooms 746.60 

Rent  of  room,  Siasconset  House _ 30.00 

Rent  of  Mill  Hill  land 15.00 

Donations   16.00 

Sale  of  Publications , 9.70 

Interest  on  Bonds 85.00 

Dividends  from  General  Fund . 28.38 

Dividends  from  Permanent  Fund 4.10 


$1,333.44 


Of  the  273  annual  membership  dues  received  2 
were  in  payment  to  June  15,  1919,  10  to  1920,  166  to 
1921,  93  to  1922, 1  to  1925,  and  1  to  1930. 

Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  there  have  been 
received  116  annual  dues  and  one  life  membership. 

PAYMENTS. 

Central  Lumber  Co.,  (Mill  Lot  fence) $  120.36 

Frank  W.  Gardner,  building  same 71.98 

Willard  B.  Marden,  plumbing 5.00 

Citizens'  Gas,  Electric  &  Power  Co. 6.00 

Inquirer  and  Mirror,  subscription 2.50 

Cook  &  Turner,  Annual  Reports 170.10 

Cook  &  Turner,  Stamped  Envelopes 

and  printing 12.41 
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Cook  &  Turner,  Advertising  and  Printing  —  15.10 
Miss  Emily  Weeks,  carting  and  postage 

paid   .  8.75 

Millard  F.  Freeborn,  freight  paid  _— 8.53 

Estate  of  T.  C.  Pitman,  repairs . 4.10 

H.  G.  Worth,  moving  safe 2.00 

N.  E.  Lowell,  labor  and  stock . 4.25 

Augustus  L.  B.  Fisher,  labor  and  stock 18.71 

George  S.  Davis,  Siasconset,  labor  and  stock  _  32.49 

Postage  stamps , 2.00 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Crowell,  cake 9.60 

W.  F.  Worth,  ice  cream 14.00 

Albert  G.  Brock,  insurance ._. 23.40 

Wannacomet  Water  Co. 10.00 

Siasconset  Water  Supply ,___ 12.00 

Brown  &  Co.,  hardware . _ 3.48 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  record  book . 3.12 

Bay  State  Historical  League,  dues . 2.00 

Cleaning  building,  Fair  Street - 51.02 

Salaries  of  attendants,  Historical  Rooms „  280.00 

Salary  of  Janitor ,—____  100.00 

Salary  of  Curator 100.00 

Salary  of  Secretary 50.00 

Salary  of  Treasurer ,___  75.00 

Deposited  to  credit  of  Permanent  Fund 105.00 

Balance  to  new  account , 10.54 


$1,333.44 


Examined  and  approved 

Hannah  G.  Hatch, 
Carrie  J.  Long, 
Albert  G.  Brock, 

Examining  Committee, 
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Assets. 

Fireproof  Building $8,500.00 

Meeting  House ._—- :  1,500.00 

Collection    (Insurance)    1,000.00 

Old  Mill  _— _———---  1,000.00 

Siasconset  House 1,500.00 

Collection 300.00 

—$13,800.00 

Bond _____—- 1,000.00 

Susan  W.  Folger  Fund : 

Nantucket  Institution  for  Savings 1,135.27 

Permanent  Fund  (Life  Membership  Dues) 

Bond -  1,000.00 

Nantucket  Institution  f  n  Savings 274.04 

Cash  on  hand - — — 10.54 


$17,219.85 


Liabilities — none. 

There  is  also  to  the  credit  of  the  Association  ac- 
crued interest  to  July  1  on  the  two  funds  in  Nantucket 
Institution  for  Savings  amounting  to  approximately 
$60.00. 


Membership,  July  27,  1921. 

Life  Councillors . 2 

Life  Members  __„ 62 

Annual  Members 322 

New  Life  Members . _  8 

New  Annual  Members 64 

Lost  by  death,  Life  Members 3 

Lost  by  death,  Annual  Members 14 

Arthur  H.  Gardner,  Treasurer. 
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CURATOR'S   REPORT 


Mr.  President  and  Friends: 

The  past  year  has  not  been  especially  notable,  but 
has  differed  from  the  foregoing  in  several  ways.  First, 
for  the  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  visitors 
to  the  Historical  Rooms  during  last  summer,  the  total 
amounting  to  fully  one-third  more  than  ever  before — 
upwards  of  three  thousand  people.  As  the  times 
seemed  to  make  it  necessary,  the  Council  had  raised 
the  admission  fee  and  the  resultant  receipts  gave  us  an 
income  which  helped  greatly  in  defraying  our  running 
expenses.  And  besides  this  pecuniary  assistance  we 
received  so  many  strong  expressions  of  delight  in  and 
appreciation  of  our  collections,  that  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son found  us  quite  puffed  up  and  vainglorious.  The 
usual  result  of  pride  going  before  a  fall  inevitably  fol- 
lowed and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  ensuing  months 
up  to  the  present  time  have  been  rather  a  stagnant  pe- 
riod, with  no  happenings  of  interests  or  new  activities 
attempted,  except  a  quite  successful  effort  to  add  to 
our  membership  list. 

The  donations  have  been  as  follows:  Two  oil 
portraits.  A  handsome  one  of  Capt.  William  Brown, 
a  Nantucket  whaling  master  who  died  in  Chili  about 
fifty  years  ago,  and  one  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Gardner, 
afterwards  and  perhaps  better  known  to  the  present 
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generation  as  Mrs.  Daniel  Vincent.  This  is  a  small 
but  very  fine  painting  in  Hathaway's  best  style. 

We  have  portraits  of  Lucretia  Mott  in  many 
forms,  an  early  steel  engraving,  one  painted  on  china, 
later  photographs,  a  large  and  elaborate  plaster  cast, 
and  this  year  has  brought  us  still  another,  a  portrait 
carved  in  bas-relief  by  a  Nantucket  man,  who  for  many 
years  has  dwelt  at  the  antipodes  but  still  remembers 
his  native  town  and  its  famous  people.  While  it  might 
not  seem  necessary  to  possess  so  many  representations 
of  any  one  individual,  we  find  each  worthy  of  accept- 
ance in  its  own  way,  and  it  is  interesting  to  compare 
the  different  ideas  of  this  wonderful  personality. 

A  large  crayon  portrait  has  come  to  us  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  Jane  (Barnard)  Kempton  and  a  large  photograph 
of  Capt.  Sanford  V/ilber  and  numerous  collections  of 
small  photographs  of  our  citizens,  containing  some 
very  interesting  groups.  A  daguerreotype  of  Fred- 
erick Mitchell  was  unmarked  and  while  it  looked  fa- 
miliar, v/as  not  definitely  recognized  for  some  time. 
When  the  name  was  indisputably  confirmed,  we  felt  it 
a  decided  gain,  as  every  portrait  of  a  prominent  citizen 
is  certainly  a  valuable  adjunct  to  our  history. 

We  have  received  some  old  manuscripts  and  a 
great  many  old  accounts,  bills  and  receipts,  not  of  much 
general  interest,  but  all  worthy  of  careful  preserva- 
tion for  future  reference.  Only  one  log-book  this 
year,  but  valuable,  as  it  contains  the  journal  of  the  one 
and  only  voyage  made  by  the  ill-fated  ship  Joseph  Star- 
buck,  with  whose  tragic  history  we  are  all  familiar. 

We  have  tried  to  make  it  one  of  our  special  aims 
to  obtain  the  records  of  all  literary  societies  ever 
founded  here,  and  this  year  have  added  to  these  the 
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records  of  the  Nantucket  Philosophical  Institute, 
founded  May  27,  1826,  and  continuing  until  June  7, 
1832.  Its  membership  list  shows  the  names  of  the 
best  minds  and  most  notable  personages  in  the  com- 
munity at  that  date. 

In  miscellaneous  objects,  the  following  are  of  in- 
terest. An  infant's  blanket,  said  to  have  wrapped  the 
first  white  male  child  born  on  the  island.  A  basket, 
well  authenticated  as  having  belonged  to  the  last  In- 
dian, Abram  Quary.  This,  however,  is  not  of  Indian 
manufacture,  but  came  from  Loanda,  west  coast  of 
Africa,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Congo  river,  and  was 
presumably  brought  here  in  one  of  our  ships.  A  large 
pewter  platter  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Os- 
borne Swain,  who  died  in  1776.  Three  fire-buckets, 
marked  Silas  Coleman,  1805,  David  Mitchell,  1825,  and 
Shubael  Allen,  1826,  respectively. 

Representing  the  fine  handiwork  of  Nantucket 
women,  we  have  received  a  workbox  made  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Starbuck  for  the  anti-slavery  fair,  two  hand- 
kerchiefs made  and  marked  by  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Star- 
buck,  the  first  wife  of  Matthew  Starbuck  and  daughter 
of  Dr.  Martin  T.  Morton,  a  beautiful  silk  tapestry 
"Mourning  Piece"  in  memory  of  Paul  Robinson,  who 
died  in  1774,  and  a  framed  picture  of  many  varieties 
of  sea-moss,  mounted  most  beautifully  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Davis)  Briggs  when  she  was  eighty  years  of  age. 

We  have  received  one  loan,  the  well-known  tall 
black  hat  with  rosette  and  brass  button  on  the  side, 
which  was  worn  for  many  years  by  Sheriff  Josiah  F. 
Barrett,  in  his  official  capacity. 

As  you  see,  our  accessions,  while  many  of  them 
are  choice,  are  much  fewer  than  usual.      This  need  not 
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discourage  us,  for  after  a  while  it  is  reasonable  that 
there  should  be  a  dearth  of  relics  to  collect  and  we  must 
naturally  expect  their  number  to  become  less  and  less 
as  the  years  go  by.  Notwithstanding  this,  a  fact  has 
recently  come  to  our  knowledge  which  proves  conclu- 
sively that  even  after  twenty-seven  years  of  strenuous 
collecting,  the  valuable  relics  of  Nantucket's  past  are 
not  entirely  exhausted. 

A  direct  descendant  of  Keziah  Coffin — the  famous 
heroine  of  ''Miriam  Coffin,"  has  visited  our  island  and 
our  rooms  in  search  of  genealogical  and  historical  data. 
He  has  in  his  possession  a  small  book,  a  diary  written 
by  Keziah  herself,  beginning  in  her  young  girlhood  and 
continuing  for  forty  years.  This  was  too  valuable  for 
any  of  us  to  be  allowed  to  handle,  but  your  Curator 
was  vouchsafed  a  glimpse  of  it  and  permitted  to  read 
a  few  lines  of  the  wonderfully  perfect  handwriting, 
which,  though  distinct,  was  so  fine  as  almost  to  require 
a  magnifying  glass.  It  seemed  to  us  that,  as  the  fam- 
ily naturally  wished  to  retain  the  original,  at  least  a 
copy  should  be  made  for  this  community,  where  so 
much  of  the  life  of  the  writer  was  spent,  and  so  much 
of  this  diary  must  have  been  written.  Every  argument 
possible  was  used  to  bring  this  about  but  all  we  could 
obtain  was  a  tentative  promise  to  consider  the  matter, 
which,  while  not  very  satisfactory,  gives  us  a  hope  for 
the  future. 

So  much  for  what  the  past  year  has  brought  to  us. 
The  present  one  has  opened  well  as  far  as  attendance  is 
concerned  and  while  we  may  not  accomplish  as  much 
as  we  could  wish,  yet,  when  we  are  asked,  as  happened 
a  few  days  ago,  if  Walter  Folger  was  the  grandfather 
of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and,  in  another  instance,  told  in 
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all  seriousness  that  Lucretia  Mott  was  the  mother  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  we  can  still  feel  that  we  are  ful- 
filling our  mission  in  enlightening  the  world. 

The  great  problem  that  we  now  have  to  face  is  the 
fact  that  as  time  removes  our  faithful  workers,  there 
seem  to  be  very  few  coming  forward  to  carry  on  the 
v/ork  of  the  Association.  So  this  time  my  annual 
plea  is  not  for  funds,  or  more  room,  or  relics,  or  even 
greater  interest,  but  for  active  workers.  Our  Council 
this  year  has  been  fertile  in  suggestions,  but  these  have 
not  been  carried  out  through  lack  of  members  with 
time,  strength  and  vigor  to  push  things  through. 

A  scheme  for  arousing  and  advancing  our  inter- 
ests is  to  be  presented  to  you  today  and  it  is  the  earn- 
est desire  of  the  Council  that  members  may  come  for- 
ward and  pledge  themselves — not  merely  their  money 
and  patronage,  but  themselves,  to  carry  out  this  pro- 
ject. 

The  officials  of  a  society  can  plan  and  suggest,  but 
must  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  its  members  if 
great  things  are  to  be  attempted  and  successfully  ac- 
complished. 

We  can  certainly  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
stability  of  the  structure  we  have  raised  in  our  twenty- 
seven  years  of  service,  but  let  us  not  imagine  the  work 
in  any  sense  completed,  for  we  must  never  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  while  "every  day  is  the  child  of  a  yester- 
day, it  is  also  the  parent  of  a  tomorrow"  and  must  ever 
keep  step  with  the  onward  march  of  history. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  E.  Brock,  Curator. 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 


Fellow  Members  of  Nantucket  Historical  Association : 

Standing  on  the  threshold  of  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  our  existence  as  an  Association,  we  are  called 
upon  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  year  and  to  note 
wherein  we  have  not  sufficiently  succeeded,  and  what 
we  may  have  done  that  is  fairly  entitled  to  commenda- 
tion. The  reports  of  the  several  officers  are  records 
of  an  efficiency  and  progress  that  are  gratifying. 

During  the  past  year  the  Bay  State  Historical 
League  has  held  four  meetings,  which,  as  your  dele- 
gate, I  have  attended.  September  25th  of  last  year  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Methuen  on  the  noted  Searles  es- 
tate. In  my  judgment  the  meeting  in  itself  was  not 
promotive  of  the  objects  for  which  the  League  was 
founded.  The  principal,  and  indeed  the  only,  address 
was  an  illustrated  description  of  Methuen,  interesting 
in  itself  as  to  its  artistic  and  literary  merit,  but  not  of 
value  in  the  announced  work  of  the  League.  I  took 
occasion  later  in  a  note  to  the  Executive  Committee  to 
criticize  the  meeting  on  that  ground,  saying  in  effect 
that  it  seemed  hardly  worth  the  while  for  delegates 
from  all  over  the  State  to  travel  so  far  and  take  so 
much  time  with  results  no  more  beneficial  to  our  dele- 
gating societies.  For  a  year  there  had  been  a  drifting 
away  from  the  old  landmarks,  but  there  has  been  an 
improvement  since  the  Methuen  meeting. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  January 
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15th  last  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  New  England  His- 
toric— Genealogical  Society  in  Boston.  That  was  the 
week  following  the  disastrous  fire  in  the  Department 
of  Commerce  Building  at  Washington,  by  which  in- 
valuable census  records  dating  back  to  the  year  1790 
were  ruined  by  fire  and  water.  Other  valuable  rec- 
ords were  reported  quite  as  carelessly  housed.  I  took 
the  occasion  to  offer  a  resolution  to  be  forwarded  to 
our  Congressmen  strongly  criticizing  the  carelessness 
which  allowed  such  valuable  documents  so  insufficient 
protection.      The  resolution  passed  unanimously. 

The  topic  of  the  day  was  "Old  Buildings  and  their 
Preservation"  and  Walter  Kendall  Watkins,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  League,  who  is  very  conversant  with  Bos- 
ton, described  many  old  structures  in  that  city.  Others 
were  called  on  to  tell  of  the  old  dwellings  in  their  re- 
spective towns,  among  them  your  President,  who  said 
that  Nantucket  was  not  limited  to  two  or  three  old 
houses  but  had  many  structures  dating  back  to  or  be- 
yond the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  with  the  Arlington 
Society  on  April  30.  It  rained  heavily  but  there  was 
a  good  attendance.  The  topic  of  the  day  was  "The 
Collection  and  Preservation  of  Family  Records  by  His- 
torical Societies."  Taking  part  in  the  general  discus- 
sion, I  spoke  of  the  unusual  facilities  offered  to  the  ge- 
nealogist by  the  very  complete  records  in  Nantucket. 
The  meeting  was  held  soon  after  the  fire  at  the  Old 
State  House  in  Boston  that  threatened  the  invaluable 
collection  of  the  Bostonian  Society  with  disaster  and 
it  was  a  great  relief  to  learn  from  Grenville  H.  Nor- 
cross,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Society,  that  the  loss 
was  quite  trivial  comparatively.      As  that  was  a  fire 


22  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 

on  the  inside  of  the  building  it  is  well  to  take  warning 
that  we  do  not  encounter  such  conditions  ourselves. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  League  was  held  June 
25th  in  the  New  North  Church,  Hingham,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Hingham  Society.  The  reports  showed 
that  the  League  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  now  has 
a  membership  of  seventy-five  societies.  The  average 
attendance  at  the  meetings  is  about  eighty,  usually 
representing  from  twenty  to  twenty-six  societies.  The 
officers  of  last  year  were  re-elected  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Norcross  who  retired  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee after  a  long  and  exceedingly  valuable  service. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lewis,  president  of  the  Dor- 
chester Society. 

The  Council  of  our  Association  deemed  it  wise  last 
year  to  increase  the  fee  for  seeing  the  collection.  The 
results  have  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  decision. 

A  year  ago  in  closing  his  annual  address,  your 
President  in  his  oft-repeated  plea  for  an  increased 
membership,  agreed  to  be  personally  responsible  for  at 
least  four  new  members.  One  lady  came  forward  at 
that  meeting  and  volunteered  to  be  one  of  his  quota. 
Soon  after  his  return  from  his  vacation  a  native  of 
Nantucket,  residing  in  Waltham,  offered  to  be  the  sec- 
ond. Within  about  a  month  a  friend  in  Wilmington, 
Ohio,  came  forward  as  the  third  and  as  the  result  of  a 
little  campaign  personally  conducted  many  persons 
have  signed  and  sent  in  applications  for  membership 
in  response  to  personal  appeals  which  he  has  sent  out. 
Is  not  the  harvest  indeed  ready  for  the  reapers  ?  May 
there  not  be  a  suggestion  in  the  fact  that  by  the  record 
of  1920,  246  of  our  members  are  non-resident  and  but 
126  are  located  here? 
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The  especially  interesting  incident  which  has  been 
brought  to  the  president's  attention  during  the  year 
was  in  a  letter  received  June  10th  last  from  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Soule  of  Baker,  Oregon,  in  which  she  stated  that 
after  several  years  of  effort  a  charter  had  been  ob- 
tained for  a  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  in  that  town  and  that  she  had  been  appoint- 
ed Regent.  The  name  selected  was  in  honor  of  Mat- 
thew Starbuck,  whose  name  appears  on  the  Memorial 
Tablet  in  the  vestibule  of  our  fireproof  building  as  one 
of  the  men  who  served  under  John  Paul  Jones  on  board 
the  Ranger  and  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  of  whom 
Jones  in  his  letter  to  Hon.  Joseph  Hews,  after  the  bat- 
tle between  the  Ranger  and  the  Drake  off  Carrickfer- 
gus  April  24,  1778,  says:  "My  loss,  though  small  in 
numbers,  was  severe  in  quality.  Of  the  enlisted  men 
Quartermaster  John  Dougall  and  Nathaniel  Wills  are 
dead  and  able  seamen  Mark  Staples,  David  Sargent  and 
Matthew  Starbuck  are  wounded  severely,  but  doing 
well." 

We  have  on  our  membership  list  Mary  Yeates 
Soule,  of  Baker,  Oregon,  who  doubtless  is  of  the  same 
family  as  the  Regent  of  the  new  Chapter. 

We  may  well  congratulate  the  local  committee  on 
its  success  in  enlisting  the  pupils  of  the  High  School  in 
historical  research.  It  is  from  the  young  people  of  to- 
day that  we  must  draw  our  membership  of  tomorrow. 
In  my  own  profession  I  encourage  reports  of  their  ac- 
tivities from  the  young  people  on  the  general  theory 
that  the  readers  of  tomorrow  must  come  from  the 
young  people  of  today. 

Alexander  Starbuck. 
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BY  MRS.  G.  MYRON  ALLEN 


I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  Nantucket 
Quaker  Meeting,  but  as  I  am  a  birth-right  member  of 
the  Friends  Society  and  have  been  attending  Quaker 
meetings  all  my  life,  it  does  not  require  any  special  gift 
of  imagination  for  me,  when  I  come  into  this  quiet 
room,  to  see  the  forms  of  some  of  my  ancestors  assem- 
bled here  in  "silent  worship." 

The  Quaker  meeting  of  the  past  was  often  without 
a  spoken  word  and  consisted  in  a  communion  service 
between  the  individual  and  the  in-dwelling  spirit  of  the 
Almighty,  sometimes  spoken  of  by  Friends  as  "the 
Inner  Light." 

The  communion  consisted  in  a  careful  conscien- 
tious consideration  of  the  trials  of  every  day  life  and 
a  critical  examination  of  the  evidence  for  the  defense. 

I  can  imagine  a  great-grandmother  of  mine,  as  a 
child,  dressed  in  the  same  style  as  her  mother,  even  to 
a  tiny  "plain  bonnet"  and  as  she  sits  by  her  mother's 
side  her  feet  lack  several  inches  of  reaching  the  floor. 
She  sits  so  still  that  I  might  think  her  to  be  asleep, 
were  it  not  for  her  bright  eyes,  and  I  do  not  blame  her 
if  she  wonders  how  long  it  will  be  before  Grandfather 
Macy  will  shake  hands  with  Grandfather  Folger  and 
the  meeting  end. 

It  has  ever  been  the  custom  for  the  Quaker  meet- 
ing to  be  closed  by  a  hand-clasp  and  a  smile,  usually 
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beginning  on  the  "facing  seat"  on  the  men's  side  of  the 
room  and  radiating  like  a  beam  of  sunshine  and  shared 
by  each  person  present.  A  popular  song  says  "There 
are  smiles  that  make  us  happy  and  there  are  smiles 
that  make  us  blue,"  but  the  smile  that  came  with  the 
hand-clasp  at  the  close  of  the  old-time  Quaker  meeting 
was  of  a  class  by  itself.  It  was  a  smile  of  friendly  en- 
couragement, that  helped  to  make  you  better,  strong- 
er and  to  feel  that  life  was  worth  its  effort.  Whittier 
expresses  the  Quaker  idea: 

"That  faith  should  be  cheerful,  and  trust  should  be  glad, 
And  our  follies  and  sins,  not  our  years,  make  us  sad. 

Should  the  heart  closer  shut  as  the  bonnet  grows  prim 
And  the  face  grow  in  length  as  the  hat  grows  in  brim?" 

I  can  imagine  my  great  grandmother  as  a  maiden 

"Standing  with  reluctant  feet, 
Where  the  brook  and  river  meet, 
Womanhood  and  childhood  fleet. 
Thou  whose  locks  outshine  the  sun, 
Golden  tresses  wreathed  in  one 
As  the  braided  streamlets  run." 

She  now  understands  the  reason  of  religious  wor- 
ship and  knows  the  truth  of  the  promise  that  "where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My  Name,  there 
will  I  be  in  the  Midst  of  them."  Her  mind  may  have 
strayed  over  to  the  men's  side  of  the  house,  it  may 
even  have  lingered  with  an  especial  interest  on  the 
personality  of  a  particular  young  man,  who  was  des- 
tined to  be  my  great-grandfather,  but  I  think  no  less 
of  her  if  it  did,  for  even  in  old  Nantucket  and  in  the 
Quaker  meeting,  "Love  took  up  the  harp  of  life  and 
smote  on  all  its  chords  with  might,  smote  the  chord  of 
self,  which  trembling  passed  in  music  out  of  sight." 

It  is  a  natural  sequence  to  see  her  next  as  a  bride. 
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The  proposal  of  marriage,  accompanied  by  the  consent 
of  the  parents,  having  been  laid  before  the  Monthly 
Meeting  and  the  meeting  having  given  it  consideration 
for  a  month's  time,  as  was  the  custom,  and  as  there  be- 
ing no  reason  for  objection,  the  meeting  gave  its  ap- 
proval. Then  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  society,  she 
stands  with  her  hand  clasped  by  him  she  is  to  love, 
honor  and  cherish — the  Quaker  bride  does  not  promise 
obedience — and  she  repeats  what  I  consider  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  of  marriage  vows,  beginning;  "In  the 
presence  of  God  and  these  our  friends,  I  promise  thee" 
— Longfellow  describes  it: 

"Better  than  houses  and  lands,  the  gift  of  a  woman's  affection, 
And  on  the  First-day  that  followed,  he  rose  in  the  Silent 

Assembly, 
Holding-  in  his  strong-  hand,  a  hand  which  trembled  a  little, 
Promising  to  be  kind  and  true  and  faithful  in  all  things. 
Such  were  the  marriage-rites" — 

Of  my  great  grandparents. 

It  is  claimed  to  be  a  fact  that  no  marriage  which 
"went  through"  the  Quaker  meeting  and,  having  their 
consent,  and  was  consumated  by  the  Quaker  ceremony, 
has  been  dissolved  by  divorce. 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  think  that  I  am  trying  to  give 
the  Quakers  more  credit  than  is  their  just  due,  and  I 
will  repeat  what  the  Quaker  Poet  himself  wrote  on 
that  point: 

"Well  know  we  our  birthright  may  serve  but  to  show, 
How  the  meanest  of  weeds  in  the  richest  soil  grow, 
But  we  need  not  disparage  the  good  which  we  hold; 
Though  the  vessels  be  earthen,  the  treasure  is  gold. 
Enough  and  too  much  of  the  sect  and  the  name. 
What  matters  our  label,  so  truth  be  our  aim  ? 
The  creed  may  be  wrong,  but  the  life  may  be  true, 
And  hearts  beat  the  same  under  drab  coats  or  blue." 
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When  I  look  at  the  spinning  wheel  in  the  room  ad- 
joining, I  can  imagine  how  my  great-grandmother 
looked  when  using  one. 

I  can  see  her  as  a  "bride-to-be"  and  her  father  has 
told  her  that  she  can  have  all  she  will  spin  and  weave, 
a  promise  he  may  have  regretted  when  the  next  shear- 
ing time  came.  She  can  not  send  an  order  to  the  city 
to  a  firm  like  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.  or  John  Wanamaker, 
but  nevertheless  when  her  wedding  day  came,  she  had 
a  plentiful  supply  of  linens  and  woolens — such  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  duplicate  today  at  any  price. 

I  can  see  her  next  as  a  wife  and  mother,  still  busi- 
ly spinning  to  supply  the  needs  of  those  she  loves. 

I  see  her  again,  her  hair  no  longer  "outshines  the 
sun,"  but  it  now  has  the  silver  of  moonlight.  She 
spins,  but  the  color  is  black  and  some  of  those  she 
loved  are  no  longer  to  be  provided  for. 

I  can  see  her  once  more.  It  is  late  afternoon. 
This  time  the  spinning  wheel  is  still.  She  is  sitting  in 
her  old  arm  chair,  her  hands  in  an  unaccustomed  idle- 
ness, lay  beside  her  knitting  in  her  lap.  Memory  and 
love  soften  the  stern  face.  She  whispers  a  prayer  for 
the  safety  of  her  loved  ones,  now  widely  scattered.  One 
may  have  been  gone  months  on  a  whaling  voyage ;  an- 
other may  have  been  attracted  by  the  golden  magnet  of 
California.  My  own  ancestor  had  left  the  island  and 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  who  went  into  the  wild  and  un- 
settled "West"  which  is  now  Easton,  N.  Y. 

Other  children  may  have  embarked  upon  the  seas 
of  commerce  in  our  larger  cities,  and  regardless  of  the 
ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  of  business,  strove  steadily 
onward,  laying  the  broad  foundations  of  what  are  to- 
day some  of  our  most  honored  institutions. 

Her  faded  eyes  gaze  quietly  through  her  steel- 
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bowed  spectacles,  as  she  thinks  of  the  days  gone  by 
and  the  days  that  are  to  be,  when  all  tears  shall  be 
wiped  away. 

There  are  many  roads  leading  to  "The  Land  of 
Long  Ago."  A  bit  of  yellow  lace,  your  grandfather's 
seal,  the  pin  your  grandmother  wore,  with  a  lock  of 
hair  under  the  crystal  front,  a  bundle  of  old  letters  tied 
with  a  faded  ribbon,  a  book-mark  of  time-stained  card- 
board that  said  to  some  beloved  one  ' 'Remember  Me" 
or  "Believe  Me  True,"  but  the  spell  of  the  past  is 
strongest  in  those  things  which  were  an  intimate  part 
of  their  daily  lives  and  the  product  of  their  own  handi- 
work, the  Log  Book  with  its  records  and  curious  draw- 
ings and  the  portraits  of  each  whale  caught ;  the  ivory 
swifts  made  during  some  long  voyage,  as  a  gift  for 
her  who  patiently  waited  his  return  and  used  for  years 
after;  the  scrim-shaw  ivory  which  is  a  work  of  art; 
the  fine  needle-work,  and  embroidery,  as  well  as  the 
patchwork  quilt  and  the  hand-woven  coverlet;  all  of 
these  are  possessions  which  have  drifted  down  to  us  of 
the  present  day,  a  legacy  of  the  past,  to  beheld  in  honor 
or  cast  aside  in  dishonor,  but  always  seeming  to  say: 
Have  you  forgotten  ?  Have  you  forgotten  ?  Some  of 
us  have  not  forgotten. 

In  the  treasures  of  the  adjoining  room,  there  are 
Memories,  Imagination,  History,  Biography,  Joy,  Sor- 
row, Religion,  Romance,  Realism,  Life,  Love  and 
Death ;  and  over  all,  like  a  halo,  the  love  of  the  artist 
for  his  work  and  the  soul's  longing  for  earthly  im- 
mortality. 

"0  these  are  the  voices  of  the  past, 
Links  of  a  broken  chain, 
Wings  that  shall  bear  us  back  to  times 
Which  can  not  come  again." 
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ISLANDER 

BY  EDWINA  STANTON  BABCOCR 


(Written  from  a  true  story  of  the  Great  War.) 

They  would  take  the  hill  next  day!      The  order  he  knew 

And  the  kind  of  hell  the  "taking"  would  be  he  had  seen; 

So  he  spent  the  night  awake;  and  the  hours  flew 

As  he  pondered  on  the  sort  of  man  he  had  been 

And  wondered  what  dying  and  doing  it  bravely  would  mean. 

"The  Eighty-Second's  coming  along  tonight" — 

He  remembered  then;  there  were  men  in  that  regiment  knew 

His  island  home.       Men  who  were  going  to  fight 

For  the  moors  he  loved,  and  the  pines  where  arbutus  grew— 

Well,  he  thought  he  would  like  to  pass  them  a  word  or  two* 

He  thought  he  would  like  to  see  them  to  talk  of  the  hill 
By  Polpis  Harbor,  the  grey  little  farm  roof's  slant; 
Of  the  way  the  sunset  flared  through  the  fans  of  the  Mill 
And  the  rolling  moorland  studded  with  plover  and  brant 
And  the  scallopers  sailing  their  boats  through  Autumnal  chill, 

He  thought  he  would  like  to  talk  of  the  gilded  dome 
Of  the  Unitarian  Church;  of  the  cobbled  "square;" 
And  speak,  with  others,  sea-faring  names  of  home 
Wondering  "do  they  hear  of  the  fighting  there 
Where  Sankaty  light  stands  guard  with  its  solemn  flare  ?" 

So  he  stood  all  night  on  those  dark  hours  of  the  earth 

Calling  to  men  slogging  by  to  heroic  ends 

Shouting  "Nantucket!"       Little  grey  town  of  his  birth. 

Palely  he  stood  there,  anxious,  as  one  who  sends 

S.  O.  S.,  scanning  the  night  for  friends. 

"Nantucket"  he  hailed! — but  the  river  of  men  rolled  by, 
Every  eye  set  grim  towards  its  Mecca  of  bloody  drench, 

No  answering  Island  voices  echoed  his  cry 

But His  own  soul  answered!      He  went  back  to  his  trench 

Resolving  how  a  Nantucket  man  should  die! 
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BY  SIDNEY  CHASE 

One  evening  in  the  spring  of  1897  the  writer  went 
into  the  Algonquin  Club  in  Boston  and  there  met  Mr. 
David  Noyes  of  the  firm  of  Noyes  Brothers  and  Com- 
pany of  Boston.  Mr.  Noyes  had  been  going  to  Nan- 
tucket for  several  seasons,  where  we  had  often  met,  so 
I  said  to  him:  "I  suppose  you  are  about  ready  to  go 
to  Nantucket." 

"Not  going  to  Nantucket  any  more,"  he  said. 

"I  am  sorry  to  hear  that.      What's  the  trouble?" 

He  said,  "I  won't  go  anywhere  I  can't  play  golf." 

"Play  golf?  I  don't  know  what  the  thing  is,"  I 
said,  "but  suppose  it  is  what  I  have  seen  men  going 
about  with,  bags  filled  with — I  don't  know  what.  It 
seems  to  me  the  silliest  thing  a  man  can  do  for  pleas- 
ure." 

"You  don't  know  what  you  are  talking  about,"  he 
said. 

"I  have  just  told  you  that,"  I  said,  and  there  the 
subject  dropped,  but  I  was  somewhat  troubled  in  think- 
ing that  other  desirable  people  might  stay  away  from 
Nantucket  for  the  same  reason. 

So  when  I  came  here  in  the  early  summer  of  that 
year  I  met  Dr.  Harold  Williams  and  Mr.  Alfred  Dabney 
and  asked  them  if  they  knew  about  the  game  of  golf. 
Dr.  Williams  said  he  knew  almost  nothing  about  the 
game,  but  Mr.  Dabney  said  he  had  seen  it  played 
abroad  and  that  he  thought  it  would  come  to  this  coun- 
try and  stay.  I  said  to  Dr.  Williams :  "Noyes  says 
he  won't  go  anywhere  that  he  can't  play  golf  and  if  the 
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thing  is  keeping  people  away  from  Nantucket  we  ought 
to  have  it  here."      And  Dr.  Williams  agreed  with  me. 

From  Mr.  Dabney,  Dr.  Williams  and  I  received  our 
first  ideas  of  what  the  game  really  was  and  how  it  was 
played.  He  explained  to  us  what  was  necessary  as  to 
land,  etc.,  and  from  his  description  it  seemed  to  me  the 
land  near  the  water-works  was  best  adapted  for  the 
game.  So  we  drove  out  there  and  Mr.  Dabney  said  it 
was  about  the  same  as  he  had  seen  the  game  played 
on  abroad. 

We  then  proceeded  to  see  what  we  could  do  to  get 
others  interested  and  join  us.  The  Inquirer  and  Mir- 
ror printed  circulars  for  us — which  were  very  general- 
ly distributed  among  the  summer  residents — stating 
the  time  and  place,  near  the  water- works,  where  the 
first  meeting  was  to  be  held,  under  a  tent,  which  we 
had  hired  in  Boston,  and  which,  besides  being  used  for 
the  first  meeting,  was  also  used  the  next  two  years  as 
our  Club  House. 

A  photograph  of  the  tent  is  attached  hereto ;  also 
one  showing  the  Club  House  at  the  Reed  Pond,  which 
was  used  after  the  first  two  years  until  1901,  at  which 
time  the  present  house  was  built.  The  attendance  at 
the  first  meeting  was  so  large  we  were  much  encour- 
aged and  went  to  work  at  once.  We  leased  the  land, 
which  we  afterward  bought,  together  with  surround- 
ing land. 

I  quote  the  following  from  the  Nantucket  Inquir- 
er and  Mirror  under  date  of  July  17,  1897,  "Parties  in- 
terested contemplate  establishing  a  golf  links  at  the 
Cliff."  Also  under  date  of  July  24,  1897:  "Work  has 
been  commenced  on  the  new  golf  links  near  the  water- 
works. Dr.  Harold  Williams,  Mr.  Dabney  and  others 
of  our  summer  residents  are  the  promoters." 
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Again  under  date  of  August  14,  1897: 

"Under  the  inspiring  enthusiasm  and  devoted  energy  of  Dr. 
Harold  Williams  and  Mr.  Sidney  Chase  the  Nantucket  Golf  Club 
has  become  a  lively  fact.  Before  going  further  let  us  state 
that  the  game  should  be  pronounced  as  if  spelled  "goff."  Nine 
links  have  been  laid  out  in  the  vicinity  of  the  water-works  and 
there  every  Saturday  afternoon  will  be  found  the  gayest  com- 
pany in  Nantucket.  When  once  the  golf  fever  takes  possession 
of  one  it  runs  on  no  time  limit  and  there  is  nothing  intermit- 
tent about  it.  The  new  Club  has  about  one  hundred  members, 
all  of  whom  want  to  play,  so  that  when  the  official  games  come 
on  Saturday  it  is  necessary  to  begin  early  in  the  morning  and 
keep  it  up  all  day.  Last  week  there  was  a  bogey  game  where- 
in the  players  tried  to  exceed  the  imaginary  score.  The  bogey 
was  47  strokes  for  men  and  75  strokes  for  the  ladies.  Mr.  Sei- 
dell, of  New  York  city,  the  guest  of  Miss  Middlebrook,  has  be- 
come the  star  player  and  has  won  two  cups.  Miss  Dabney  beat 
the  bogey  fcur  points  last  week.  Friday  is  devoted  to  the  chil- 
dren who  also  play  for  cups.  Young  Watson  carried  off  two 
cups." 

And  here  let  me  say  the  writer  induced  Miss  Paul- 
ine Mackay  to  play  her  first  games  on  Nantucket.  In 
1904  she  was  semi-finalist  in  the  Women's  Champion- 
ship of  the  United  States.  In  1905  she  won  the  Wom- 
en's Championship  of  Massachusetts  and  also  won  the 
Women's  Championship  of  the  United  States.  In  1906 
she  won  the  Women's  Championship  of  Massachusetts 
and  made  the  best  score  in  the  qualifying  round  for 
the  Women's  Championship  of  the  United  States;  for 
all  of  which  we  are  justly  proud. 

We  next  bought  a  book  which  had  just  been  pub- 
lished in  1897,  "How  to  Play  Golf,"  by  H.  J.  Whigham, 
from  which  I  quote  some  of  his  ideas  regarding  the 
course: 

"Begin  by  selecting  the  best  soil  that  is  available.      Light, 
sandy  soil  is  the  best  for  the  purpose,  because  it  dries  easily 
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after  rain,  and  yet  does  not  bake  to  the  consistency  of  iron  in 
hot  weather.  If  possible  get  a  piece  of  property  devoid  of 
trees.  When  you  have  bought  your  land,  which  should  be  as 
undulating  as  possible,  without  being  mountainous,  proceed  to 
lay  cut  the  best  course  that  the  lie  of  the  ground  permits,  irre- 
spective of  a  building  site  for  your  club  house  cr  the  picturesque 
grouping  of  woods.  Then  go  to  work  ruthlessly  and  root  out 
every  tree  which  interferes  in  the  most  remote  degree  with  your 
course." 

And  to  me  it  is  even  more  essential  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  removal  of  trees  every  rock  and  stone 
should  also  be  taken  out.  Although  our  course  has 
been  laid  out  five  different  ways  since  we  first  started, 
I  don't  recall  that  we  ever  took  out  a  stone  which 
weighed  as  much  as  one  hundred  pounds,  and  today  the 
Nantucket  course  stands  without  a  rock  or  a  tree  on  it. 
Therefore  we  found  in  our  course  the  land  which  fully 
agrees  with  his  views. 

That  we  were  among  the  earliest  to  play  golf  I 
quote  from  the  same  authority:  "At  a  meeting  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  United  States  Golf 
Association,  held  at  the  Shinnecock  Hills  Golf  Club  at 
Southampton,  Long  Island,  July  18th,  1896,  it  was  vo- 
ted that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  interpret 
the  rules  of  golf  and  to  present  them  at  the  annual 
meeting."  They  were  unable  to  make  that  report  un- 
til June  10,  1897,  which  was  about  the  time  we  start- 
ed our  links  here.  So  it  will  be  seen  we  were  among 
the  first  in  playing  the  game  in  this  country.  Here- 
with is  a  letter  received  by  me  last  evening  from  Mr. 
Wynant  D.  Vanderpool,  secretary  of  the  United  States 
Golf  Association,  kindly  giving  information  asked  for 
by  me,  which  shows  up  to  the  present  time  the  enor- 
mous growth  and  great  hold  the  game  has  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country. 
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July   25,  1921. 
Mr.  Sidney  Chase, 

Nantucket,  Massachusetts. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  United  States  Golf  Association  was  formed  December 
22,  1894,  with  the  following  Clubs: 

Newport  Golf  Club,  Newport,  R.  I.;  Shinnecock  Hills  Golf 
Club,  Southampton,  N.  Y.;  The  Country  Club,  Brooldine,  Mass.; 
St.  Andrews  Golf  Club,  Mount  Hope,  N.  Y.;  Chicago  Golf  Club, 
Wheaton,  111. 

We  now  have  about  500  Clubs  which  are  members  of  our 
Association.  In  the  United  States  there  are  approximately 
3,000  Clubs,  which  shows  the  tremendous  strides  the  game  has 
made  since  1894. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Washington  where  I  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Open  Championship,  and  for  the  first  time  the  Press 
has  recognized  and  given  golf  the  same  prominence  that  the 
other  major  sports  have;  it  is  now  on  a  par  with  Polo,  Yacht- 
ing, etc.,  as  an  International  event.  To  show  the  interest  which 
is  taken,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  furnished  57 
private  wires  to  the  Columbia  Country  Club  for  its  telegraphic 
service;  over  12,000  people  were  present  when  President  Hard- 
ing presented  the  Cup  to  Jim  Barnes,  the  winner. 

This  will  give  you  a  little  idea  of  the  tremendous  growth 
of  the  game  in  the  country  since  it  first  started. 
Very  truly  yours, 

W.  D.  Vanderpool,  Secretary. 

Just  how  far  we  have  succeeded  in  bringing  people 
to  Nantucket  through  this  channel  has  been  realized 
partly  from  the  fact  that  the  'Sconset  Golf  Links  were 
started  only  about  three  years  after  ours,  in  1900,  and 
have  always  since  then  been  well  patronized  and  at  this 
time  a  new  course  is  being  made  at  'Sconset. 

The  hope  of  the  writer  has  always  been  that  the 
Nantucket  Course  would  eventually  be  made  second  to 
none  in  the  country,  if  not  in  the  world,  and  the  assur- 
ance of  golf  architects  leads  him  to  believe  the  hope 
may  be  realized. 
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BY  ANNIE  W.  BODFISH 


Mr.  President,  Members  and  Friends : 

In  our  "Procceedings"  we  have  for  a  year  or  two 
loitered  along  the  streets  of  our  town,  enjoyed  the  old 
houses  and  the  flavor  of  ©ld-time  living.  Now  that 
the  scrap  books,  compiled  by  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Sanford 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  Atheneum  Library,  it 
seems  time  for  all  who  are  going  ashore  to  do  so,  and 
for  the  rest  of  us  to  take  to  blue  water  and  go  down 
to  the  sea  in  our  old-time  ships. 

Many  of  the  "scraps"  are  letters  written  by  Mr. 
Sanford  to  various  papers  and  other  publications  and 
are  of  great  interest.  They  tell  us  not  only  of  things 
which  we,  of  this  generation,  have  never  known,  but 
also  some  the  memory  of  which  has  grown  dim. 

It  seems  to  have  been  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  be  sure  which  ship  was  the  first  to  enter  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  we  are  told  that  the  first  ship  to  enter  was 
the  new  ship  Beaver,  Capt.  Paul  Worth,  from  Nantuck- 
et. She  and  the  new  ship  Washington,  Capt.  George 
Bunker,  entered  the  ocean  almost  simultaneously  in 
the  month  of  January,  1792. 

There  is  a  record  even  more  interesting  than  the 
event  of  the  Beaver.  Mr.  Samuel  Enderby  of  Lon- 
don sent  the  brig  Amelia  to  the  Brazil  Banks  in  1788, 
James  Shields  in  command.  She  arrived  late  on  the 
Brazil  coast  and  the  season  for  whaling  was  over. 
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Shields  had  as  his  first  officer,  a  very  superior  man 
from  Nantucket,  Archelus  Hammond,  who  urged  his 
captain  to  put  off  for  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  try  his  luck 
there.  Shields  listened  to  his  mate,  went  into  the  Pa- 
cific, soon  struck  fishing  ground,  and  filled  his  ship. 
Mr.  Hammond  struck  the  first  sperm  whale  that  we 
have  any  knowledge  of.      This  was  in  1789. 

They  recruited  at  Callao.  On  their  way  home, 
they  spoke  Mr.  William  Rotch's  ship  "Hope,"  Capt. 
Thaddeus  Swain,  from  Dunkirk  46  days  out.  When 
Swain  found  the  Amelia  was  from  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  full  of  sperm  oil,  bound  home,  he  was  almost  be- 
side himself,  for  this  was  a  tremendous  revelation. 
Shields  arrived  in  London  in  1790  and  thus  was  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  wealthy  and  long  enduring  house 
of  Samuel  Enderby  &  Sons. 

Mr.  Rotch  was  in  Dunkirk  and  fitted  out  the  Ship 
Faulkland,  Capt.  Obed  Paddock,  a  Nantucket  man.  He 
sailed  November  12  and  November  28  the  ship  Har- 
mony, commanded  by  David  Starbuck,  also  a  Nantuck- 
et man,  sailed.  Both  ships  proceeded  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  both  returned  to  Dunkirk  in  1792,  full  of 
sperm  oil,  from  1200  to  1600  barrels  each.  These 
Dunkirk  ships  were  all  from  Nantucket  and  belonged 
to  Mr.  Rotch,  Sr.,  his  son  Benjamin,  and  Samuel  Rod- 
man, his  son-in-law.  They  were  all  fine  specimens 
and  it  was  such  as  they  that  called  from  him  that  noble 
reply  to  George  the  Third,  when  at  an  interview  with 
the  monarch,  Mr.  Rotch  was  asked  what  equivalent  he 
was  to  return  for  the  bonus  he  was  seeking  from  His 
Majesty's  government,  said  the  Quaker:  "I  am  go- 
ing to  give  thy  Majesty  the  young  men  from  my  native 
island,  Nantucket."      And  His  Majesty  did  have  from 
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this  island  scores  of  the  best  men  that  ever  sailed  from 
his  realm. 

Through  their  enterprise  and  efforts,  estates  ex- 
tensive as  those  of  any  nobleman  were  owned  by  such 
men  as  the  Bennetts,  Greenes,  Melish,  Sturge  and  the 
Enderbys,  named  above. 

The  ship  Ganges  of  Nantucket  was  the  first  ship 
or  vessel  cruising  for  whales  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
America,  as  early  as  1836. 

Capt.  William  Swain  comamnded  the  first  ship 
that  ever  landed  4000  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

Capt.  Frederick  Arthur  in  36  months  landed  3500 
barrels  sperm  oil. 

From  a  letter  of  William  Rotch,  Jr : 

"In  1781,  Admiral  Digby  granted  30  licenses  for  our  ves- 
sels to  go  after  whales.  In  the  fall  1782,  I  went  to  New  York 
and  procured  from  Admiral  Digby  licenses  for  the  Bedford, 
William  Moores  master,  and  also  the  Industry.  The  Bedford 
sailed  first  and  arrived  in  the  Downs,  February  23,  the  day  of 
signing  the  preliminary  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United 
States,  France  and  England,  and  went  up  to  London  and  there 
displayed  the  U.  S.  flag  for  the  first  time." 

His  son  at  nineteen  years  of  age,  commanded  a 
ship. 

I  was  walking  on  Boylston  street  in  Boston  recent- 
ly, when  the  following  announcement  arrested  me: 
"Exhibition  of  Portraits  of  Square  Riggers  and  Clip- 
per Ships."  The  very  words  seemed  like  a  sea  breeze 
and  what  native  of  our  Island  could  resist  the  lure. 
Not  I,  certainly,  and  though  not  one  of  the  schooners, 
clipper  ships  and  square  riggers  hailed  from  Nantuck- 
et, nevertheless  for  me  the  walls  were  lined  with  the 
pictures  of  the  craft  I  had  always  heard  of.  These 
before  me  were  from  Providence,  Salem,  New  London, 
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New  Bedford,  but  my  blood  thrilled  with  the  thought 
that  before  the  chronometer  was  invented  or  the  sex- 
tant used,  men  from  those  places  and  from  Nantucket 
went  by  dead  reckoning  over  uncharted  seas  and  car- 
ried the  American  flag  to  every  country  in  the  world. 

As  Edmund  Burke  said  in  1774:  "No  sea  but 
what  is  vexed  with  their  fisheries,  no  climate  that  is 
not  witness  of  their  toils." 

There  are  islands  dotted  all  over  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
bearing  the  names  of  our  captains,  our  ships,  our  mer- 
chants, who  have  been  instrumental  in  their  discovery. 
Among  others  are:  "New  Nantucket,  Independence, 
Plaskett,  Starbuck,  Gardner,  Mitchell,  Ganges,  Maro, 
Coffin." 

These  pictures  were  rightly  called  portraits.  The 
sails  were  close  hauled  to  show  one  whole  side  of  the 
ship  in  profile  with  every  sail  and  all  the  rigging.  Many 
were  painted  in  the  port  with  a  characteristic  bit  of 
the  same  and  the  painters  were  often  those  who  had 
been  sailors  and  knew  every  detail. 

The  Maria  was  built  in  the  North  River,  near 
Kingston,  in  1782,  for  merchants  in  Nantucket.  Wil- 
liam Moores  was  appointed  to  the  Maria  and  she  was 
loaded  for  London,  carrying  William  Rotch  and  his 
son  Benjamin  to  London  to  obtain  from  the  British 
Government  certain  privileges  to  carry  on  the  whaling 
business  from  England.  This  was  prevented  for  the 
time  and  they  went  over  to  Paris  and  negotiated  with 
the  French  government.  Here  they  were  successful 
and  Dunkirk  was  chosen  as  the  port.  The  first  ship 
that  ever  sailed  from  that  port  on  a  whaling  voyage 
was  a  Nantucket  craft  manned  and  officered  by  Nan- 
tucket men. 
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The  Maria  returned  to  Nantucket  and  was  forever 
after  a  successful  whaler,  always  commanded  by  Nan- 
tucket men.  Capt.  Benjamin  Paddock  made  the  first 
four  voyages  in  her  to  the  Pacific,  having  performed 
them  within  four  years,  one  of  them  in  only  eleven 
months,  and  filling  each  time  with  sperm  oil. 

Not  all  the  ships  had  as  long  and  successful  lives 
as  the  Maria.  There  were  many  strange  accidents  in 
waters  near  and  far  and  the  whale  was  often  a  menace 
as  well  as  a  blessing. 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  the  father  of  Walter  Fol- 
ger,  the  astronomer,  was  at  anchor  in  Newfoundland, 
in  one  of  our  whalers,  only  a  day  watch  on  duty  for  the 
night,  when  they  perceived  the  vessel  was  going  with 
great  speed  out  of  the  harbor. 

The  watch  called  all  hands  out  and  when  the  cap- 
tain got  upon  deck  the  vessel  was  well  out  to  sea,  still 
going  into  the  darkness!  The  sensible  skipper  soon 
knew  what  caused  the  new  movements,  the  officer  cut 
the  cable  and  the  barge  was  put  back  to  her  moorings. 
Captain  Folger  died  at  the  age  of  93  years ;  he  was  of 
the  race  of  giants  from  whom  came  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin. 

In  November,  1807,  the  ship  Union,  Capt.  Edmund 
Gardner,  was  but  a  few  days  from  the  island  when  she 
was  struck  by  a  sperm  whale  and  the  ship  sank  imme- 
diately. The  men,  23  in  number,  took  to  the  three 
boats  and  in  two  days  landed  at  the  Azores,  all  well. 
The  ship  Union,  built  in  1793,  was  the  first  ship  that 
ever  had  shipping  papers,  or  a  written  contract  be- 
tween captain,  officers  and  crew.  Before  that,  all  had 
been  done  verbally. 

In  1796,  the  ship  Harmony  was  cruising  on  Brazil 
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Banks  with  only  a  small  watch  on  deck  in  a  beautiful 
night,  when  at  midnight,  a  whale  leaped  out  of  the 
water,  lay  squarely  across  the  deck,  crushed  the  ship 
and  it  sank  even  with  the  water. 

Now  neither  rock  nor  wave  nor  whale  causes  us 
anxiety,  for  our  ships  are  all  gone  and  their  officers  and 
men  have  long  since  set  sail  on  another  uncharted  sea. 
May  their  lives  of  endeavor  and  courage  be  bea- 
cons to  keep  us  from  discouragement  and  to  guide  our 
youth  to  real  success. 


THE  PASSING  OF  THE  CLIPPER. 

Ever  since  the  first  man-monkey 
Waking  frightened  from  his  dream, 

By  some  monster,  jumped  and  landed 
On  a  tree-trunk  in  a  stream; 

Splashed  and  paddled  till  he  worked 
The  pre-historic  streamlet  o'er, 

Men  have  sailed  upon  the  waters, 
Venturing  from  every  shore. 

Every  age  and  generation, 
On  each  coast,  in  every  clime, 

Have  their  own  craft,  built  and  handled, 
Since  that  high  and  far-off  time. 

Coracle,  canoe  and  dugout, 
Trireme,  dragon-ship  and  scow, 

Sailing-ships  and  steam  machine-shops 
That  men  travel  round  in  now. 

But  the  grandest  craft  among  them, 
Ever  launched  from  beach  or  slip, 

With  its  strength  and  lines  of  beauty, 
Was  the  Yankee  clipper-ship. 
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Oaken-ribbed,  and  copper  fastened, 

Staunch,  yet  graceful  as  a  lass, 
With  the  sunlight  shining  on  her 

Gleaming  sides  and  polished  brass. 

With  her  crew,  the  "men  of  iron," 

As  they  called  our  Yankee  bucks, 
And  her  power,  clouds  of  canvas, 

From  her  dead-eyes  to  her  trucks. 

Many  men  can  yet  remember 

When  such  ships  sailed  from  our  shore. 

When  our  merchant  ships  and  sailors 
Touched  each  port,  the  wide  world  o'er. 

And  the  magic  of  the  sea-gods, 

In  the  clipper  seemed  to  speak, 
As  she  sailed  the  bitter  waters 

With  "Old  Glory"  at  her  peak. 

But  the  wooden  ship  has  vanished 

From  the  seas  they  sailed  of  yore, 
And  the  sea-gods  mourn  for  clippers 

That  have  passed  forever  more. 

For  their  magic,  and  the  glory 

Of  our  mercantile  marine, 
Have  been  smothered  in  soft  coal  smoke 

And  the  smell  of  gasoline. 

But  the  blood  of  the  old  sea-rovers 

Still  is  coursing  in  our  veins, 
And  the  spells  wrought  by  the  sea-gods 

Hold  us  with  their  magic  chains. 

And  on  many  a  steamer's  jack-staff 

Still  "Old  Glory"  floats  unfurled, 
As  it  will,  as  long  as  sailors 

Plough  the  waters  of  the  world. 

J.  C.  A. 
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SEA-FARING  FOLK 


BY  MRS.  EDITH  ACKLEY 


I  have  been  asked  to  speak  for  about  ten  minutes 
on  any  subject  which  I  may  select.  Now,  as  unpreju- 
diced persons,  individually  and  collectively,  may  I  ask 
if  you  have  ever  known  a  woman  capable  of  saying 
what  she  wanted  to  on  any  subject  in  ten  minutes? 
Ten  minutes !  Of  course  it  does  not  always  take  that 
long  to  whisk  into  life,  or  out  of  it,  for  that  matter,  but 
for  mortal  woman  ten  minutes  is  a  contemptible  period 
of  time,  and  I  am  using  it  all  up  in  talking  about  it. 

With  due  deference  to  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ment, it  seems  that  I  must  have  been  selected  for  this 
occasion  on  the  same  principal  that  governs  the 
appointment  of  Members  of  the  Cabinet.  If  you  are 
a  fair  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  an  inland  town  why  not 
a  brilliant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? 

Being  a  good  housekeeper  and  needlewoman,  my 
theme  is  "The  Merchant  Marine.,,  Our  words  and  ac- 
tions of  today  make  the  history  of  tomorrow,  and  cer- 
tainly in  no  place  in  these  United  States  should  a  word 
about  seafaring  folk  meet  with  a  readier  interest  than 
in  this,  our  beloved  island. 

In  the  days  before  the  Historical  Society  of  Nan- 
tucket existed,  but  when  the  men  (and  women,  too) 
were  making  the  history  which  it  seeks  to  chrystalize, 
those  seafaring  ancestors  of  yours  met  conditions  un- 
known today,  when  the  earth  is  girdled  by  the  tele- 
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graph,  the  air  chained  to  man's  use,  when  we  speak  to 
vessels  at  sea,  to  men  flying  above  the  waves,  to  divers 
beneath  them. 

When  the  "Lion"  sailed  from  Nantucket  in  1814, 
as  is  recorded  upon  the  rafters  of  an  old  house  here, 
the  men  who  sailed  on  her  faced  not  only  the  dangers 
of  their  calling  (no  slight  ones)  but  peril  of  shipwreck 
on  seas  where  no  S.  0.  S.  call  could  bring  vessels  speed- 
ing to  the  rescue,  where  no  air-craft  could  spy  a  wreck 
pounding  to  destruction  on  a  lee  shore,  and  summon 
help  and  succor  from  Coast  Guard  Stations  manned  and 
equipped  for  such  emergencies.  We  can  not  say  that 
they  sailed  uncharted  seas,  but  even  lighthouses  were 
comparatively  few  and  far  between,  and  there  was  no 
canal  to  cut  off  that  perilous  passage  round  Cape  Horn. 

"Them  as  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  see  the  won- 
ders of  the  deep,  but  them  as  goes  in  schooners  sees 
hell/'  said  an  old  sailor,  and  he  probably  spoke  from  ex- 
perience. Consider  one  other  feature  of  voyages  at 
that  date,  lasting  often  three  years,  or  longer ;  we  who 
think  fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  a  daily  necessity,  may 
well  shudder  at  a  diet  of  salt  pork,  potatoes,  and  hard- 
tack, week  in,  week  out,  no  tins  of  succulent  corn,  no 
potted  meats,  or  preserved  fruits. 

In  Hong  Kong  as  late  as  1884  I  saw  men  brought 
into  the  hospital  there  ill  with  scurvy,  the  result  of 
such  diet  as  was  the  rule  and  not  the  exception  in  the 
early  days. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  there  were  "Missing  Men" 
from  every  ship?  Men  landed  in  foreign  ports  ill,  and 
unable  to  sail  with  their  vessels,  washed  overboard  in 
the  wild  darkness  of  gales  around  the  Horn,  or  dropped 
in  their  "heavy  shotted  hammock  shrouds"  in  those 
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calm  tropic  seas,  where  nature  seems  to  smile,  but 
where  for  men  of  the  colder  climes  danger  of  death 
lurks  in  every  treacherous  sun-ray,  in  every  caressing 
perfumed  breeze. 

They  were  not  gold-laced  graduates  of  the  Naval 
Academy  who  sailed  on  those  ships,  but  men  of  the 
Merchant  Marine.  Times  have  changed,  the  condi- 
tions of  a  sailor's  life  aboard  ship  have  improved,  but 
when  ashore  the  men  who  did  such  good  service  during 
the  perilous  years  of  the  war,  found  slight  provision 
made  for  them  except  in  New  York,  where  the  Sea- 
man's Church  Institute  at  25  South  Street  offers  them 
at  a  moderate  price,  clean  and  comfortable  beds,  a  safe 
in  which  to  keep  their  money,  shower  baths,  excellent 
food,  decent  amusements,  and  the  interest  and  assist- 
ance of  a  House  Mother  of  whose  devotion  to  her  wan- 
dering boys  too  much  can  not  be  said.  It  is  to  aid 
these  men  whose  calling  takes  them  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  who  often  have  no  addresses,  that  the  Institute 
is  publishing  a  "Missing  Man's  Bulletin,"  which  is  sent 
to  seaports  in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  through  its 
agency  many  a  lad  has  been  traced  and  restored  to  an- 
xious parents. 

For  "These  frail  craft  upon  the  restless  sea 
Of  human  life,  who  strike  the  rocks  uncharted 
Who  loom,  sad  phantoms,  near  us  drearily, 
Storm  driven,  rudderless,  with  timbers  started." 

I  would  today  enlist  your  sympathy  and  interest. 
The  Institute  wants  books  in  all  languages  (loneliness 
knows  no  nationality) ;  it  wants  magazines,  knitted 
goods  of  all  kinds,  socks,  sweaters  and  mittens ;  it 
wants  you  to  stand  behind  the  Merchant  Marine  of 
your  own  country;  it  wants  you  to  help  to  keep  the 
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sailor  ashore  from  the  dives  where  he  is  drugged  and 
robbed. 

To  the  women  of  Nantucket  who  did  such  splendid 
work  when  the  call  came  from  our  Red  Cross  (many 
of  whom  I  see  before  me)  who  knitted  and  sewed  for 
our  soldiers,  I  would  say  do  not  put  down  your  knit- 
ting needles,  keep  a  bit  of  work  on  hand,  and  send  a 
pair  of  socks  or  mittens  once  in  a  while  to  the  Institute 
for  the  sailors. 

Men  from  shipwrecked  vessels  are  fitted  out.  Last 
winter  I  sent  some  large,  warm  wool  mittens,  and  the 
House  Mother  told  me  that  an  old  man,  a  steersman  on 
a  barge,  had  his  hands  frozen  to  the  steering  bar.  He 
came  to  her,  had  his  hands  dressed,  and  was  given  a 
pair  of  mittens.  As  he  drew  them  on  over  the  wounds, 
his  eyes  filled  with  tears,  and  he  said  "I  ain't  never  had 
nothing  like  this  sence  my  mother  died,"  and  a  Nan- 
tucket woman  taught  me  how  to  knit  those  mittens. 

Societies  are  all  very  well,  but  individual  effort  is 
a  big  proposition.  You  do  not  have  to  call  a  board  meet- 
ing, or  leave  your  own  home  to  carry  comfort  to  some 
"Casual  of  the  Sea." 

Let  me  tell  you  one  little  true  story  of  long  ago. 
One  day  news  was  brought  into  town  that  a  vessel  lay 
wrecked  on  the  perilous  South  Shore.  It  was  a 
bitter  December  day,  but  a  Nantucket  man  collected  a 
stalwart  crew,  and  drove  out.  A  winter  gale  was 
blowing,  snow  falling  and  freezing  as  it  fell,  when  they 
reached  the  shore.  The  men  (protected  from  the  icy 
spray  by  their  oil  skin  suits)  made  fruitless  efforts  to 
launch  the  life-boat  (watched  by  the  perishing  sailors 
in  the  shrouds  of  the  sinking  ship)  Time  after  time 
they  tried,  all  in  vain !      Their  oilers  were  frozen  stiff, 
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the  situation  looked  desperate,  when  the  leader  cried, 
"Strip  men!  Strip  to  your  shirts!  Take  heart  and  a 
drink  of  whisky,  and  we  will  fetch  it  yet !"  And  they 
did! 

In  conclusion  may  I  quote  from  Nelson  Collins* 
book  "Opportunities  In  Merchant  Ships?"  "A  Mer- 
chant Marine  is  not  primarily  ships  or  foreign  trade, 
but  a  body  of  men  living  and  working  in  ships,  and 
growing  steadily  in  the  aptitudes  and  endurances  of 
civilian  service,  and  their  living  and  working  problems 
are  the  core  of  our  whole  national  position  at  sea.  It 
will  take  constant  harping  on  this  vital  fact  for  a  couple 
of  generations  to  change  the  mind  of  our  land-locked 
nation,  and  the  disposition  of  a  lot  of  our  sailors  who 
think  of  sea  life  as  stays  in  port  interrupted  by  voy- 
ages, into  those  who  think  of  sea  life,  as  life  at  sea  in- 
terrupted by  stays  in  port." 

It  was  unquestionably  a  sea  life  that  Nantucket 
men  led  in  the  old  days.  Ashore  or  afloat  they  had 
need  of  that  "Strip  man,  strip-to-your-shirt-quality." 
and  it  was  just  that  which  made  the  island  what  it  was 
long  ago. 
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SOME  OLD  HOUSES  I  HAVE  MET 

BY  HON.  W,  PRENTISS  PARKER 

The  houses  of  the  first  settlers  were  of  one  story, 
with  very  steep  roofs,  mostly  built  of  clay  and  mud,  or 
hewn  logs,  covered  with  poles  and  thatch.  .These 
houses  usually  contained  but  one  room  about  twenty 
feet  square. 

Not  long  after  came  frame  buildings  of  two  stories 
in  the  front,  sloping  down  to  one  in  the  rear.  They  al- 
most without  exception  faced  the  south,  and  were  loca- 
ted near  a  spring  of  water.  Very  few  houses  were 
painted  even  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  third  period  of  New  England  architecture  saw 
the  advent  of  the  gambrel  roof.  These  prevailed  until 
the  period  of  the  Revolution,  after  which  came  the  Gre- 
cian, with  columns  in  front,  seen  everywhere  in  our  old- 
er villages. 

An  old  house  is  always  an  old  house,  despite  the 
thin  veneer  of  miscalled  improvements.  Some  have 
stood  so  long  in  particular  neighborhoods,  have  out- 
lived so  many  modern  structures,  as  to  become  points 
of  direction.  The  stranger's  question  is  often  met 
with :  "You  know  that  old  house  in  such  a  street." 

In  my  collection  of  historical  houses  nineteen  were 
built  previous  to  1700,  and  of  the  sixty-six  which  I 
have  photographed  twenty-four  have  since  been  demol- 
ished. The  oldest  house  in  New  England,  of  which  a 
known  record  can  be  substantiated,  is  the  Robert 
Pierce  house  in  Dorchester,  now  a  part  of  Boston,  built 
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in  1640.  This  house  is  still  standing  and  is  occupied 
by  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  emigrant.  The  next  old- 
est is  the  Elder  James  Blake  house,  also  in  Dorchester 
and  built  in  1650.  The  Roger  Clap  house  nearby,  a 
portion  of  which  is  about  as  old  as  the  Pierce  house, 
was  built  before  1650  by  Roger  Clap,  who  came  over  in 
the  "Mary  and  John"  in  1630,  and  is  still  standing. 
Roger  was  the  father  of  fourteen  children ;  ten  bore  the 
following  names:  two  by  the  name  of  Experience, 
Waitstill,  Preserved,  Hopestill,  Wait,  Thanks,  Desire, 
Unite  and  Supply. 

In  the  town  of  Medfield,  17  miles  southwest  from 
Boston,  stands  today  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  New 
England.  This  house  was  standing  at  the  time  the 
principal  part  of  the  town  was  burnt  in  1676  by  the  In- 
dians led  by  King  Philip.  It  is  an  interesting  relic  of 
antiquity,  showing  the  manner  in  which  some  of  the 
houses  of  the  early  settlers  were  built.  It  is  24  feet  in 
length,  14  Vz  feet  in  breadth,  10  feet  from  the  ground  to 
the  eaves  of  the  roof  and  12  feet  from  the  eaves  to  the 
top  of  the  roof.  Another  ancient  dwelling  is  the  Fair- 
banks house  in  Dedham.  It  was  probably  built  in 
1664,  but  not  earlier. 

The  William  Curtis  house,  built  on  the  edge  of 
Stony  Brook  in  about  1640,  was  an  excellent  example 
of  the  second  period  of  New  England  architecture. 
Curtis  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Apostle  Eliot  and  most 
of  the  persons  in  this  country  bearing  the  name  of  Cur- 
tis were  descended  from  this  William. 

In  Boston  proper  there  were  only  a  very  few  his- 
torical houses  standing  in  1890.  Three  of  the  best 
examples  are  the  Wells-Adams  house  on  Salem  street, 
now  taken  down,  the  Hull  house  occupied  by  John  Hull 
the  mint  master,  and  the  Gallop  house  owned  in  the 
middle  of  the  18th  century  by  the  Hart  family,  noted 
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shipwrights.  It  was  they  who  built  the  "Constitu- 
tion." 

The  old  plantation  home  of  Gov.  Craddock  in  Med- 
ford  is  the  monarch  of  all  those  now  existing  in  New 
England,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1634,  when  a  large 
grant  of  land  was  made  to  Craddock  by  the  General 
Court.  He  was  about  the  only  man  connected  with 
the  settlement  in  Massachusetts  whose  means  admitted 
of  such  a  house.  It  was  built  of  brick.  Both  Gov- 
ernors Winthrop  and  Dudley  built  of  wood.  It  is  a 
very  unique  specimen  of  early  architecture  and  is  not 
disguised  by  modern  alterations. 

The  Rebecca  Nurse  house  in  Danvers  is  old  and  in- 
teresting; it  was  built  prior  to  1692.  The  Nurse 
house  is  a  memorial  of  one  of  the  most  damning  of  the 
innocent  sacrifices  to  superstition,  for  it  was  here  that 
Rebecca  Nurse,  aged  and  infirm,  universally  beloved 
by  her  neighbors,  was  accused,  and  with  Sarah  Grove, 
Sarah  Wildes,  Elizabeth  Howe,  Susannah  Martin,  was 
hanged  on  Witchcraft  Hill. 

Our  horror  at  the  atrocities  of  1692  is  moderated 
by  the  probability  that  nothing  less  than  the  shedding 
of  innocent  blood  could  have  annihilated  the  delusion. 
The  King  believed  in  witchcraft,  the  governor  and 
judges  believed  in  it,  and  the  most  sensible  and  learned 
gave  sanction  to  it. 

The  Timothy  Pickering  dwelling  in  Salem  was 
built  in  1649  by  John  Pickering.  Timothy  Pickering 
was  the  illustrious  member  of  the  family.  He  was 
colonel  in  the  revolution,  representative  and  senator, 
and  in  Washington's  cabinet  was  Postmaster  General, 
Secretary  of  War  and  Secretary  of  State.  The  house 
is  now  occupied  by  a  direct  descendant. 
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In  Portsmouth  is  the  Warner  House  and  stands 
today  as  one  of  the  best  examples  of  early  brick  design. 
On  its  westerly  end  is  the  very  same  lightning  rod 
which  Benjamin  Franklin  put  up  in  1762.  Another 
old  and  most  interesting  house  in  Portsmouth  is  the 
Jackson  House,  probably  built  as  early  as  1664  and  cer- 
tainly the  oldest  house  in  New  Hampshire.  The  roof 
on  the  north  side  extends  to  the  ground. 

The  seat  of  the  Wentworths  at  Little  Harbor,  two 
miles  from  Portsmouth,  is  a  rambling  collection  of 
buildings,  seemingly  the  outgrowth  of  different  periods 
and  conditions  and  incorporated  into  an  harmonious 
whole.  It  was  built  in  1750.  The  cellar  was  some- 
times used  as  a  stable ;  it  was  large  enough  to  have  ac- 
commodated a  troop,  or,  at  a  pinch,  a  squadron.  The 
mansion  has  yet  the  council  chamber  where  meetings 
important  to  the  state  and  nation  were  held  by  the  gov- 
ernor's council  for  many  years. 

Below  Little  Harbor  at  Jaffrey's  Point  is  an  inter- 
esting house  where  Governor  Cranfield  held  Colonial 
Courts  from  1682  to  1683.  They  used  to  have  small- 
pox parties  in  the  days  when  people  retired  from  the 
world  to  be  inoculated.  It  was  not  a  very  serious 
business  and  young  people  made  a  holiday  of  it  and 
were  said  to  do  considerable  courting  on  such  occasions. 

These  memorials  of  our  worthy  sires,  the  architec- 
tural and  historical  remains  of  a  by-gone  day,  should 
be  preserved  for  the  sake  of  our  descendants.  Such 
buildings,  once  destroyed,  can  never  be  replaced.  Euro- 
pean countries  are  careful  to  safeguard  their  ancient 
structures,  and  we  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
these  New  England  landmarks,  erected  from  one  to 
two  centuries  ago,  are  now  our  only  castles. 
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TUCKERNUCK  AND  THE  YOHO 

BY  GERTRUDE  DUNHAM 
(Class  of  1921,  Nantucket  High  School) 


Many  years  ago,  long  before  we  can  remember,  a 
huge  glacier  slipped  slowly  but  surely  down  from  the 
far  north  of  our  America,  driving  before  it  a  mass  of 
rock  and  earth,  the  very  best  of  the  lands  through 
which  it  travelled.  This  was  at  length  heaped  up 
well  out  into  the  far-reaching  south  sea. 

Long  years  after,  the  upper  ice  sheet  dissolved, 
and  leaked  away  down  into  the  Connecticut  Valley  or 
mingled  with  the  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay.  The 
icy  toe  of  the  glacier  at  length  melting  off,  the  great, 
roaring  seas  rushed  through  again.  Nantucket  Sound 
has  been  raging  ever  since. 

Thus  our  bonny,  wind-swept  isle,  dear  now  to 
every  true  islander's  heart  as  his  own  Nantucket,  was 
born,  and  found  a  place  on  the  map.  Not  all  of  this 
moraine  was  heaped  up  in  one  spot,  however.  A  choice 
bit  of  it,  so  the  Tuckernuckers  think,  went  adrift  a 
short  distance  away;  and  this,  soon  rising  above  sea 
level,  grew  into  the  loveliest  little  isle  imaginable.  Tuck- 
ernuck,  pounded  by  the  mighty  surf,  raged  over  by 
wild  sea  winds,  and  hovered  over  by  gray  mists,  is  be- 
loved, indeed,  by  the  fortunate  few  who  call  it  home. 
A  far-away  look  may  be  seen  in  their  eyes.  They  nev- 
er wish  to  be  long  away,  and  always  hasten  back,  often 
over  many  seas,  to  this  sequestered  spot. 
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The  dear  isle  is  full  of  mystery.  That  is  why 
they  love  it  so.  When  whistling  winds  blow  over  the 
low  hills  of  the  sand  dunes,  those  who  have  the  right 
ear,  as  all  true  Tuckernuckers  have,  can  catch  an  echo 
of  the  far-off  murmur  of  "pointed  firs"  in  northern  for- 
ests. Birds-of-passage,  welcome  messengers  from 
sunny  southern  lands,  as  they  hover  on  poised  wings, 
find  a  resting  place  here  on  the  sandy  beach.  The 
strong  nor'westers  blowing  in,  bring  unknown  odors 
from  the  sea.  Strange  flo.wers  turn  their  merry  faces 
to  the  sunlit  heavens,  and  beneath  the  sunken  blue 
rock  where  Captain  Kidd  buried  in  secret  liis  Spanish 
gold,  deep  rumblings  are  heard. 

Nobody  knows  Just  how  the  mystery  looks.  Those 
who  have  half  seen  its  shadowy  form  through  the 
mists,  have  given  varying  reports  concerning  the  Yoho, 
Some  see  the  shape  of  a  great  beak  in  the  fog,  and  the 
gleam  of  a  fiery  eye.  Others  make  out  huge  wings  in 
the  darkness,  or  hear,  like  a  swift  breeze,  the  whir  of 
mighty  pinions,  just  overhead.  Then  there  are  those 
who  have  followed  the  prints  of  a  cloven  hoof  along  the 
wet  sands,  until,  with  a  shudder,  they  realize  that  they, 
too,  are  being  led  on  to  the  Yohofs  lair.  And  then 
there  comes  through  the  gloom,  the  long  ghostly  call 
echoing  and  re-echoing  up  and  down  the  sandy  shores, 
while  the  thunder  of  mighty  waters  resounds  upon  the 
beach,  and  the  islanders  huddle  together  and  listen. 

Yes,  indeed ;  this  creature  took  up  his  abode  upon 
the  island  many,  many  years  ago,  tho'  its  ghostly  ways 
have  but  recently  been  translated  into  rhyme  by  an 
Off-Islander — one  Eich  in  fancy.  Ever  since,  the 
Tuckernuckers  have  borne  well  in  mind,  the  words, 
"Beware  the  Yoho  \"      Imagine  the  feeling  you  might 
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have  at  the  sound  of  that  eerie  call,  echoing  along  the 
cliffs  and  beaches,  when  a  heavy  mist  is  falling,  like 
a  curtain,  over  Tuckernuck's  commons. 

Then,  when  a  fog  comes  drifting  in  from  the  south, 
when  the  air  is  salt  with  flying  spray,  and  the  isle  is 
cloaked  in  obscurity,  a  long  drawn-out  wail  goes  shriek- 
ing up  and  down  the  dim  shores.  Young  Tuckernuck- 
ers,  with  mingled  terror  and  delight,  hear  that  the  isle 
is  haunted.  Even  now  I  can  see  mouths  open,  and 
eyes  widen,  at  the  name  of  the  dreaded  Yoho,  and  the 
unearthly  sound  of  its  voice. 

When  the  wind  is  from  the  south'ard,  and  the  fog  comes  drift- 
ing in, 

Over  beach,  and  cliff,  and  meadow,  like  a  ghostly  wraith  of  sin; 

When  Muskeget's   hid  from   vision,  and  when  barely  you  can 
trace 

Dunham's  house,  or  Coffin's  dory,  or  the  hand  before  your  face; 

When  the  moisture's  slowly  dripping,  and  in  vain  the  captains 
try 

To  keep  the  sails  from  mildew,  when  the  bathing  suits  won't  dry; 

Then  from   out  the  lonely  distance   comes   a   sad   and   ghostly 
sound; 

'Tis  the  Yoho  that  is  calling,  like  the  baying  of  a  hound. 

— Richard  Heard. 

When  you  can  barely  trace  the  safe  houses  in  the 
distance;  and  when  the  hand  before  your  face  is  like 
a  shadow.  Imagine,  then,  a  cloudy,  half  shapen  form 
ever  beckoning  before,  to  lure  you  on  to  the  treacher- 
ous quicksands,  and  deep  into  the  mire  ahead! 

Do  you  wonder,  then,  that  when  a  storm  is  brew- 
ing, and  a  wind  is  blowing  up  from  the  southeast,  the 
Islander  shuns  the  haunted  shores  ?  Do  you  wonder, 
too,  that  the  half -felt  presence  of  the  Yoho  but  adds  to 
the  charm  of  the  island  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  call 
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it  home?  What  can  equal  the  tale  of  the  Yoho,  told 
to  eager  listeners,  about  a  dying  campfire?  True, 
Nantucketers  say  that  they  have  a  Yoho;  but  until  I 
see  it  I  remain  convinced  that  it  flits  over  Sachacha 
Pond  in  borrowed  plumes.  The  Tuckernuck  spirit  is 
really  there.  To  be  convinced  only  Tuckernuck  beach, 
solitude,  an  understanding  ear,  and  a  southeast  storm 
are  necessary. 

Far  adrift  amid  the  ocean 
Gleams  an  island,  gay  and  free; 
Over  sunlit  shores  the  sea-gull 
Hovers  high,  with  cry  of  glee. 
And  the  light  and  foaming  breakers 
Toss  the  sparkling,  billowy  sea. 
Far  adrift  amid  the  ocean, 
Looms  a  wind-blown  misty  shore. 
Here  the  ocean's  stormy  whitecaps 
Pound  the  beach  with  angry  roar. 
And  the  Yoho's  ghostly  calling 
Echoes  on,  forevermore. 
Isle  of  storm,  and  isle  of  sunshine, 
When  the  winds  are  blowing  free, 
Comes  a  call — a  call  compelling, 
To  be  sailing  o'er  the  sea. 
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